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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


POLITICAL ELITE TRAINING IN CUBA FOR THOUSANDS OF AFRICAN CHILDREN 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 3 Mar 80 pp 167-169, 172 


[Article: '""In Cuba Always a Happy Atmosphere'--Thousands of African Children 
Are Being Drilled for Leadership Tasks in Castro's ‘Rural Schools'"] 


[Text] In big homes in the country, Fidel Castro 
sees to the training of Africa's future political 
elite. At least 10,000 children from 8 African 
countries--sometimes against the will of their 
parents--have been sent off to Cuba. "In a 
revolutionary environment" they are to be equipped 
for “the fight against imperialism." 


At the tarmac soldiers were falling in. Jets were howling, and mothers were 
howling. Furious fathers were raising their fists. "The government," said 
a voice on a tape, “wants to steal our children from us.” 


The protest was in vain. Shortly after 9 am a couple of Air Afrique DC-10 
jets took off from the runway in Brazzaville and headed west for Havana. On 
board were 601 African children, future leaders for the Marxist cadre forces 
of the People's Republic of the Congo. 


"In a revolutionary environment," Congolese Cultural Attache in Havana 
Luis Mboko explained later, the children are to be given the wherewithal 
for "fighting imperialism." The scheduled period of training: 10 to 15 years. 


The biggest replenishment contingents for the training of cadres on Cuba's 
"Isle of Youth," 150 kilometers south of Havana, are provided by the three 
extensive countries within the Soviet sphere of influence in Africa in which 
the Cubans have made themselves at home as a protective power. 


Angola and Mozambique have each ordered 2,400 children to Castro's "Isle 

of Youth," and Ethiopia has furnished 2,200. Additional transports come 
from Benin, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe, Namibia and the People's 
Republic of the Congo, in all more than 10,000 children aged between 7 and 
15. 














The transatlantic transport of children caused embarrassing attention for the 
tirst time when a couple of Air Afrique pilots from Dakar refused to take 

off from Maya-Maya Airport in Brazzaville for Havana with the children abroad, 
The crew had become suspicious when, contrary to all African custom, not a 
single relative had come to say goodby at the airport. 


When questioned, the young passengers confessed that they did not even know 
what their destination was, When the captain asked for the parents' written 
permission prescribed by IATA, there was trouble. The result: The chartered 
aircraft had to fly back empty to Dakar. 


The 601 children were taken back to the assembly center of the Lycee de la 
Liberation in Brazzaville and there placed under military supervision, But 
while the governmeat was still negotiating with Air Afrique headquarters about 
sending a couple of pilots not so firm of principle, indignant parents in 
Brazzaville embarked on an attack against the Lycee de la Liberation. 


It had become known that the government and the Cubans had staged a large-scale 
swindle in order to send the children to Castro's training camps. In per- 
formance tests, a Congolese-Cuban "testing committee" had come up with several 
hundred "pioneers of the African i1evolution."’ Those who won the competition, 
the word went, would be rewarded with a vacation in a youth camp. There was 
no mention of Cuba. 


When the swindle was uncovered, it was too late for most. Only a few parents 
managed to get their sons and daughters out of the Lycee de la Liberation. 
The rest were shipped to Cuba over the protests of their relatives. 


In order to cover up the scandal, the government in Brazzaville announced that 
the transport had been delayed because Havana Airport had been closed for 
several days on account of hurricane Frederic. Actually the storm had long 
lost its force by the time in question. 


The not exactly pro-Cuban news magazine JEUNE AFRIQUE investigated the reports 
of the scandal. The equivocal result: "Numerous parents refused to part 

with their children, and apparently no further action was taken against them. 
Others, in turn, did everything possible just to have their children participate." 
In fact there were a number of volunteers. Particularly party functionaries 

had tried for a study vacancy for their children in the Caribbean. They were 
headed by Col Denis Sassou-Nguesso, president of the People's Republic of 

the Congo. Last year he had gone to attend the summit conference of nonalined 
nations in Havana with 25 black students including one of his sons. 


Most of the young cadre candidates, however, were rejected, having failed 

the selection test. Consequently the recruiters had to resort to children 

of people of not such elite standing. Wherever there was a lack of ideological 
motivation, occasionally a bonus of 35,000 CFA francs (about 300 deutsche 
marks) would help cover "the most urgent expenses." 





[In Ethiopia too there was trouble with uncooperative parents who did not want 
to sacrifice their progeny to "the higher interests of the revolution" (JEUNE 
AFRIQUE). In newspaper appeals parents were warned against adopting the 
"counterrevolutionary attitude” of hiding their children from the Cubans. 


Previously such problems had not existed in Cuba. Castre recruiters would 
round up stray war orphans by the scores and send them ir . iet planes to 
Havana. While this often looked like abduction, it was the only opportunity 
for orphaned children to get some kind of solid training. 


The Angolan students on the Isle of Youth apparently have not all come of 
their own accord either. At the bishops conference in Lubango, the Angolan 
Catholic bishops in December 1977 appealed to the Marxist MPLA government in 
Luanda to stop "deportation of children to remote countries against the will 
of their parents." Portuguese missionaries, generally well inform bout 
what is going on in the former Portuguese colony, claim that the app « 

did not fail to have its effect. Reportedly today Luanda no longer . 4s any 
children against their will to Cuba. 


The kidnapping psychosis in Angola, for understandable reasons, is fueled 

by opponents of the MPLA, Guerrilla chief Daniel Chipenda claims to have 
learned that in spring 1978 about 17,000 boys and girls were taken by Soviet 
passenger ships to Cuba. 


And Jonas Savimbi, head of the anticommunit UNITA, which has involved the 
Cuban expeditionary crops in a destructive war of attrition in southern Angola, 
asserted in New York 4 months ago that "the African children in Cuba are 

being employed in the fields," where they have to "work day and night under 
inhuman conditions." 


In truth the workday of the African students in the "rural schools" on the 
Isle of Youth is divided into an instructional and a productive part, with 
work and study taking up 4 hours at a time. According to TIME, the children 
are fed well. 


Their daily routine does not differ substantially from that of the native students 
being drilled for future positions of leadership. Out of bed at 6 am; reading 

of newspapers and cultural development work after breakfast, followed by 
instruction for one half and work in the fields for the other; after lunch, 

the same, with one half switching with the other; after 5:30 pm homework, 

and after supper sports and cultural work; lights out at 10 pm. 


Following Chinese models, the Cuban pattern stresses balance of physical and 
mental work. The future elite is to be guarded against losing intellectual 
contact with the proletarian masses through an overdose of theory. 


"A man working only with his head," teaches "maximo lider" Castro, "is just 
as unhappy as a man working only with his hands." Fidelist pedagogy in the 
ideal case takes the presumptive party leader under its wing when he is only 
a smal! child in order to lead him safe and sound to graduation as a member 
of the cadre. 





The curriculum of the "rural schools" comprises science, Spanish, history 
and above all Marxism-Leninism. The practical part includes work in the 
fields and cultivation of new land. Each school has about 600 hectares of 
usable agricultural land--far more than needed for educational purposes. 
The reason; What with 35,000 Cuban soldiers stationed in Africa, there is 
a shortage of agricultural labor at home. 


In addition to the homes for domestic students, there are at present nine cadre 
schools on the Isle of Youth separated according to nationality, including 
eight for Africans. The ninth was established recently for children from 
Nicaragua, 


The "rural school" of the Congolese consists of 4 prefabricated houses, plastered 
with portraits of Marx and Lenin, composec in all of 30 sleeping halls with 

20 beds each, classrooms and dining halls and sick bay, plus three sports 
fields--all amid billowing fields of sugar cane. Schools, sports fields and 
places of work are only a few hundred steps removed from one another. 


If one believes Castro's propaganda journal CUBA INTERNATIONAL ("CI"), the 
children are flourishing in the friendly environment. According to 1/-year- 
old Julius Thimoteus from Namibia quoted by CI reporter Ciro Bianchi Ross, 
in Cuba there is ilways "a happy atmosphere; back home in Namibia, there is 
not so much happiness," 


Nor do the teachers remain unaffected by so much youthful serenity. Idania 
Martinez of the Hendrik Witbooi School experienced the high point of her 
ceacher's career when she found a love letter from a little boy from Namibia 
on her desk which concluded with the words, "Would you like to be my mother?" 


Isolation from one's family apparently is considered one of the prerequisites 
of the success of the training program. No provision is made for home leave. 
The new person maturing under the teachers’ care presumably is not to be 
allowed to relapse as a result of contacts with the old environment. Free 

of any reactionary influence , he is to overcome tribal thinking and learn 

to think nationalistically. 


In this respect the educational aid program for Africa differs from that for 
Nicaragua, where over 1,000 Cuban teachers have been active in molding people's 
consciousness since the otherthrow of dictator Somoza. 


Even correspondence with relatives in Africa apparently endangers the maturing 
process. Even 4 months after departure, many families of the Congolese 
children had not yet heard from their sons and daughters. For many of them, 
even JEUNE AFRIQUE observed, "time is really passing quite slowly." 
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INTER=AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SOMALI NATLONALISTS FIGHTING WITH ETHIOPIAN FORCES 


‘Fierce Fighting’ Reported 


LD221543 Voice of Western Somali and Abo Liberation Fronts (clandestine) 
in Somali to Western Somalia 0930 GMT 22 Mar 80 LD/EA 


[Text] Fierce fighting took place between the liberation forces of the 
Western Somali Liberation Front [WSLF] and the black Abyssinian colonialist 
forces in the town of (Shakisa) recently. 


The heroic WSLF liberation forces freed the town from the Addis Ababa 
regime and it is now controlled by the liberation forces. 


A report from the war front adds that after their base was destroyed and 
many of their colleagues killed or wounded, 150 Abyssinian officers and 
men surrendered to the gallant fighters of the WSLF forces. These soldiers 
of the Addis Ababa regime are now in the hands of the liberation forces. 


A report issued by the liberation forces of the Somali Abo recently said 
that the Abo liberation forces and the enemy Abyssinian forces fought a 
5-day bitter battle in (Heru), (Handitu), (Maltu), (Melawes) and other 
places in Arssi region. 


In the battle 113 Abyssinian soldiers were killed and many more wounded. 
The Abo liberation forces burned out 2 army trucks and seized 63 AK rifles, 
30,000 bullets, a large store of food and military equipment. 


The liberation forces lost 17 men, and 5 were wounded. 


During their retreat the black colonialist forces burned down villages and 
stole herds of cattle and camels which the liberation forces later recap- 
tured from the enemy and restored to their owners. 


Casualties Reported 


LD241216 Voice of Western Somali and Abo Liberation Fronts [clandestine] 
in Somali to Western Somalia 0930 GMT 24 Mar 80 LD/EA 


[Text] Fierce fighting re ently took place between the WSLF freedom- 
fighters and troops of the Abyssinian regime at (Charati). More than 45 
soldiers of the Addis Ababa regime were killed and three of their lorries 
were burned out. The enemy suffered very heavy losses. Five freedom- 
fighters were killed and six wounded in the engagement. 
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INTER~AFRICAN AFFALRS 


COCOA PRODUCERS ALLIANCE PRESIDENT ON RESULTS OF SUMMIT 
AB250728 Terie AFP in French 1721 GMT 25 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] Yamoussoukro (Ivory Coast), 25 Mar (AFP)--Mr Carlo Alberto 
Andrade Pinto, president of the Cocoa-Prodicing Countries Alliance, 
declared in Yamoussoukro at the end of the 2-day summit of producer 
countries today that the main thing now is to recover the funds for the 
buffer stock stipulated within the framework of the international agree- 
ment on cocoa and estimated, according to him, at about $220 million 
with interest. 


According to the president of the alliance, the producer countries will 
submit an annex protocol to the 1975 international agreement on cocoa 
requesting the elimination of the economic clauses from the agreement. 
This protocol will be valid for 60 or 90 days while awaiting ratifica- 
tion by signatory governments of the 1975 agreement. If it is not rati- 
fied during this period, Mr Pinto added, then the agreement will auto- 
matically become null and void. This agreement, in principle, will 
expire on 31 March. As from that moment, Mr Pinto said, the producer 
countries will have the r.ght to insist on recovering the funds for the 
buffer stock, and they will manage the funds themselves. 


Mr Pinto also stated that the members of the alliance were fully aware 
of the problems that this new policy was likely to create for some coun- 
trices, such as Ghana, for whom cocoa represents the major, if not the 
only, source of income. We have already helped Ghana in the past and 
we are absolutely ready to help this country as long as necessary, he 
declared. 


Asked finally about the meeting scheduled for tomorrow, Wednesday, in 
London between producers and consumers within the framework of the 
renegotiation of the international agreement on cocoa, the president of 
the alliance declared: “That will be as though we were going to say 
good morning and goodby, we were happy to meet you." 
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HASTY COLONIZATION OF VOLTA VALLEYS HIT 


London WEST AFRICA in English 17 Mar 80 pp 475-476 
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As one official involved in the projects 
has observed, there are many plans but not 
enough money. The land involved ts spread 
over different part of the country. The first 
attempt at eradication involved the Black 
Volia Basm and had some succem, 
venitcant enough to start a second 
“ on the busine of the White Volta. 
the ‘& Volta and the Bassili. In all, its 
estimated that the Autorite de | Amenage- 


ment des Vallees des Voltas, controls 
2,890,000 hectares of which 630,000 will 
be used for agriculture. 

Initially 1 was thought that this would 
permit the installation of 70,000 families. 
However. itm now thought that the plans be 
extended to the relocation of over im. 
people in the area by the turn of the century. 

It has been reliably cakulased that at the 
present rates, the cost of moving a family 


unit of six people, that is including all the 


coste of infrastructure (roads, wells, schools etc.), amounts to $15,000. 
If that te to be multiplied by the original, conservative, plan of 70,000 
families the current, minimum cost of the entire progranme over the next 
twenty years would be $1,050,000,000. 


The more serious problem concerns recruitment. Since 1974 figures show that 
there has been an extremely disappointing reaction. Voltaic authorities 
have concentrated their attention almost entirely on the Mossi plateau 

of Ouagdougou and Yatenga. ‘ihis is a densely and in places over-populated 
area. It has therefore been suggested that the eagerness with which the 
authorities have sought out the inhabitants of this area reflects political 
priorities on the Plateau rather than concern for the development of re- 
claimed land. There is also the suspicion that the authorities would like 
to spread Mossi influence by creating a Mossi enclave in the scuth near the 
Ghana and Togo frontiers. The initial failures of the recruitment scheme 
reflect some of the shortcomings in the infrastructure that should have 
awaited the migrants. It is aleo obvious that in an area which supplies 

@ vast number of able bodied migrants to the Ivory Coast, there will be a 
dearth of families willing to risk themselves in a dubious venture. Fur- 
thermore, researchers have noted that in the early stages of the projects 
the recruitment campaign consisted, in some cases literally, of an exten- 
sion officer and his bicycle on the Plateau. In the last three years there 
has been considerable publicity on the wireless. 


Whatever improvements there may have been, have not dissuaded some of the 
aid agencies involved in the programme that the Voltaic government is, in 
effect, trying to inetitute involuntary migration. This is in response to 
the failure to attract voluntary migrants and to avert the already existing 
threat, to the government, of the new areas being swamped by a wave of 
spontaneous migration. The plan of “planned resettlement" is such that at 
least one foreign agency has had to withdraw its transport assistance for 
fear of being openly identified with a policy that amounts to enforced ai- 
gration--something which the Mossis know well from the pre-war days of the 
Office du Niger. While one appreciates the obvious advantages of planning 
tre resettlement in order to avoid squatting on a massive scale, it is 
Significant that foreign donors have expressed fears on the morality of 
the whole affair. 











It does not take long for news to filer home. The Mossis on the plateau will 
have learned that it will take up to three years before they can see any 
substantial commercial returne. The Mossi tradition has been to migrate, 
individually and seasonally, to obtain immediate finance. It ie also the 
case that families migrating will go to places where relatives are already 
inatalled. The Yatenga Mosei have migrated towards the Black Volta. Ano- 
ther disincentive has been the attempt to attract larger families. The 
system of land allocation is such that parcele of land are divided accord- 
ing to the size of the family. Hence the AVV has defined seven types of 
unite of which the most common is the third type which averages between 9.5 
and 11 hectares for a five member family, or the seventh type which covers 
between 19 and 22 hectares and is for a family of ten. At the moment there 
is little evidence of large families being prepared to move out. 


The system has been to move migrants into the new land in the first three 
monthe of the year so that they have time to prepare the soil for the com- 
ing planting season. 


Grown Too Quickly 


A report that was completed almost two years ago came to a brief but very 
precise conclusion: "The AVV is a viable organisation which has grown too 
quickly, neglecting to create within itself a structure and organisation 
proportionate to its objectives. A new model is certainly necessary. In 
particular the following should be borne in mind; the consolidation of or- 
ganisational structures; the need to employ a certain number of Voltaiques 
cadres; the situation must be financially purged and the budget controlled; 
a continuous evaluation which will permit the periodic reactualisation of 
projects; the commercialisation of agricultural products can no longer be 
neglected." 


The last comment was apt in so far that previous advice had suggested that 
the migrants should be left very much to their own devices. Only cotton 
could be guaranteed a market. Otherwise the farmers would have to arrange 
for the marketing of their own products. This was seen to be a serious dis- 
advantage to the system. The government has also stressed that it does not 
intend to introduce modern agricultural techniques. Traditional methods 

are being advocated--unlike the projects in Togo. Recent research has es- 
tablished that the soil structure in some of the new resettlement areas 

in the valleys are different to those of the Mossi Plateau and do not lend 
themselves to the new inhabitants’ traditional planting methods. 


If this is the recent evidence, and given that the financial constraints 
will prevent the total realisation of the programme of the AVV within the 
objectives set for the foreseeable future, one conclusion can be drawn, as 
has already been said by some experts involved with the AVV. To achieve 
any success, a constant and thorough research programme has to be carried 
out. It is essential that approach is multi-disciplinary and that execu- 
tion of the proposals made by researchers and planners should also be seen 











in this light. One complaint about the present situation in the AVV areas 
ie that there is a significant lack of cohesion. For example, education 
specialists are setting up schoole before a road has even been planned, It 
is this part of planning which can make the essential difference between a 
programme's success or failure. 


The observation that many will make is that those who are meant eventually 
to enjoy the success of a programme, the peasants, are the ones who must 
pay the price for government expediency and lack of foresight, which jeo- 
pardises the entire scheme. 


C80: 4420 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


MEETINGS HELD ON PROGRESS OF OMVS DAM-BUILDING PROJECTS 
AB261935 Paris AFP in French 1119 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB 


‘Text] Dakar, 26 Mar (AFP)--The future of the proposed dams on the 

Se. gal River continues to be the subject of meetings by the authorities 
of the OMVS [Senegal River Development Organization] which includes 
Senegal, Mali and Mauritania. The ministerial council of this organi- 
zation has just held an extraordinary meeting in Dakar at the end of 
which no release has as yet been made to the press. According to a 
communique published in Nouakchott, Mr Lamine Keita, Malian minister 

of industrial development and chairman of the ministerial council of the 
OMVS, has gone to report on the outcome of this meeting to Lt Col Khouna 
Ould Haydala, current chairman of the OMVS. 


The OMVS which was established in (?March) 1972, is supposed to build two 
dams in Manantali in Mali and Diama at the mouth of the Senegal (River). 
Construction of these projects has been delayed by inflation which con- 
stantly increases the required amount for the projects to take off. 
Presently, according to experts, the amount needed to finance the pro- 
jects is estimated at $800 or $850 million. The amount raised, which is 
about $550 million (taking inflation during construction into considera- 
tion), would enable construction work to begin on the Diama dam, esti- 
mated to cost $150 million and whose foundation stone was laid in December. 


But according to good financial sources, certain sources of financing, 
especially Arab countries (more than $250 million was provided by Saudi 
Arabia, Abu Dhabi and the Islamic Development Bank), will only release 
the funds when almost the whole amount for the two dams has been found 
so as to be certain that the projects would actually be carried out. 


It should be noted that in the search for financing, the OMVS has reduced 
its initial projects. Thus the construction of a hydroelectric power 
station to produce 800 million kilowatts for the extraction of good grade 
iron ore, according to specialist circles from eastern Senegal and western 
Mali have been left out of the program until a later stage of this program. 
Similarly, the 300 to 500 million cubic meter water reservoir which was 

to be built near the Diama dam--reduced to an antisalt dam--has now been 
abandoned. 


CSO: 4400 ll 

















INTER=AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TOURE MESSAGE TO TRAORE--Bamako, 20 February. Guinean Economy Minister 
Ismael Toure arrived in Bamako last Monday, bringing a personal message 
from President Sekou Toure, addressed to the Malian president, Gen Moussa 
Traore. In talking to the press, the Guinean minister indicated that the 
message deals with relations of common interest for both countries, in 
particular within the framework of cooperation in the economy. [Text] 
[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Feb 80 p 8] 5058 


SAO TOME, CONGO COOPERATION--Brazzaville, 19 February. As a result of the 
official visit to that country by the minister of foreign relations and 
cooperation of Sao Tome and Principe, a joint commurique was published 
today, in the capital of the Congo, between the authorities of that country 
and the chief of Sao Tome diplomacy. The joint communique covers prospects 
for cooperation between the two countries in the fields of science, 
technology, and agriculture. The communique was signed by the ministers 

of foreign relations of these two countries, respectively, Maria do 
Nascimento da Grace Amorim and Pierre Nze. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 20 Feb 80 p 8] 5058 


KENYA-ETHIOPIA COMMITTEE MEETING--The 28th Ethiopian-Kenyan joint 
interministerial consultative committee meeting opened at the port of 
Mombasa in Kenya yesterday. In his speech at the opening ceremony, 
Comrade Col Dr Feleke Gedle-Giorgis, minister of foreign affairs of 
Socialist Ethiopia, said that Somalia's expansionist policy is a serious 
threat to peace and security in the region. Comrade Colonel Dr Feleke 
spoke of the long-standing good-neighborly relations between Ethiopia 
and Kenya. The Ethiopian foreign minister said that it is unfortunate 
that a new situation has arisen in the region, which, he stressed, is a 
new threat to peace and security. Kenyan Foreign Minister Dr Robert Ouko 
said that the 4-day meeting is aimed at further strengthening the long- 
standing relations between Ethiopia and Kenya. Dr Ouko stressed that the 
maintenance of peace and security is essential for economic and social 
development. He hailed the recent improvement in relations between 
Ethiopia and Sudan and said that it will strengthen cooperation between 
the countries of the region. It is to be recalled that Ethiopia and 
Kenya have signed a joint defense agreement. [Text] [LD251220 Addis 
Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 0400 GMT 25 Mar 80 LD/EA] 


12 














ANGOLA=CONGO ECONOMIC TALKS=-=The president, Dr Limann, has returned home 
after a 2 day official visit to Togo. Speaking to newsmen at the castle, 
the president described his visit as successful. He said he discussed 

a very wide range of issues with the Togolese leader, General Eyadema. 

Dr Limann said no major decisions were taken since the visit was a goodwill 
mission. He said a joint Ghana-Togo permanert commission will be reacti- 
vated. The president hoped that there will be fewer border incidents 

if officials of both sides will not react to minor issues. Dr Limann 

has extended an invitation to President Eyadema to visit the country. 
[Text] [AB240654 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 24 Mar 80 AB] 


ANGOLAN-CONGOLESE DISCUSSION--Lisbon, 21 February--An Angolan mission 
headed by Minister of Finance Ismael Martins is currently pursuing talks 
in Brazzaville on the coordination of the Angolan and Congolese economies, 
a usually reliable source in the Congolese capital has announced, The 
Angolan delegation arrived in the Congo last Thursday for a 4-day visit to 
that African country. The Angolan ministers of agriculture and education 
are also members of the mission. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
22 Feb 80 p 10] 5157 


ALGERIAN AID TO GAMBIA--A four-man Algerian 

delegation, led by former Algerian ambassador to The Gambia Mr. Azziz 
Hacene, paid a four day visit to The Gambia for discussions with an inter- 
ministerial team of Gambian experts. Topics discussed included telecommuni- 
cations, trade, assistance for educational projects and setting up of a 
rural vocational training centre at Mansakonko. Algeria will consider 
supplying gas to the GUCs proposed bottling plant and supplying farm- 

ing implements. The Gambia has submitted a draft proposal to the visitors. 
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 17 Mar 80 p 506] 


MOZAMBIQUE-ETHIOPIA SUGAR CO: ‘\PERATION--Addis-Ababa, 14 March (from our spe- 
cial correspondent)--The seci.nd day of the official visit that the RPM's min- 
ister of foreign affairs, Joayuim Chissano, is making to Ethiopia was taken 
up by a trip to a major sugar center located 100 kilometers from the Ethio- 
pian capital, in the fertile Awash River valley. This economic center, pre- 
viously controlled by Dutch capital, was nationalized by the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment in 1974, immediately after the fall of Emperor Haiie Selassie. In 
talking to the heads of this manufacturing unit, Minister Joaquim Chissano 
underscored the need for the cooperation developed between the two countries 
to be focussed mainly on an exchange of views in the area of the sugar sec- 
tor. One of the points which particularly interested the heads of that com 
plex was the degree of self-sufficiency attained by our country in the ma- 
nufaclure of spare parts for machinery. Since this is one of the most dif- 
ficult problems facing the Ethiopian sugar sector, in view of its heavy 
dependence on foreign countries in the area of maintenance, the exchange of 
views between workers from the two countries was agreed to with pleasure. 
[Excerpts] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 15 Mar 80 p 1] 2909 
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ANGOLA 


LARA NOTES FAILINGS IN DEFENSE, SECURITY APPARATUS 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 23 Feb 80 pp 1, 10 


[Report of address by Lucio Lara, Central Committee secretary for DEPPI, at 
a conference of Interior Ministry workers in Amboim, date not given] 


[Text] N'Gunza (Special correspondent)--"It is essential that every 
citizen see a member of the security forces as someone to protect him, his 
party and the state," declared Comrade Lucio Lara, at the opening session 
of the first conference of political workers of the Ministry of the 
Interior, which is being held in the facilities of the state agricultural 
enterprise, formerly CADA, in the municipio of Amboin. 


On that occasion, the secretary of the Central Committee for the DEPPI 
[Department of Political and Ideological Education] and DORGAN [Department 
of Party Organization] noted the Interior Ministry workers' responsibility 
for maintaining the security of the people and the territorial integrity of 
the People's Republic of Angola, at a time when the "imperialists are 
resuming a major offensive against Angola, against our bulwark, the MPLA-~an 
offensive scientifically designed, with the aid of computers, by exports in 
subversion, counterintelligence and sabotage." 


In this important address, Lara, a member of the Political Bureau of MPLA- 
Labor Party, also discussed the Rectification Movement and the consequent 
establishment of party structures in defense agencies and the security 
apparatus, to strengthen and improve the organization of these latter. 


It is recognized that considerable progress has been made in building the 
party, at several levels in the nation's life. Bringing up the specific 
case of the Armed Forces and the security apparatus, however, Lucio Lara 
said: "If there have been gaps in building the party, we would have to say 
they are here. These shortcomings are seen particularly in the Armed 
Forces and security agencies." He added: "I mean to say, and this is in 
the nature of self-criticism, that today, 10 years after the rectification 
movement was launched, now when there are active cells in the public 
departments and various agencies, the party cannot come to a meeting as 
important as this one and say: Our party can be very proud of the political 
work accomplished in the Interior Ministry." 
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This is not to deny recognition of the work that has been done, but, as 
Lara stressed: "As a party, we have not been able to establish the 
necessary liaison between the Interior Ministry and the party's Department 
of Organization." 


At another point in his address, Lara brought up the particularly difficult 
international situation at the time of this meeting, with the recent threats 
by the South African racists against the sister Republic of Mozambique and, 
less directly, against the People's Republic of Angola, because of the 
support these two countries have given to the liberation strvugles in 
Namibia and Zimbabwe. 


He also accused the Portuguese government of collusion with Angolan bandits 
and traitors, who use the news media to slander the party and the Angolan 
revolution, insulting the dignity of our people, who have always 
distinguished between colonialism and fascism and the fraternal ties that 
unite them with the peoples of the world. 


Comrade Lara expressed his satisfaction that, throughout the proceedings, 
the participants of the conierence would he making party concerns their own. 


"I am confident that the political workers will leave here with a clear idea 
of how to insure the safety of our people," the leader concluded. 


Present at the opening session of the conference were Comrade Mariano Puku, 
vice minister of the interior and coordinator of the proceedings, ard 
Comrade Armando Dembo, provincial commissioner of Kwanza-Sul, both members 
of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee, and the national directors of 
the JMPLA [MPLA Youth], the OMA [Organization of Angolan Women] and the 
DEPPI. 


The conference agenda includes discussion of topics related to the 
Rectification Movement, poiitical and ideological education, and the tasks 
of youth and women in the revolution. The discussions will be moderated by 
members of the nationai structures of DORGAN, DEPPI and the mass democratic 
organizations. 


About 80 delegates are taking part in this first conference of political 
workers of the Interior Ministry, representing all the country's provincial 
and national departments of the Interior Ministry. 


6362 
cso: 4401 


15 








ANGOLA 


HEAVY INDUSTRY 1979 GOALS ONLY HALF-FULFILLED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 2 Mar 80 pp 1, 10 


[Excerpts] The general council of direction of the National Directorate of 
Heavy Industry, of MINDEN [Ministry uf Industry and Energy], met on Friday 
in the municipio of Viana, to review the productive activity in the past 
year and to plan the work to be developed during 1980. 


At the end of the proceedings, the participants approved a document in 
which they acknowledged that the 1979 plan had not been fully implemented. 
Although, generally speaking, productivity improved in all sectors, and 
production increased by 26 percent over 1978, "the plan was only 50-percent 
fulfilled." 


The reasons for this are of a technical and organizational nature. 
Deficiencies were found in the system for supply of technical material, as 
well as a lack of skilled workers, inadequate maintenance of equipment, and 
weak organization of the production system, resulting in inadequate 
engagement of the workers and a low level of labor discipline. 


After reviewing productive activity in 1979, the participants thoroughly 
analyzed the plan for 1980, and concluded that its implementation depends 
on supplies and on investment. 


Three concerns were expressed regarding supply: the existence of a certain 
number of nonessential factories that absorb a considerable share of raw 
materials and other goods, the lack of reserve inventories in most of the 
plants, and the irregular deliveries by marketing structures that specialize 
in items of current consumption. 


6362 
CSO: 4401 
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ANGOLA 


FAMILIES OF STUDENTS IN CUBA URGED TO CORRESPOND 

Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 23 Feb 80 p 2 

[Letters from readers; editor's reply] 

[Excerpts] "First of all, allow me to offer revolutionary greetings. 


"This is the first time I have written to JORNAL DE ANGOLA, about the lack 
of correspondence from our country. 


"Here on the Isle of Youth in Cuba, I am happy with my studies and I am 
carrying out the mission assigned us by the MPLA-Labor Party. 


"I am a little concerned about the lack of correspondence from my family and 
friends. So I urge my friends and relatives to write to me at the following 
address: Arao Ambrosio Filemon, ESBC 47, Leovigildo Ramires Acosta, Isle 

of Youth, Republic of Cuba. [Signed] Arao Ambrosio." 


From another Angolan scout who is now studying on the Isle of Youth, we 
received the following letter. 


"My name is Bermindo Faria Pinheiro. I am currently studying in Cuba, on 
the Isle of Youth, ESGD 47, Leovigildo Ramires Acosta, and I ask my father, 
Antonio Adao Pinheiro, employee of the Americo Boavida Hospital, or my 
mother, Angela Domingos Faria, to go as soon as possible to the Office of 
the Presidency, Department of Assistance to Angolan Students Abroad, Rua 
Pinheiro Furtado No 27, Saneamento District, to drop off their 
correspondence. [Signed] Bermindo Faria" 


To Relatives of Students Abroad 


Editor's note: For a soldier from Cunene stationed in Cabinda, or vice 
versa, although all the social conditions are present for a normal life, he 
is always pretty unhappy about the lack of one thing: correspondence from 
his family. A person feels even more isolated, even sadder, on the days 
when the mail arrives and he sees everyone getting letters, and he can only 
look from a distance on the happy faces of his comrades. Even a soldier, 
already a grown man, can feel this deeply. 
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The problem is more serious when it comes to the scouts, because the first 
impression of the world they have left behind is that they have been 
abandoned by the people who used to care for them--by their friends, by 
everyone they knew. Their concern is sometimes reflected in their work, 
because they cannot concentrate properly on it. 


“Why don't they write to me?" they keep thinking, and there is no answer. 
So some of them write to the newspaper to teil about their concern, which 
is affecting their studies. When this happens, who is to blame? 


Parents of Angolan students abroad, you should give careful thought to this 
matter, because the success you expect from these students also depends on 
you. 


The comfort you can provide by writing will fill the space now taken up by 
their concern at not receiving any letters. At least take the time to 
deliver your letters to the section for student support. 


For parents who do not know how to read and write, we call attention to the 
following fact: 


It costs nothing to get in touch with someone in your neighborhood, even if 
that person is just learning to write, to write down a few lines for you. 


You should write, because a letter is always important to those who are far 
from home, from their birth place, which is Angola. If you don't, you run 
the risk that they will not like you when, one day, they come home to make 
their contribution to the process of national reconstruction. 


6362 
cso: 4401 
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ANGOLAN-SOVLET FISHING FLEET CATCH PLUNGES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 14 Feb 80 p 3 


[Text] For many people, the current shortage of fish in the city martets 
is proof of the inefficiency of the fishing port of Luanda. Although the 
port is not operating up to ite installed capacity, the fact is that it 
cannot really be blamed for the fish shortage. 


What is happening, then? 


Conceived basically to provide unloading services and technical and logis- 
tical support for the Luanda fishing fleet, the Port Enterprise for Fish- 
ing was formed by the Fishing Ministry in July 1978. Its productivity 
depends in large measure on the productivity of the fishing fleet itself. 
Ae we verified a few days ago, the fleet has not been working up to its 
capacity, since far less fish is being unloade’ than was customary a few 
months back. 


We met briefly with the director of the Port Enterprise for Fishing, who 
summarized the situation as follows: 


"Some months ago, the Angolan-Soviet fleet, which operates along our coast, 
regularly delivered a. average of 50 to 60 tons of fish per day. Now we 
are receiving only 7 tons, on the average. Last week, for example, we were 
virtually idle because there was no fish to unload. There was even one 
day when we unloaded only 2,000 kilos of fish... 


"With this kind of fishing production, the shortage of fish in Luanda's 
markets is not surprising.” 


The fishing port employs 367 workers, in three 7-hour shifts, virtually 
covering the 24 hours in a day. The unloading capacity is about 180 tons 
per day, but the 52 boats now in operation do not come close to meeting 
the installed capacity of the port enterprise, whose productivity depends 
directly on the fluctuating production of the fleet. 
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As a rule, once unloaded, the fish are transported in the port trucks to 
the manufacturing plants or the markets. 


Union and Party Organization 


Meanwhile, the fishing port of Luanda has some problema with union organ- 
ization. The rectification campaign has not reached there yet, although 
the Party Urban Committee has already begun to prepare for it, namely in 
a survey of the best workers, for later selection as party members. 


Along with such problems, the fishing port is troubled somewhat with absen- 
teeism among the workers. One of the reasons given is the lack of trane- 
portation. There is only one truck, which seats 8, for some 150 workers, 
most of whom live some distance away. 


6362 
CSO: 4401 
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ANGOLA 


REASONS FOR POOR FROPESCA CATCH REVIEWED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 14 Feb 80 p 3 


[Excerpts] Fishing in Angola, which was flourishing in the colonial era, 

is now struggling with a lack of resources, the result of sabotage and the 
theft of boats prior to 11 November 1975, as well as the exodus of trained 
foreign personnel. 


In recent years, however, party and government organs have been putting 
great effort into stimulating activity in this important sector in the 
food supply area. 


Among these measures is the creation of various maritime companies, speci- 
fically FROPESCA [Regional Fishing Enterprise], which is regional in scope 
and has 33 fishing vessels, including trawlers, purse seiners and trollers. 
Only 11 of these vessels are currently in operation, and only 10 of them 
are really large. 


“Our production plan for the current year,” FROPESCA director Benevolo 
Goncalves told us, “called for 17,000 tons of fish, but because of 
higher-level directives regarding the hiring of skilled foreign manpower, 
both as fishermen and shipyard workers, this goal was revised upward to 
26,000 tons of fish, if we actually get the support that has been promised 
us. 


“At the moment, however, we are doubtful that we can meet this commit- 
ment, since our shipyards are not in a position to repair immediately 
all the vessels that are out of operation.” 


Other problems are contributing to FROPESCA's poor productivity, however. 
One of them is the lack of ice, because, as we learned, the Fishing Min- 
istrv's ice plants do not have the capacity to provide a regular supply 
for FROPESCA's ships. The fishermen's diet is also among the various 
problems daily confronting the officials; the crews are constantly demand- 
ing better food. 


Naturally, no one likes to work on an empty stomach. 
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before they go to sea, the vessels must be loaded with food supplies 
and matertal needed for fishing. Without enough to eat, the crews 
naturally do not give the necessary performance, and thia obviously 
affects the whole production plan. 


Goncalves told us of his concerns in this regard. 


"We asked the Domestic Trade Ministry for more food, but we are still 
not receiving enough for our needs. Our fishing area is many hours away 
from here, eo the lack of ice is also a serious problem; by the time the 
ships come into port, the fish has already begun to spoil. 


Done Everything 


"We have done everything possible to solve the problem——innumerable con- 
tacts with the few existing ice plants in the city of Luanda and even 
with the provincial association in this field. 


"At a certain point, they began to give us some assistance, but very 
little. 


Another Problem 


Another problem hampering FROPESCA is that it does not have a workshop 
for minor repairs. 


FROPESCA has been waiting for a higher budget allocation from the Office 
of Planning for 2 years...and has been working for about 2 years at only 
about 30 percent of its production capacity, since most of its boats are 
out of operation. 


Nonetheless, it has increased its production slightly, from 700 to 800 
tons a month. 


Cadre Training 


From the formation of FROPESCA in 1978 until very recently, its employees 
(fron officials to rank and file) have been assisted by a team of Cuban 
fishing specialists. During that period, 33 comrades were trained in 
various specialties in the sector, attending intensive courses at the 
Province School of the Ministry of Fishing, located in Vivilar. In addi- 
tion m this training, there is the experience that is being acquired 
through practical training, since the vessels now in operation do not 
call for much technical knowledge. 


Continuing our conversation with the director, we were informed that new, 
wore modern fishing vessels will be arriving in our country, and they will 
need more qualified crews, since these units are geared to more advanced 
fishing methods. 











"Right now, we do not have qualified men to handle these boats, which 
should be arriving in the second half of this year." 


Precisely for this reason, the Ministry of Fishing decided to hire 
foreign technicians to manage these boats, in order to meet the plan for 
26,000 tone of fish. 


According to the older fishermen, the purse seiners that FROPESCA has 
now never used to bring in less than 300 to 400 tone a month. Today 
they do not even manage 100 tons. 


Hence, several foreign technicians have already been hired to work on the 

ships FROPFRSC, has now, so they can produce up to their installed capacity. 
A new problem, however, immediately confronts the firm's officials: how to 
unload ali this fish that the boats are assured of bringing in from now on. 


At one time, the boats were bringing in 400 tons of fish a month, and had 
no trouble unloading them, because they had docks at the fishmeal plants, 
piers at the salting plants, etc. The unloading system used was that of 

"inundation"; the hold of the ship was flooded, and the fish were sucked 

out through huge pipes, by a special system, right into the plant. From 

there, they were shunted off, either for salting or to produce fish meal. 
Now there is only one plant with this equipment, and even that one has a 

limited capacity. 


Concluding our conversation, FROPESCA director Goncalves added that mea- 
sures are being taken which should improve productivity beginning the last 
2 weeks of this month. 


“EDIPESCA does not rely on our production,” he added. “It relies on the 
production of the Soviet-Angolan fleet and the quota system we have with 
the Soviet Union and Cuba. The latter guarantee most of the fish catch." 


It should be noted that, added to all the problems now confronting FROPESCA, 
the Ministry of Fishing and the enterprises under it are still being 
organized and structured, as can be verified by the conclusions of the 

last General Advisory Council of the Directorate of Fishing, but this 
obviously does not justify FROPESCA's poor productivity. 


lt is certain that the enterprise must quickly resume the kind of produc- 


tivity that will make this highly essential food product available to the 
Angolan people. 


6362 
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ANGOLA 


BRLEFS 


ITALLAN COMMERCE DELEGATION--A delegation from the Chamber of Commerce of 
the Republic of Italy is expected to arrive in Luanda early this morning, 
to hold discussions with officials of Angola's Foreign Trade Ministry 
regarding aspects of economic cooperation. Discussions with the Italian 
delegation are scheduled to begin today at 1600 hours, in the auditorium 
of the Secretariat of State for Cooperation, and should end early in the 
evening on 18 February. The opening session will be chaired by Lopo do 
Nascimento, member of the Party Central Committee and minister of foreign 
trade. The Angolan delegation at the discussions will be led by Vice Min- 
ister Paulino Pinto Joao. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 
13 Feb 80 pp 1, 7] 6362 


UNSPECIFIED GDR DONATION--In a ceremony today at 1500 hours, in the facil- 
ities of the Commercial Port of Luanda, the ambassador of the GDR will 
present a gift of various material to the General Secretariat of UNTA 
(National Union of Angolan Workers). The ceremony will be attended by 
members of the General Secretariat of our union and the GDR embassy staff 
accredited to our country. The present offering is among the gifts we 
have received from the Socialist countries as an expression of their com- 
mitment to solidarity with developing countries engaged in building a 
society that will meet the needs of their peoples. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL 
DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 13 Feb 80 p 2] 6362 


PROTOCOL AGREEMENT WITH GDR--Last evening, the delegations of the People's 
Republic of Angola and the GDR signed the Protocol of the First Session of 
the Subcommission for Transport and Communications. The delegations were 
led by Comrade Julio de Almeida, Angola's vice minister of transportation, 
and Erhard Schulz, GDR vice minister for general production of agricultural 
machinery and vehicles. The signing took place in the auditorium of the 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, and was attended by the national directors of the 
various transport sectors, officials of the Secretariat of State for Coope- 
ration, and the forei yn specialists constituting the GDR delegation. The 
two delegations signed the final protocol of the subcommission following 
discussions which began on 7 February. It provides for the development of 
bilateral cooperation in the areas of rail and highway transportation, the 
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merchant marine, ports and postal and telecommunications. An agreement 
was also signed establishing the initiation of bilateral relations in the 
areas of postal service and communications. The German delegation also 
met with Faustino Muteka, Coeho da Cruz and Hidio Machado, ministers, 
respectively, of transportation, health and telecommunications. [Text] 
[Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 14 Feb 80 pp 1, 10] 6362 


TEACHER SHORTAGE--Luanda, 21 February. The Angolan Education Ministry 
will, starting in March, promote accelerated first-level teacher training. 
These courses will last 5 months and are intended for young, 18-year old 
students who have completed 6 years of study, with a view to achieving a 
tremendous increase in school attendance and eliminating the consequences 
of the teacher shortage. To protect the interests of future students, 

the Ministry of Education has decided to make available, for the 20 months 
of training, a boarding school where students will have housing, a food 
allowance, and a salary adjusted to the type of work for which they are 
going to prepare themselves on the basis of the new salary schedule. 
[Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 22 Feb 80 p 6] 5058 


ITALIAN CREDIT LINE--Luanda, 23 February--Italy will provide Angola with 

a line of credit for the import of any kind of products of Italian origin. 
A protocol with a view to the development of cooperation between the two 
countries was signed in Luanda by the president of the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce, Luigi Gasbarri, and the Angolan vice minister of foreign trade, 
Pinto Joao. In addition to cooperation on the banking level, Italy will 
support Angola in the agricultural, industrial, maritime transportation and 


electronics sectors. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Feb 80 
p 10) 5157. 


CSO: 4401 
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SOVIET PEACE COMMITTEE DELEGATION ON VISIT 
Novikov Leads Delegation 
AB261005 Cotonou EHUZU in French 17 Mar 80 p 6 AB 


[Excerpts] Comrade Nikolay Novikov, editor in chief of IZVESTIYA, press 
organ of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, arrived in Cotonou last 
Thursday at the head of a delegation of the Soviet Committee for the 
Defense of Peace, of which he is a member of the Presidium. 


The delegation also includes another member of the Presidium of the said 
committee, Professor Ilya Redko, doctor of science and head of the Insti- 
tute of Oriental Studies of the USSR Academy of Sciences. 


During ite l-week stay in Benin, the delegation will held talks with 
political and administrative authorities, trade union leaders and lead- 
ers of mass organizations on matters concerning peace in the world in 
general and in Africa in particular. 


The main task of the Soviet Committee for the Defense of Peace, as we 
know, is to search, in conjunction with the World Peace Council, for ways 
and means of promoting understanding, solidarity, friendship and peace 
among all the peoples of the world. 


Tne Soviet delegation has already visited several production units and 
organs of the press in Cotonou. 


Delegation Ende Visit 
AB261007 Cotonou EHUZU in French 18 Mar 80 pp 1, 6 AB 
[Excerpts] The delegation of the Soviet Committee for the Defense of 
Peace left Cotonou yesterday afternoon after about a week's stay in our 


country. 


Yesterday morning the Soviet delegation was received in audience at Ocam 
village by the fifth deputy speaker of the ANR [National Revolutionary 
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Assembly], Comrade Gnidehou Justin, assisted by Comrade Francegbe 
Wilfrid, rapporteur of the permanent committee of the ANR. 


After the audience, Comrade Nikolay Novikov, leader of the delegation, 
told newsmen that the talks with the ANR authorities took place in a 
cordial and friendly atmosphere and centered on the struggle for social- 
ism, security, independence and peace in the country. 


We delivered an important document signed by Mr Romesh Chandra, chairman 
of the World Peace Council, during this meeting, Comrade Novikov con- 
tinued. This document contains a call to all mass organizations of the 
progressive countries of the world, to committees for the defense of 
peace, trad» unions, parties, parliaments, and women and youth organiza- 
tions to take part in an important congress called the peoples’ parlia- 
ment which will take place in September 1980 in Sofia, Bulgaria. This 
congress, Comrade Novikov added, is an important manifestation which is 
launched by the World Peace Council, and there is no doubt that this 
peoples’ parliament for peace will play a vital role in the peoples’ 
struggle for peace, security, independence and freedom. 


The leader of the Soviet delegation also hinted that the absolute con- 
sensus which reigned between the two delegations on all the problems of 
the international scene, concerning the peoples’ struggle for peace, 
security, independence and freedom, will be published in a document that 
will summarize the Soviet delegation's stay in Benin. 


CSO: 4400 
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AHIDJO ELECTION SPEECH PROMISES CONTINUITY OF POLICIES 
AB211131 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 0600 GMT 21 Mar 80 AB 


[Cameroonian President Ahidjo's speech marking the opening of the campaign 
for presidential elections to be held on 5 April 1980--recorded } 


[Excerpts] Fellow Cameroonians and electorate, as you all know, 4 April 
1980, marks the end of the presidential term of office, and you will be cal- 
led upon to go to the ballot box to elect the head of state. This exercise 
of going to the ballot box is the most fundamental prerogative of every cit- 
izen. Within the framework of our presidential constitution, the president, 
who is responsible for the good running of the institutions of state and 
guarantor of unity and national security, plays an important role. Four 
times you have shown enthusiastic support for my person, and four times I 
have tried to insure that the confidence my fellow citizens have had in me 
was upheld. 


On the national scene, the government will continue its policy of planned 
liberalism and accelerate the process of developing national consciousness 
by a closer blending of the various tribal groups, the socio-professional 
classes and the different generations, and the Cameroon National Union Party 
should be the privileged crucible within which this transformation takes 
place. 


True to its identity of [word indistinct] personality, Cameroon will continue 
to pursue its policy of national independence and international cooperation, 
which implies nonalinement. In the same way, it will pursue its policy of 
African unity and its action in favor of the total liberation of the contin- 
ent of the last vestiges of colonialism and social domination. 


CSO: 4400 
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BRIEFS 


NEWSPAPER BAN LIFTED--According to a press communique which was issued 
this morning by the Propaganda, Press and Information Department, the 
Political Bureau has lifted the ban on the sale and distribution of 
certain newspapers that was declared 2 years ago by the government. As 
a result, the newspapers affected by these measures may now be sold 
freely throughout the nation. The Political Bureau, through this 
action, has given proof that our party does not in any way fear reac- 
tionary campaigns directed against the revolutionary institutions by 
the bourgeois press. Our people, who are now mature and seasoned, 

will be able, this time, to distinguish between truth and falsehood, 
truth and lies, truth and slander. Our party will be able to retaliate 
against any campaign of lies led by the bourgeois and reactionary press, 
whenev:.r necessary, through its propaganda organs. The present measure 
must in no way be considered as an act of weakness but rather as an act 
of courage. [Text] [AB261520 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB] 


cso: 4400 
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DJIBOUTI 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET SCIENTIFIC SHIP--On 10 March, the Soviet scientific ship "Akademik 
Vernadskiy” put into port for 2 days in the port of Djibouti. The ship, 
which has on board 67 scientists including 16 doctors of science and is 
equiped with 39 ultramodern laboratories, has a research role in the areas 
rich in fish related to the influence of oceans on the continental climate 
and the rate of pollution in the oceans. Yuriy Shchetlinin, chief of the 
scientific crew, stated that the objective «f this research is to determine 
areas rich in fish to develop industrial fishing and exploit sea wealth with 
a view to eliminating the world food shortage. The "“Akademik Vernadskiy" 
is a ship 124 meters in length and can navigate at a maximum speed of 18 
knots (about 30 kilometers per hour). There are seven other ships of its 
type, all Soviet. [Text] [Djibouti LE REVEIL DE DJIBOUTI in French 

20 Mar 80 p 4) 


CSO: 4400 
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ETHIOPIA 


CLAIMS OF U.S. TROOPS HEADING FOR BERBERA 
LD262033 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1900 GMT 26 Mar 80 LD/EA 


[Text] Reliable sources disclosed today that 10,000 American troops were 
currently heading for Berbera to jeopardize peace and stability in the Red 
Sea and Indian Ocean regions. In this respect, the sources said the large 
number of American troops heading for the port of Berbera in Somalia would 
impose great dangers on the countries of the -ndian Ocean littoral. The 
sources added that the American troop movement was a threat particularly 
against socialist Ethiopia, and added that socialist Ethiopia viewed the 
situation with great concern. 


The sources said that the mission of the American troops heading for the 

port of Berbera in Somalia was to destabilize the progressive forces in the 
Red Sea and Indian Ocean regions, in line with the global efforts of American- 
led international imperialism. In this respect, it will be recalled that a 
statement recently issued by the Foreign Ministry of socialist Ethiopia 
expressed concern over the plots of international imperialism coordinated 

by American imperialism. The reliable sources also said that socialist 
Ethiopia would not view lightly the present American military movement. 


CSO: 4407 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES MEASURES TO INCREASE GOLD PRODUCTION 
AB241630 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 24 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] A committee to make recommendations for increased gold output in 
the country was inaugurated in Accra today. In a speech read on his 
behalf, the minister of lands, natural resources, fuel and power, 

Dr George Benneh, said the government has realized the need to increase 
prospecting for new ore reserves in the gold mining industry. This is 
because some of the existing mines are facing problems of depletion of 
high grade ore reserves. 


He said the committee has been set up to enable the government to deter- 
mine which of the mines to rehabilitate and to allocate foreign exchange 
on priority basis too, in order to increase production. Dr Benneh said 
the government is seriously considering the recommendations by the 
committee which reviewed tax reforms and incentives for investments in the 
mining sector. He said the fundamental policy of the government is 
rehabilitation and redirection. The government has therefore decided to 
give priority to the mining sector in the allocation of foreign exchange. 


The committee's terms of reference among other things are: to identify 
the factors which have contributed to the downward trend of gold produc- 
tion in the country, to examine the current operations of existing mines, 
their ore reserve policy in the light of the present trends in the gold 
price and make recommendations for increased production in the short term. 
The committee will also examine records of abandoned gold mines and rank 
them on priority basis for possible reopening and development as part of 
a long-term program for increased production. 


The chairman of the five-member committee, Mr L.A.K. Quarshie, who is also 
the deputy managing director of the Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, said 
the country's gold belt stretched over 240 kilometers. He hoped the 
report of the committee, when submitted, will receive the most urgent 
attention to enable the nation to benefit from it. 


CSO: 4420 
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BRIEFS 


FAO AlD--The Food and Agriculture Organization [FAO] has promised to supply 
Ghana material aid worth millions of cedis as ite contribution to the 
success of the agricultural consus program. It includes nine land rovers, 
three key punch machines, 69 range finders and 300 weighing scales. This 
was announced by the minister of agriculture, Dr Andah, when he inaugurat- 
ed the Agriculture Census Committee in Accra. He said the government, on 
its part, has approved three million cedis for the program. The committee 
headed by the deputy minister of agriculture, Mr (Katreku), will be 
responsible for the collection of detailed information on agricultural 
resources for increased production, to evaluate the past census, study 

and make recommendations to solve problems encountered and to plan and direct 
the census. [Text] [AB210659 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 

20 Mar 80 AB) 


INFLATION RATE DROPS--The government statistician, Dr Jackson, says the 
inflation rate in Ghana has fallen from the alltime record of 116.5 percent 
in 1977 to 47.7 percent as of the end of January this year. Addressing a 
news conference in Accra today, the government statistician attributed 

the fall to what he described as the relatively good food harvest last 
year. He noted however that due to the fuel shortage last year, most of 
the foodstuffs did not come on the market as expected. He explained why 
the Central Bureau of Statistics has not been able to release up-to-date 
data on Ghana's sociocconomic variable cost:. Dr Jackson said the major 
reason for this is lack of professional sta:isticians and said that the 
government has to recognize their importance to enable them to be motivated 
to work for the country's ultimate good. The government statistician 
announced that the proposed census,scheduled for this year, cannot come on. 
He said it normally takes 2 years to make preparations towards it and that 
it is difficult to short-circuit them. Dr Jackson said lack of staff and 
accomodation for the census office as well as other facilities which are 
lacking make it possible [as printed] to give a definite date for the census. 
Present at the news conference was the deputy minister of finance and 
-conomic planning, Dr Nyarkote. [Excerpts] [AB261510 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1300 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB] 


33 











UNDP AlD--The Ghana Government and the UNDP (United Nations Development 
Program) have signed an agreement under which the country's airport and 
navigational facilities will be brought up to international standards 
within the next 5 years. The UNDP has voted over 1.5 million dollars 

for this program. A second agreement will be signed in July also for 

1.5 million dollars. The UNDP agreements will mainly sponsor the training 
of aviation personnel and supply navigational equipment. [Accra Domestic 
Service in English 1800 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB) 
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SEKOU TOURE ADDRESSES REGIONAL COUNCIL ON PERFORMANCE 
AB261725 Conakry Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB 


[Excerpts] The supreme leader of the revolution has been presiding over 
the Kankan Regional Revolutionary Council since Monday, 24 March 1980. 
The following is a report on the second day of the sessions. 


The purpose of the regional revolutionary council [CRR] and the reason 

for the presence of the supreme leader of the revolution, is the reorgani- 
zation of the situation in Kankan, a town which was declared the last of 
the 35 federations in terms of performance. This peculiar fact requires 
reflection, account taken of the past fame of Kankan, the crossroads of 
the greatest civilizations and crossroads of economic exchange from time 
immemorial. This peculiar fact also requires reflection given the 
geographical, social, demographic and economic situation of this federa- 
tion which includes 114 local revolutionary authorities and 14 district 
revolutionary authorities. 


Therefore, the supreme leader of the revolution and the large delegation 
accompanying him, left Conakry on Monday, 24 March 1980. They were given 
a rousing welcome by the people, proof that all Kankan militants yearn for 
a radical change in the current situation which does not do them honor. 


In his answering speech delivered in Malinke [vernacular language] the 
secretary general of the Guinean Democratic Party made the militants feel 
at ease. Elaborating on the goals that the Kankan revolutionary officials 
must achieve through the revolutionary regional council, President Ahmed 
Sekou Toure declared that when one remains in last place in a contest, one 
should try and find out the causes of one's failure in order to make a 
fresh new start. God is justice, he said. He created all human beings 
alike and with similar opportunities. He who has not been able to exploit 
his own opportunities should analyze the causes of his failure in order to 
improve. This is the fundamental rule for remaining constantly qualified. 
Failure, like success, gives experience and this is the reason why we are 
in Kankan today, in order that, all together, we might analyze the causes 
of the failure of Kankan in order to start anew and realize better achieve- 
ments, the secretary general of the PDG indicated. 
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Therefore, he called on the officials of the 114 revolutionary local 
administrations and of the 14 diatrict revolutionary administrations, of 
the 3 regional organe and of the federal bureau to speak out frankly and 


to stick to the truth. In any case, the central power is ready to give 
help and support to solve all problems you face. 


So, let the various officials speak out, because the main purpose of the 
party ie to create and develop all that which contributes to increasing 
the well-being of the people. 
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KENYA 


MINISTER DISCUSSES MINIMUM WAGE POLICY, KENYANIZATION 
Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 16 Mar 80 p 4 


[Interview with Minister for Labor, Elijah Mwangale, by John Esibi last 
week in Nairobi] 


[Text] Q. Following your last week's revelation that your Ministry is 
currently working on a minimum wage policy and that soon you will issue a 
Legal Notice to that effect, could you elaborate a bit more on the issue 
since it is a public issue already? How much can the workers look forward 
to, taking into account that the cost of living has gone up by 42 per 

cent since 19777 


A. The minimum wages were established in 1977, and since then the index 
cost of living has been as follows: Starting with the lower income group, 
the increase is about 42.6 per cent for the middle income group, it is about 
31 per cent, and for the upper income, it is about 33.5 per cent thus mak- 
ing an average of about 35.7 per cent overall. 


This therefore explains that the Government has been completely aware that 
the cost of living has been steadily going up in every category. 


The Government has itself felt that the time has come when the economic 
situation ought to be revised especially as it affects the workers. It 
has therefore already reviewed the civil servants’ salaries which will in 
due course be published. 


Salaries 


We have had a review of the Armed Forces salaries, whose results the Presi- 
dent has just announced. And so we are now in the process of reviewing mini- 
mum wages of all workers in Kenya. We have had representation from COTU, 
with actually very good statistical analyses. 


My Ministry is now working hand in hand with the Finance Ministry and soon 
we will come out with comprehensive and concrete figures, much to the 
workers’ relief. 
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Q. Taking into account that COTU has suggested that the minimum wages be 
625/-.: could you say your figure ie going to be higher or less than COTU's? 


A. We will soon come out with our figures...although I cannot tell you now 
by exactly how much percentage. After we finish analysing the situation and 
the country's economic position, the second stage is to prepare a paper 
which will be handed to the General Wages Advisory Board. 


The board will then meet, and on the basis of ite recommendation I, in my 
capacity as the Labour Minister, will dssue a Legal Notice disclosing the 
actual figures of wages. 


All that I can tell you right now is that the Government approved figures 
will be based on the constraints of our economy. 


We will have to balance up...we cannot be expected to put up wages just 
because the inflation rate has gone up. We have to work out things in such 
a way that the wage bill should always be lower than the inflation rate 
within a period of time. We are simply looking at the country's economy 
as a whole...and on the basis of all that...we will soon come out with our 
figures and the country in general. 


Q. We take for granted that here we are only dealing with the low-income 
group...How about the middle and the upper-income groups? Are they going 
to be considered as well? 


A. What we are doing right now, broadly speaking, is an emercise that would 
mainly affect the workers in the private sector. (/e have already dealt 
with the public sector as well as with Armed Forces incomes). 


Machinery 


Unfortunately the Government, as it is now, does not have machinery of 
stopping, reducing or controlling the salaries that could be paid to an exe- 
cutive. That is decide? by an individual company, In Government, we have 
scales...so that the Permanent Secretaries will earn so much, Deputy Perma- 
nent Secretaries earn so much...and so right down to messengers’ salaries. 
It is all laid down. 


But in the private sector, this is by and large left at the whims of the 
employers themselves...and more often, the tendency is to please the people 
in the upper echelon. 


So ali that we can do is to look into the minimum wages...or if you like, 
the living wage. Anything above that should be in accordance with the te s 
and conditions of negotiations. So that the employer, through the FKE, and 
employee, through COTU or the respective affiliated union can negotiate. 


Q. Unemployment is acutely becoming rampant in this country. The number of 
graduates is steadily increasing...yet job opportunities are scarce. What 
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is wrong with our planning system that we should have such an alarming fi- 
gure of unemployed? 


A. That ie a complex question. Firet of all let me say outright that un- 
employment hae been a problem in many developed countries. It is not just 
a problem in developing nations such as Kenya. 


In our case, I think that unemployment happened to be magnified by virtue 
of the fact that many young people leaving our schools today are not quite 
ready and willing to engage in self-employment activities. 


They are aleo not prepared to handle “blue collar" jobs. All that they are 
running for is the so-called “white collar" jobe. 


Youth 


If we were to employ all those youths today, we could engage them in our 
coffee farms and in road construction. 


My Ministry, in conjunction with other related Government Ministries, is 
coming out with suggestions and solutions as to how best this problem 

could be tacked, particularly in the rural areas. In this connection, I must 
mention that we have now taken over the role of village polytechnics so that 
we train these youths in certain skills needed in nation-building. 


The idea is to try and train our youths and eventually end up taking up 
jobs or doing their own jobs right in places where they come from. We are 
trying to advise them against having to leave their home areas and going 
for jobs in other towns. 


For thie matter, we are laying emphasis on rural development...making sure 
that such areas do have industries and necessary amenities such as cinemas, 
etc., to keep busy our people there. 


I must state here that it is not just this Ministry which is engaged in the 
task of training our youth. This is being handled by various Ministries 
and some in the private sector. In fact today we still do not know how 
many technical institutes (private or Government-owned the country does 
have. There are so many I can tell you. 


Look at colleges of technologies that are now coming up on a Harambee ba- 
sis. They are training but we don't have any data as to how many trained 
people we have in what fields. We have not reached a stage where someone 
can just press a button and figure out how many trained people we have to- 
day in what field. 


Department 
My Ministry has therefore established a department which will constantly 
keep monitoring all these trained personnel...anc ve correct figure 
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into a sort of bank...#o that in future we can know which company does need 
what kind of personnel, and we will be ready to provide such people without 
having to look for unnecessary expatriates. 


If a company in future will be in need of, say, computer programmers. ..we 
will be in a position to say either we do have or don't have such experts. 


However, the solution to unemployment really lies with our concentrating 
on rural development projects. Much will also depend on having to change 
the attitude of our youths...so that they drop the idea that only "white 
collar" jobe pay. 


Take for example, sugar today. We have done so well that today we are ex- 
porting a lot of sugar. That is the type of thing we should be advising 
our people, particularly the youths, to do. They should follow suit in 
other agricultural commodities. Self-employment is what I am trying to 
talk about here. 


We should increase our number of industries in rural areas. Our youths 
must be taught to start thin«ing of land as our source of resources. We 
have a beautiful climate for various agricultural crops. 


Given proper and organised marketing systems, our people could today depend 
on themselves, and cut off this exploitation by small individuals who have 
made it their habit of employing our people at very small salaries. 


Q. As the Minister for Labour, how do you regard the general condition of 
the working community in Kenya? 


A. I am aware that the working community just cannot survive on merely 
350/- per month. It is just too low. If you look at the rent alone...the 
minimum rent for a family of three to five is about 175/- excluding water, 
light, bus fare and even food. 


We know it and the Government in fact is aware...that is why we will soon 
come out with better figures for minimum wages. We have to be realistic. 
We ought to have more equitable distribution of the income between the upper 
and the lower level. 


In fact I would say that the upper income group should stay where it is 
right now...and bridge the gap between it and the lower income group. 


I would in fact like to recommend to the Government that the private sector 
should not pay so much to their upper income group...say something like an 
individual being paid 30,000/-, per month with free house, free car and other 
fringe benefits. Yet such an individual has a messenger with almost the 
same size of family, but earning only 300/-. 


Q. Some people are of the view that the current figure of expatriates in 
Kenya (over 15,000) is partly the cause of unemployment in Kenya. What do 
you say? 


40 








A. The total labour force today is just about one million people. Say 
juet about 900,000 or so. Of these, we have just about 13,400 expatriates. 
So that ie not really the figure, but the total wage bill of such expatriates. 


The amount of money earned by this type of workers is overf#£100 million 
yearly. This is equivalent to about nearly 16 to 20 per cent of our total 
Budget each year. But on the other hand, it must be emphasised that with 
the kind of political climate created by our good Government, international 
investors are welcomed here. 


Investors 


If we are going to allow investors to bring their capital here and eventu- 
ally employ some of our people, we must at the same time expect them to 
bring some of their people to look after their investments. We will equally 
have to admit the fact that certain skilled jobs will have to continue be- 
ing handled by specially trained people. 


What disturbs me...is to walk into a night club and see a disc jockey with 

a long beard employed as an expatriate. Or looking around to see some of 
the tour operators having an expatriate driver. That is what the Government 
is set to block. 


We will make sure that only needed expatriate are employed here. 


Q. Would you say that the Kenyanisation of Personnel Bureau is one depart- 
ment which has failed this country in that they have in the past allowed so 
many unwanted expatriates to get jobs here which otherwise ought to have 
been handled by local people? 


A. You will be surprised that we are already overhauling and streamlining 
the entire system for the benefit of both Kenyans and employers in general. 
We are working hand in hand with the Home Affairs Ministry. The Kenyani- 
sation of Personnel Bureau is no longer just one...In fact we are calling it 
"Labour Department Services" combining all analytical data in the labour 
market. 


Q. What role is still being played by the so-called employment agencies and 
Bureaus? 


A. Nothing, in fact they should all be scrapped...because these re the 
people who have perpetuated this sickness of people having to pay money in 
order to be employed. We are looking into this as well, and soon we will 
come out with a policy statement. 


Q. What is the Ministry's view of the general conduct of working relations 
between employer and employee in Kenya? 


A. The Government welcomes foreign investment in this country. But at the 
same time, employers, whether locally or foreign-based, must learn to respect 
employees and vice versa. 
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The Government is fully aware of the attitude being displayed by certain 
executives towards their employees. In fact it is some of the local execu- 
tives or local companies that often make bad employers. 


To theee, the Government would like to draw their attention to the example 
set by our President. He is the shining example. He goes to the office 
from 7 a. m. and works until sunset. Yet in between he sees wananchi and 
other dignitaries. 


Similarly we would appeal to the company executives to change their attitudes 
and realise that they are operating in an independent country. If they do 
not change their attitudes soon, we will definitely catch up with them. And 
that will be perhaps too late. 


At the same time we would like to appeal to workers to regard their employ- 
ers not as enemies but as fellow workers. I must in this regard commend 
both the FKE and COTU for their cooperation they have already set. We 
would like good industrial relations. Otherwise the Government will 

step in as is necessary. 


CSO: 4420 
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KENYA 


CIVIL SERVANTS INCREASE EARLIER WAGE DEMANDS 
Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Mar 80 p 3 


(Text) Civil servants have amended their earlier demands to the Waruhiu 
Salary Review Committee. They are asking for a further 7.3 per cent sa- 
lary increase on the earlier Sh. 1,000 minimum wage proposal. 


In a four-point memorandum submitted to the committee by the Union of Kenya 
Civil Servants, the increase has been caused by a revision of the cost of 
living index arising from the recent increases in the prices of consumer 
commodities. 


The union's secretary-general, Mr. Alphayo Nyakundi, said in the memoran- 
dum: "Our revised calculations indicate that inflation rate over the 
period October 1979 to February 1980 stands at 14.4 per cent for the lower- 
income group; 12.3 per cent for the middle-income group; and 11.8 per 

cent for the upper income group." 


He cited conservative estimates of inflation rates to be running at 11.4 
per cent in Kisumu; 16.0 per cent in Nakuru and 19.0 per cent in Mombasa, 
compared to Nairobi's 12.8 per cent. 


Mr. Nyakundi said the average rate of inflation in the country stood at 
14.8 per cent. He argued: “At this rate, the monthly consumer price in- 
crease is expected to go up by about 2 per cent implying that workers will 
be worse off by a total of 7.3 per cent by the end of June. 


This means that the ultimate sufferer will be the grossly underpaid civil 
servants who are basically the wheels of progress and development in this 
country." 


Mr. Nyakundi said: "Civil servants, under the wage salary restraint poli- 
cies, have for a long time now suffered losses in their purchasing power at 
a rate of about 40-50 per cent." 


He said the effect had been that the income differentials between the low 
paid and high paid brackets continued to widen in absolute terms "especially 
in view of the fact that wages compensations have always been granted in 
percentage or relative terms.” 
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Mr. Nyakundi called on the review committee to rectify the disparities in 
their recommendations. 


Other proposals in the memorandum included: 


-~-Responsibility allowance of 800/- to officers performing professional 
and technical duties in higher positions. 
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POSSIBLE NEED FOR OIL RATIONING POINTED OUT 
Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Mar 80 p 9 


[Text] NAIROBI Stock Exchange chairman Ngenye Kariuki 


“ae for essential industries. 
was made, in an exclusive interview, 
after activity on the stock exchange took a nosedive last 
week, following the announcement of the latest oil price 
increases. 
“This is an indication of the disastrous effect of oil 


and other manufacturing 
exchange, ” said Mr uki. Fen market would 


soon have to take of the fuel increases and m 
Ssustannadinss ties tpunoienged deities. - 
He added that the 






He 
i" 


December last year, said Mr. “Moreover, public 


habits in 
increasing use of public 
tranaport will > have to be 


Pinch promoted,’ he said 


‘These had hit Kenya after the 


expected time-lag of three 
months and the ion of 
local supplies of oi! already in the 
country. 


‘This is good for Keny -, but we 
till feel the pinch after three 
months. This will continue from 
now onwards after the shortage of 
oil reported fro. amtry 
towns. 
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MAJOR RESHUFFLE OF 


Nairobi DAILY NATTON in English 15 Mar 80 pp 1, 20 


[Text] THE Office of the President 
y carsied out a major 


of and DCs, re- 
liable sources said. 
All PCa, that of the 
Coast, Mr. Eliud Mahihu, have 
heen moved in the reshuffle 


Of the “old” PCs, Nairobi's 
Paul Boit and Nyanza’s Isaiah 
Cheluget have been moved away 
from provincial administration. 

It is understood that Mr. 
Cheluget has been uppointed full- 
time national chairman of the 
Kenya Sugar Aut ay 

Our sources said his new 
appointment wax made by the 


oso | for Agriculture, Mr. 


“Mr. a Se had been part- 
time chairman of the authority 
since its inception. He told the 
NATION he was delighted with 
the appointment and thanked 
President Moi for it. 

It is believed that Mr. Boit w*"! 
become’ chairman of the Public 
Service Commission on expiry of 
Mr. John Koitie’s term at the end 
of the month. . 

The long- awaited appoint- 


mti were 4 take 
Stace then The ndey. Mi March 13. 
Mombasa DC F. K. 


Cherogony has been appointed 
to act as PC for Western 
Province, replacing Mr. Timothy 
Mwakisha, who comes to 
Nairobi- 

Mr. Benson Kaaria. the 
Machakos DC, becomes 
acting North-Eastern PC. 
from where Mr. Nahashon Ngugi 
moves to Nyanza. 

The new Eastern PC is Mr. 
Isaiah Mathenge whose place in the 
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PCS, DCS, 


CARRIED OUT 


Rift Valley has been filled by his 
former deputy wr. anne 
Ndore, who 
Also acting wil - Mr. David 
Muailla, in Central Province. 

Six DCs have been appointed 
R= become personal assistants tu 

Former Kisii DC Erasxtux 


Mbaabu moves to Kisumu to 
become the pe: aenistant to 
Mr. Ngugi. pane Mr. P..J. Mwangi 


moves from Nakuru to retain his 
ition ax personal assistant to 

r. Mathenge. 

Others appointed included: 
Mr. C. W. Murage. personal 
assistant to Mr. Cherogony; Mr. 
S.P. Mung’ala, personal assistant 
to Mr. Ndoro; Mr. R. R. Ojee. 

rsonal assistant to Mr. Musilla; 

r. H. N. Oyugi, personal assis- 
tant to Mr. Kaaria. 

The posting of DCs is as 
follows: Meru, Mr. Z. Orwa: 
Kiambu. Mr. J. K. Kobia; Embu. 
Mr. C. K. Githinji; Machakos. 
Mr. M. N. Kabugi: Murang’a. 
Mr. A.N. Njue; Kirinyaga, Mr. 
N.N. Njuguna. : 

Busia, Mr. M. K. Kehuria: 
Kisii, Mr PJ) Waithoaba- 
Laikipia, Mr. P.G. Kabiru; 
Mombasa, Mr. M.K. Mugwe. 

Acting appointments as DCs 
include: Mr. Y. M. Mahati. 
Kwale. Mr. &. Me Gichohi, 
Turkana; Mr. W. N. Wambugu. 
Kajiadu; Mr. C M. “Okal, Tana 
River; Mr. E. A Munala, Isiolo: 
Mr. N. K. Mberia, Wajir. 


. 8S. M. 
Kitui; Mr. J. R. O. Ondieki. 
Mandera. 
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Other appointments announ- 
ced were those of Mr. E. (5. 
Karanja- as senior assistant 
secretary in the Office of the 
President. Mr. E. K. Kung'uru, 
senior assistant secret for 
Land Adjudication and rH 
Ww. Misiko, senior AB. 
secretary in the Ministry of Social 
Services and Housing. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL PUPILS WARNED ABOUT STRIKE INVOLVEMENT 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 17 Mar 80 pp 1, 4 
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KENYA 


COMMISSION TO WARN GOVERNMENT OF GOODS SHORTAGES PROPOSED 
Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 16 Mar 80 p 3 


[Excerpt] Nairobi's Kanu Branch has proposed the formation of a permanent 
commission to be charged with advising and warning the Government of short- 
ages of essential commodities. 


In a statement to SUNDAY NATION, the organising secretary of the branch, 

Mr. Sammy Maina, said yesterday that the Commission, for which he suggested 
the name of "Save The State Commission", would help contain a “natural cala- 
mity such as drought and scarcity of some essential commodities." 


Consultations 


Mr. Maina said that the branch was aware of a group of people going around 
the country spreading rumours calculated to damage the good name of the 
Government: Such people were blaming the current shortages on the Govern- 
ment, he said. 


"Drought or any change in the weather is beyond human or any Government's 
control. Wananchi themselves are greatly to blame for scarcity of essential 
commodities since it is them who are hoarding and smuggling such commodities 
in spite of repeated wernings by the President", he added. 


Mr. Maina said that regardless of who was to blame, the branch called for 
the establishment of such a commission to check such situations in future. 


He suggested that such a commission should include officers from the CID and 
Special Branch to investigate hoarding and smuggling. 


Agricultural and meteorological experts, industrialists, religious leaders 
and its trade unionists would also be appointed to the commission, he said. 
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INVESTIGATIONS OF SHIKUKU, OSOGO ALLEGATIONS ASKED 


Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 16 Mar 80 p 6 


[Article by Joe Kadhi] 


ite eh adakseei tality HHH A 
a i ee i itt 


He a a ert. sed 


Hi tit it - - sa fil 









i iui sift aT He Hii 

fy fad itt ya : Hae eli Hee Hi 

Hh at ips i He BREN 
ai ae SH ae 


see hy ape eitll i ct cA 


ue He iH tte be ci 


tes é: 
bhi pita tt me Ht i ii si 


Text) proup 











Hrectewet thee Premcchennt bes tnenedt 
bee wanted! abut might meeting 
lant week Mr Men said he had 


city councillor: whe, he said, were 
oti) divided inte political group 
nee aimed at disrupting ( 
sooth running of the coun 
Te the delight of many 
' 
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AUTHORITIES GIVING TURKWELL RIVER PROJECT TOP PRIORITY 
Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 16 Mar 80 p 27 
{Article by Kul Bhushan] 


[Text] Kenya's biggest hydroelectric project to [word indistinct] in the 
new decade be the giant Turkwell [word indistinct], costing over one mil- 
lion shillings. 


The project on [words indistinct], which starts in [word irdistinct] and 
meanders into [word indistinct] before going underground into its sandy 
shores, is estimated to produce a minimum of 100 megawatts of electric 


power. 


The plans for this mammoth project are expected to be finalised not before 
1981 and go on tender in 1982, construction is scheduled to start in 1983 
and the whole project coming on stream by 1985-1986 at the most. 


The electric generation capacity could go up to 125 megawatts and would make 
Kenya greatly self-reliant in electric production. Currently Kenya consumes 
480 megawatts a year with a 10 per cent annual increase. 


Considering the present shortage of power, the scheme on Turkwell is getting 
top priority by the authorities concerned to get it off the ground. 


The Turkwell Project will be different from the Tana River scheme in that 
irrigation plays a very important part on the Tana River while power general 
tion is the primary objective of the Turkwell project. 


On the Tana, water is regulated for irrigation with Bura and harnessed for 
electric power at Masinga. 


In the Turkwell Basin, however, the soil is not good enought for large- 
scale irrigation schemes in the lower basin and the river goes “underground” 
before reaching Lake Turkana, especially during the dry season. 


The dam will control the flow of the river and ensure its flow round the 
year above the surface instead of becoming a "sand river" as is the case at 
present. 








Livestock and camels dig up the river bed for water but the river cannot 

be used for irrigation. With the completion of the dam, irrigation would 
be possible, especially in the upper reaches of the river, where the soil 
is better for cultivation. 


The European Economic Community is likely to be a major donor under the Lome 
Il agreement for this development project along with the Kenya Government. 


In an exclusive interview with BUSINESS NATION, the delegate of the EEC 
to Kenya, Mr. Jean-Paul Jesse, said last week: "The EEC contribution will 
not be less than Sh. 400 million which we contributed for Masinga Dam. 


"In addition, there was bilateral assistance from Britain and West Germiny 
for Masinga and in the case of Turkwell, it will be the same story along 
with development financing from the Kenya Government." 


However, the commencement of this project may delay the flow of funds. 
In the case of Masinga, when the EEC came into Kenya under Lome I, the pro- 
ject was ready for takeoff. 


Now under Lome II, which is ready for an outflow of funds, the Turkwell 
scheme is not so well advanced. 


"Except for this, we can spend all the money under Lome II to finance Ken- 
yan development projects, " he said. 


The total funds under Lome II earmarked for Kenyan development are in the 
region of Sh. 1.6 billion. 


Of this amount, a minimum of Sh. 600 million will come from the European 
Investment Bank. The remeining Sh. 900 million will come from the European 
Development Fund. 

Kenya has obtained this large amount of aid under the Lome II agreement due 
to the country's administrative capacity to absorb it for development pur- 
poses, said Mr. Jesse. 


This was a tribute to the nation's steady economic development, he added. 
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COOPERATIVE SOCIETY OFFICIALS BURN SETTLERS HOMES 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Mar 80 p 9 


[Article by Okeyo Ongiyo] 


| Text | 


CSO: 


MORE than 2,000 
people have been 
made homeless after 
200 homes were set 
on fire on the 
Katoteni Ranching 
Scheme, Machakos 
District. 

According to victims, it 
was the second time 
houses have been burned 
down since the ranching 
co-operative society was 
formed in the area in 1962. 


' Last vear, they claimed, over 
W) houses were burned, making 
many families homeless 

Thev blamed somety officials 
and game rangers who, they said, 
burned the houses to keep them 
Trevnny art Chiang 

When the houses were burned 
lant vear, on broad daviight. the 
oticials then went to Neun 
Nursery School and removed the 
root, the people claimed 

One of the vwetims, Mr John 
Kathuma. said they had settled 


m the aren on 1961. betore the 


~nowty wos formed. Alter that the 
land was divided inte two parts 
one tor homan settlement and the 
ot her tor snarls 

hut, because cattl were mul 
tiplying. the socrety now deman 
ded all the land and wanted to 
remove people by force. he sad 

Last vear, the provincial chief 
of poehee. ona letter, ordered that 


4420 


the general manager of the 
meiety should be arrested and 
questioned in connection with the 
burning. 

When the NATION visited the 
homeless families yesterday, they 
claimed that one had been 
hit by a bullet during a scuffle 
between the pe. the society 
officials and the game rangers. 

“We ran away and left our 
man, Maingi Mbindio, behind. 
amd he has not been seen since, 
together with some five other 
people,” they said. They had 
tried to look for him everywhere 
but had not found him. 

The homes-burning took place 
last Tuesday when the officials 
and the game rangers attacked at 
9 a.m the witnesses said. | 

Meanwhile, the families 
involved have filed a civil suit 

ainst the society officials and 
the game rangers. The hearing 
hegins today in the High Court. 

The families themselves are 
trying to settle along the 
Mwitasyano river, despite arid 
conditions. . . 

“We have serious difficulties in 
getiing food, we work for other 
people to get some dry maize, 
which we eat,” one woman 
<aid. She added that the people 
had made woven houses under 
trees just for shade, where they 
sleep and tie their sheep. and 
goats. 

Others claimed rangers and 
society officials were still looking 
for them and chasing them 
wherever they went. 
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POCKWORFERS ' UNTON AWARDED NEW HOUSE ALLOWANCES 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Mar 80 pp 1, 16 


[Excerpt ] 
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THE Industrial Court has awarded the 8,834 


members of the Dockworkers’ Union new 
house allowances ranging from 90/- to 170/- 


a month. 


And now the Kenye Cargo Handling Services must 
find over Sh, 22 million to foot the bill. The award is to 
run for two years, backdated to last May. 


Judge Saeed Cockar said thone 
employees earning up to 1000/. a 
month would get S0/- existing 
allowance and the award of 90/.; 
those earning from 1001/. to 
L0/- would get 30/- plus 130/. 
and those earning 1501/- and 
above would get WL plus 170/.. 

The judge said the contribution 
dockworkers made to Kenya's 
economy was vital and that the 
company had failed to convince 
the court ax to why its employees 
should not get their full entitle. 
ment under the guidelines -— like 
all other workers in the country. 

“lt is in this context cuat the 
court is rather surprised at the 
company s almost casual 
approach to this dispute,” he 
said. 

“It appears that the 
company takes industrial peace 
down at the docks for granted,” 
he added, noting that the 
company had not given him any 
satistactory answer about the 
steps it had taken or planned to 
take in anticipation of the 
inevitable demand that would be 
made on behalf of the workers at 
the expiry of the 1977/1979 collec. 
tive agreement. 

Dealing with the dockworkers’ 
entitlement under the guidelines, 
Judge Cockar said the majority 


fell in the middle-income which 
earns between 700/- and 2499/- 
per month, a few were in the 
upper-income groups. | 

‘rom May 1977 to April last 
vear, he said, the middle-income 
group's cost of living index rose 
by 15.5 per cent, halt of which 
would amount to 7.75 per cent. Te 
this figure the productivity 
increase for 1977, estimated at 1.8 
per cent, had to be added, bring 
ing the workers’ entitlement to 


11.5 per cent under the, 


The union ad demanded 40 
r cent of basic salary/wages as 
se allowance for certain 
categories of employees and 3 
per cent for others. 
The company had offered half 
of this. 
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BRIEFS 


FOOD SHORTAGE AREAS NOTED--Siaya and Kisumu districts are experiencing food 
shortages. And authorities in both areas have launched intensive efforts 
to alleviate the situation. But South Nyanza has been described as par- 
tially desperate, while Kisii is reported to have enough food. This was 
reported at a meeting of the Nyanza Provincial Agricultural Board in Kisumu. 
Describing the situation in Siaya as very serious, a DC's representative 
said the worse hit divisions were Boro and Bondo as well as Siaya town- 
ship. He said the district was receiving only 315 bags of maize daily from 
the National Cereals and Produce Board. This, he said, was not enough. 
Kisumu acting DC Jimmy Nyabwa told the meeting that the worst hit areas 
were Kisumu west and Sondu. People living around these areas were 

paying up to 40/- for a tin of maize from the nearby Luanda Market in 
Kakamega District, he said. [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Mar 
80 p 8] 


CSO: 4420 


55 








LIBERIA 





MINISTER GIVES BACKGROUND OF PRESENT UNREST 


Nairobi SUNDAY NATION in English 16 Mar 80 p 30 








police in Monrovia early last 


week, and now faces treason dynamic manner, ip the whole 
c » slong with 33 members gg ee Ay ted development aha of the 
of his party. for ang, bring . that ‘wese country.” 
down President William anseesing them, rather He considered the registration 
‘8 government. they had achieved, he “healthy” because of the reforms 
In a recent interview with > got of those governments that should now be undertaken in 
SUNDAY NATION, while en Joe addressed itself to the the TWP, geared towards a 
route to Tanzania with a special Challenges of the day and time. democrgtisation of the 
message for President Julius “Nonetheless, he candidly system > pew. “I feel a 
Nyerere, Mr. Dennis discussed &|  remerked: “We aré now faced healthy sign that could very 
— Various issues of a political With » new day and time...there well lead to the TWP becoming 
economic nature, concerning — are those who feel that we should even more robust and viable,” he 
the Organisation of African Unity reexamine our entire socio- said. 
(OAU) and Liberia. political orientation, adopt That way it would continue to 
President Tolbert is the current objectives, and evho feel that provide for the people of Liberia, 
Chairman of the OAU, and for we are not moving as fast as we govern that from time to 
that “while President Tolben,  *bould.” = ook ane ie ie 
: i with overtones ofa t , iding for t 
the leader of the oldest African clear es stance, he said: needs of the day and time, he 
blic, was chairman of the “There may be differences of 
OAU, we witnessed the solution approach, and there may be Now as the Minister's highcst 
wf the problem of Zimbabwe, and impatience on the side of some of — his tic 
we can now say that the 50th our younger people, but there is ry -4- fi 
nation of Africa will be born nothing like experience itself in , virtue of curremt events in 
duringthis period”. trying to solve problems. copmtry, the world is treated to 
a nan be owing op “Yt is 80 easy to solve problems that f feature of African 
his chairmanship. Zimbabwe wi from textbooks, but it becomes j affairs — e morbid 
phobia. 
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[Inte , with Cecil Dennis, Jr., Liberian minister of foreign affairs, 
by Do: y Kweyu recently while en route to Tanzania] 
[Text] SIMULTANEOUSLY as be taking her rightful place much more difficult when you are 
Liberian Foreign Minister gaane srr itoendent Fee with te aly fs son 
Cecil Dennis, Jr. was youelt to concrete one. I 
yy B-By Rh pl Ta, 
= ont Eee © 6 SUNDAY NATION —=_ ; 
new party ia his SS sesume that it had something  Notwi his reserva- 
“healthy'’, the ulatory for Mwalimu for tions about opposition to the 
y's leader, Baceus the key role he played in the Zim- _ ruling , he did 
athews back in bebwe Geadom ctregge note the registration of the 
le © Describing their political People’s ve Party, (PPP? 
rovia, WAS Organising som, which is largely based on 
a national strike, whese United States. the Min saying: “It has re-awakened the 
aftermath would include rs aid “We have never, TWP, not so much in its govern 
his own arrest, and worse. tion, had a one-party ment mes, because | feel 
aa .. tate,” and added that that the government programmes 
2s years, initially reported to be True Whig Party (TWP) “has hove always been very entighten 
on the run, was surrendered to een. in power for many years ck the cate nell Ged id 











Whether that fear is justified or 
not is the scope of this 
analysis. What in important is an 
appreciation of the socio- 
economic problema that have 
contributed to the current unrest 


in 

lt is alao important to know 
what Liberia — e@ country that 
has been peaceful for over 100 
years — in doing about her 
current probleme. 

Liberia, according to Mr. 
Dennis, to re-examine her 
rural development efforts. 

At the time of the interview, 
President Tolbert, SUNDAY 
pat hag wr 1 e- - 

weting © toy country, 

icularly the wt ~ 
— counties to asseas how 
could be brought into the 
mainstream of the maney 
economy of the country. 

“With the ovgning._ of new 
mines, and new industries 
coming into the country there was 
A maas exodus from the rural to. 
the u areas creating new 
problems for urban life, and the 
need for us to 





i —— to the and 
re sing that they must til] the 
The need to till the soil cannot 





be over-em , and it is a 
major Challemee tox Africa as a 
whole, if she has to achieve 
economic self. , 
Said the Minister: each 
African 
itaelf, until 
feed, itself, we 
serious our 
ve aes 
ow to achieve ite most. neble 
aspirations ebwage presented 
Kreatest p for etry govern- 
ment, and many coup in Africa 
has been the direct result of 


ee } epply the correct 

formula for development. 
Liberia experienced the firat 
wave of unrest in many years last 
, and Mr. Dennis, the 


(nelf-eufficiency) that we were 
trying to achieve. In the process, 
there was a recommendation of 
the Minister for Agriculture 
(Mrs. Florence C h) to 
increase the price of local rice, 
and in increasing the price, there 
was also the need to stabilise the 
price het.ween local and imported 
rice, or else you have a problem 
where you can import rice 
cheaper, discourage the juc- 
tion of local rice, and as a matter 
of fact, vou even impede the sale 
of local rice...."’ 

Rie pointed out that at the time 
of the recommendation, a group 
that called itself the Progressive 
Alliance of Liberia — out of 
which the (now doomed?) PPP 


xrew — appealed to the govern- 
ment that the price of rice should 
remain at the level where it was. 
‘We in Liberia by and large eat 
rice everyday, and the Liberian 
man does not feel that he has had 
ig Bh sgn he has had rice,” 


and one we regret par- 
ticularly for those who caused it 
unnecessarily to happen. 

“We hope we have all learnt 4 
leason, thanks to the President 
and the government. The manner 
in which that problem was 
addressed brought normalcy 
quickly back to the country, and 
a process commenced to give very 
serious consideration to various 
aspects ofoursociety, 

“We have heen looking at 
arean wi.ere we feel (here is a need 
for reform,”’ he said. 

The President had a commis- 
sion to “look into all these 
problems, and the recommenda- 
tions of the commission, which 
went beyond the April 14 inci- 
dent, brought about many recom- 
mendations relating to various 
aspects of our society,” which 
have been given consideration. 
Notwithstanding the 
impressive measuyes taken 


corpus soon 

m 

things “to arrest and carry out 
search and seizure without 
war..nt and detain without 
benefit of bail” anybody engaging 
in offences detrimental to 
Liberia's national security. 

This speaks of a ] unrest 
in that country, which has been 
brought into even sharper focus 
by the recent arrests. 

But Liberia's economic 


ment. 

After the Zaire meeting of the 
OAU Council of Ministers in 
December, 1976, at which the 
OAU addressed itself to economic 
issues, the Monrovia summit was 
the next venue at which the 
subject was given full treat ment. 

‘*The eads of State 
appreciated that our political 
independence would be 
absolutely meaningless. except 
we could emancipate ourselves 
economically.” he said. 
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Studies n,- A - made 
regarding the subject, and prior 
to the. Liberian summit the 
had been @ coloquium in Liberia 
to identify the . “What 
emerged from this discussion war 
the adoption of the declaration 
of the summit that Africa would 
do something about her economic 
problems and, of course, the 


Africa was also adopted,” he said. 
As a result, Nigeria offered to 


host an extra-ordinary summit 
mieeting of the OAU, which would 
addreas itself only to economic 
matters — a very important 
follow-up to give full expression 
to the broad guidelines which 
were wet by the Monrovia meeting, 
he said. 

This is unprecedented in OAU 
history, and “we are looking 
forward with great hopes and 
optimism to the results of that 
very important meeting, which is. 
to held in the latter part of 
next month,” the Minister said. 

But the prospects of the 
Nigerian summit have not 
blurred Mr. Dennis’ vision to 
exiating grim realities, and he 
pace » | expression to them. 

“Individually, all the world 
ries are the 


apiral, the decline in prices of our 
raw 


“There has been some effort at 


of an effective selution to 
! afer April 14, ' cars onthe. 
ng it possible among other 


making it difficult 
want able to implement 


—— of unemployment. 
any of our development 
programmes cannot be effectively 
realised,” he said. 

This called for a need to “con- 
tinue to search for a continental 
approach, which will lead to an 
international approach, that 
would be more responsive to the 
needs of the Third World coun- 
tries, and to the solution of these 
difficult economic problems."’ he 
said. 

In this effort, “we would need 
the contribution of all the coun- 
tries, those that are suffering from 
very chronic problems that are 
caused by inflation in the Third 
World, s,well an the developed 
countries that are suffering. 
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SENATOR'S CALL FOR SEDITION LAW'S REPEAL RAPPED 


Monrovia THF |.TBERIAN AGE in English 14 Mar 80 pp 2, 8 


[Editorial] 


I'Text | 
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LIBERIA 


BONG COUNTY CITIZENS PETITION LEGISLATURE TO BAN PPP 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 14 Mar 80 p 6 


[Text] A group of citizens from Bong County have petitioned the National 
Legislature to ban the Progressive People's Party (PPP) because it has vio- 
lated, abused and transgressed its rights as a political party. 


The petition was made to the National Legislature through President Tolbert 
when they met with him at the Executive Mansion last Tuesday. 


The petition, read by Manyu Kamara and presented to the Chief Executive by 
their leader James Charbea, observed that the newly formed party had ille- 
gally demonstrated and had threatened the peace of the nation by inciting 
the people of the country to go on strike until the government had been 
overthrow. 


Quoting a portion from the constitution of Liberia, the petition noted 

that the people had the right at all times, in an orderly and peaceful man- 
ner, to assemble and consult, upon the common good, to instruct their re- 
presentatives and to petition government for the redress of grievances. 


This, the petition said, the PPP had failed to do, but however resorted to 
threats, breach of the public peace, intimidation and illegal acts which 
are seditious, treasonable and repugnant to the laws, peace and security 
of Liberia. 


The Bong citizens then disassociated themselves with the PPP who they said 
"had brought a reign of terror into the glorious land of liberty and peace." 


Responding, President Tolbert said he preferred not to make any statement 

as the petition was the Legislature's attention. He, however, assured the 
Bong County citizens that he would deliver their petition to the Legisla- 

ture and thanked them for their loyal, patriotic and positive action. 


Dr. Tolbert said it was his responsibility to defend and protect the lives, 
rights and liberty of the people and vowed to do so within the confine of 
the laws. 


He expressed his faith in the members of the True Whig Party, its leadership 
and the Liberian people, emphasizing that he would forever remain an obe- 
dient and faithful servant of the Liberian people. 


cso: 4420 62 











LIBERIA 


PPP 'FIFTH' COLUMNIST ARRESTED 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 14 Mar 80 pp 1, 2 


{(Text] The latest person to be arrested by the Ministry of Justice yester- 
day was the PPP Fifth Columnist working in the Ministry of Finance. He 


is Mr. Kpohn David Thompson. 


David Thompson, as an employee of the Ministry of Finance collected all the 
vouchers, warrants, national papers, audits of government of the Republic 
of Liberia and turned them over to the office of the Progressive Peoples 
Party. 


Rumours were always circulating in Monrovia that the PPP had in their pos- 
session official documents which were not easy for ordinary citizens to 
obtain. 


Minister Chesson also revealed that the Baptist Preacher the Rev. E. Toimu 
Reeves has brought in Kahn Carlor and that in all including those arrested 
in the counties are approvimately 72 in numbers. 


Meanwhile, Dr. George Bolly, assistant minister for Education, who was 


implicated and later arrested along with other PPP members, has been re- 
lieved of his portfoliv in order for the law to take its course. 


CSO: 4420 


63 











LIBERIA 


MONTSERRADO COUNTY TWP CONVENTION 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 14 Mar 80 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Hundreds of local Partisans of Montserrado County are expected to 
gather in Bentol City today for the True Whig Party local convention during 
which time officers of the local Party are to be elected and duely induc- 
ted into office. 


According to the Party's Secretariat, the convention will be presided over 
by TWP National Chairman E. Reginald Townsend. 


Vying for the County Chairmanship are Partisans Mrs. Zondell B. Jallah and 
Mr. Alfred B. Curtis. The County Chairman and Secretary are full time sa- 
laried employees. 


Other aspirants which are expected to be taking their chances in Bentol 
City today include Partisans Nathan Ross as First Vice Chairman; Leonel 
DeShield, Second Vice Chairman and Julius Nelson as Third Vice Chairman. 


For the position of Secretary is Partisan Mrs. Henriette Wilson. Mr. Hil- 
ary Wilson is also said to be canvassing for the position of First Assistant 
Secretary. The names of other contestants were not known up to press time, 
however. 


The Bentol Convention today which is likely to be graced by the Standard 
Bearer of the TWP, President Tolbert, is anticipated to bring together hun- 
dreds of Montserrado County Partisans and residents. One Partisan was 
quoted as saying that “this will be a great day for the people of Mont- 
serrado County as we are going to elect for the first time TWP local offi- 
cers in the newly constructed county capitol”. 


CSO: 4420 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


VOTING QUALIFICATIONS AMENDMENT--The Liberian National Legislature has 
signed an act amending Section 11 Article 1 of the constitution of 
Liberia to abolish the property qualification for voters. The amended 
section now reads, and I quote, all elections shall be by ballot. Every 
citizen of Liberia, male or female of 18 years of age should have the 
right of suffrage. According to the press secretary to the National 
Legislature, this amendment has been aprroved by the National Legislature 
with more than two thirds of both houses in favor of the move. The act 
further states that it was befitting that the property qualification 

for voters be abolished to make more meaningful Liberia's democratic 
process. It further states that the new amendment to the constitution 
will be submitted to the people of Liberia at the next special elections 
in accordance with the provisions in Section 17 of Article 5 of the 
constitution for adoption or non adoption. [Text] [AB280805 Monrovia 
Radio Elwa in English 0625 GMT 28 Mar 80 AB) 


CSO: 4420 
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MADAGASCAR 


POSSIBILITY OF SABOTAGE AT SNHU REPORTED 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 13 Feb 80 pp 1, 2 


[Article by RMC: "10 Million Malagasy France Damage at Toliary 01il Refin- 
ery Plant") 


[Text] Should we be surprised by the shortage of 011? Everything points 
to the possibility of sabotage. However, we do not understand the truck 
accident which took place right on the premises of the National Oil Refin- 
eries Company [SNHU] in Toliary. 


It was a Mercedes truck with license plate 9478-TG, filled with empty drums, 
returning from Antsirabe to pick up oil supplies at the SNHU. According to 
eyewitnesses, the truck missed a turn and with its wheel lugbolts caught 
one of the three guy wires used to maintain the perpendicular position of 
the big smokestack of this great socialist plant in the south. Reportedly, 
it will take 4 months to repair the damage, to this 40 to 50 meter high 
emokestack at a cost of 10 million Malagasy francs. 


And yet... 


And yet, the SNHU is right now at a watershed in its socialist experiment. 
It has just begun to recover from an economic constraint. In fact, the SNHU 
is attempting to operate on its own in accordance with Boky Mena's precept: 
"Rely only on your own resources." The SNHU saw the first harvests of a 
200-hectare peanut plantation in Andranovory. The objective of the SNHU 
here is to make do with its own resources: to produce on its own land us- 
ing personnel not employed full-time thus reducing unemployment, then a 
concern for direct state control, with account taken of the mere 1,000 tons 
of peanuts harvested in 1979 because of poor production caused by the al- 
most chronic climatic calamities in the south. 


Even though there was a lack of peanuts, the SNHU nevertheless operated with 
cottonseed supplied by the CFDT [French Company for the Development of Tex- 
tile Fibers] (Toliary, Mahajanga and Ambilobe). 


Fortunately 
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It ig on the threshold of this recovery that the SNHU is encountering prob- 
lems because of the inoperability of its big smokestack. Fortunately, the 
plant is equipped with a second reserve smokestack to replace the one which 
just fell down; and the plant can operate on a reduced scale, with a pro- 
duction loss of 20 to 30 percent. 


8143 
CSO: 4400 
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MADAGASCAR 


DETAILS ON NEW ID CARDS GIVEN 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 12 Feb 80 p 3 


[Text] The Central File Division of the National ID Card Department held 
a working session yesterday morning in its Ambatomena offices with admin- 
istrative delegates from the 19 districts of the administrative region of 
Antananarivo. This meeting was chaired by Commissioner Rabearisoa, with 
representatives of the Ministry of Interior and the administrative region 
in attendance. 


This working session permitted Commissioner Rabearisoa and his deputy, An- 
drianarivony, to briefly describe the Central File Division whose job is 
principally to make a list of national ID cards. 


On that occasion, stress was placed on the need for those responsible for 
issuing the cards in the districts to be vigilant and careful in the taking 


of fingerprints. 


In fact, it only takes a small error to permit dishonest persons to carry 
out fraudulent activities. 


One example was cited at the meeting. A Toamasina paymaster wanted to re- 
ceive payment himself for the wages of his illiterate workers. He applied 
his own index fingerprint opposite the names of those whom he should have 
paid, believing that he would be able with impunity to dupe the Police, who 
were apprised of what had happened by the workers. It was immediately de- 
termined that all the fingerprints on the payroll were his. 


Thus it was proposed that all those who issue national identity cards at- 
tend a training session in Antananarivo to receive instruction on the basic 
techniques of taking fingerprints; e.g., the use of the inkpad with an ink 
roller, the technique of applying the fingers, with the use of red ink in- 
advisable. 


On this occasion, it was announced that a new ID card has been in use since 
December 1979. It is characterized by a single page to limit the frauds 
which were possible with the old ID card. 
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However, it must be emphasized that all citizens should not rush down to 
district offices to change their cards. These new cards will be placed in 
circulation progressively; i.e., a citizen who has lost his card or has to 
change it because it is too worn will receive a new card. 


This working session ended with an explanation given by Commissioner Emman- 
uel Ravelojaona on the Judicial Identification Service and the Police Labor- 
atory, a complementary service to the Central File Division. 


The role of this service is summed up in one sentence: "Science and tech- 
nology in the service of judges for the sound application of justice." 


Its work is behind the scenes but is decisive in the search for if not the 

discovery of criminals: it is a question of undertaking technical research 
to find criminals on the basis of testimonial and fingerprint evidence. 

The service has the ultra-modern equipment needed to fight against crimin- 

als who increasingly are modernizing their perfect-theif paraphernalia! 


8143 
CSO: 4400 
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MADAGASCAR 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE INSECTICIDE AGREEMENT--(ANTA)--An agreement calling for Japan to 
supply insecticides and materials for the spreading of insecticides to the 
Democratic Republic of Madagascar was signed Thursday in tiie Directorate 
General of the MDRRA [Ministry of Rural Development and Agrarian Reform] in 
Nanisana. Madagascar was represented by Minister Simon Pierre and Japan by 
Ito Akihiko. This agreement calls for the supplying of 110 spreaders and 7 
categories of insecticide, including a great amount of Sumuthion, at a total 
cost of 300 million yen. The materials will be unloaded at the port of Tam- 
atave in mid-April. In a brief speech, Ito Akihiko expressed a wish for 

the full development of Malagasy agriculture, as agriculture is the basis 

of our economy. As for Simon Pierre, he expressed pleasure over the sign- 
ing of this agreement, which reflects the good relations between Madagascar 
and Japan. [Text] [Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 12 Feb 80 pp 1-2] 
8143 


BEI LOAN--(ANTA)--A loan of 322,140,000 Malagasy francs has just been grant- 
ed by the European Investment Bank [BEI] to the Malagasy state for the ex- 
ecution of the project: "Study on the Development of Bemolanga Tar Sands." 
A decree covering ratification of the financing contract concluded on 14 
December 1979 between the Democratic Republic of Madagascar and the BEI has 
just been promulgated by President Didier Ratsiraka under date of 21 January 
1980. It will be recalled that in his last message to the nation, the chief 
of state had made reference to exploitation of the tar sands of Bemolanga, 
which are one of the best hopes we have for getting out of the oil crisis. 
[Text] [Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 14 Feb 80 p 1] 8143 


CSO: 4400 
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MALI 


BRIEFS 


ARAB BANK LUAN--Paris, 25 Mar (AFP)--A loan agreement for the repair of 

the Sevare-Gao Road in Mali was signed on Monday in Khartoum between the 
government of Mali and the Arab Bank for African Economic Development (BADEA), 
it was learned in Paris on Tuesday according to information published in 
Khartoum. According to this information, Mr Djibril Diallo, Malian 

minister of public works and tourism signed the agreement to the tune of 

$10 million at the bank's headquarters in Khartoum for the upgrading of a 

556 km road link following the path of the Trans-Saharan Route. The loan 


is repayable in 20 years. [Text] [AB252231 Paris AFP in French 1130 GMT 
25 Mar 80 AB] 


CSO: 4400 
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MAURITIUS 


POSSIBILITIES OF MMM,LP COALITION OUTLINED 
Boolell Comments 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 18 Feb 80 p 4 


[Article: "Sir Satcam Boolell: "A Coalition Between MMM (Mauritian Mili- 
tant Movement) and the Labor Party Cannot Succeed"] 


(Text) Sir Satcam Boolell, minister of agriculture and natural resources, 
who returned to the country yesterday afternoon, was invited to comment 
on the news that Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam proposed a coalition with MMM; 
he declared he was not aware of this proposal. He added in a sarcastic 
tone: "I did not know either that MMM had been offered 10 and a half 
portfolios." Perhaps those who conducted these negotiations decided with 
good reason not to reveal to me the details of their negotiations. Be- 
sides, the latter surely were conducted by members of a circle to which 

I do not belong. "A coalition with MMM is not able to succeed!" 


Concerning the three recent ministerial nominations which provoked such 
dismay within the Labor Party, the minister of agriculture with R. Ghur- 
burrun, Emmanuel Bussier and Jean-Claude Augustave at his side limited 
himself to answering that the prime minister has the prerogative of nomi- 
nating the ministers. There were three vacant ministerial offices: he 
therefore proceeded to new nominations. I can only say I'm satisfied. 


Informed of the PMSD (Mauritian Social Democratic Party) decision to call 
an extraordinary meeting in order to decide on the future of the coali- 
tion after the attacks launched by the leadership of the Labor Party con- 
cerning the sale of Diego Garcia, Sir Satcam Boolell declared: If there 
is a misunderstanding, I think it can be resolved around a table. On the 
other hand the PMSD which is a partner in the coalition is an entity and 
can decide on its future. The PMSD is an autonomous party and master of 
its options. 


Although, in his opinion, the campaign led by the Labor Party against the 
militarization of Diego Garcia is only a war of words, since it is simply 
limited to verbal protests (even some powers--he added--are unable to make 
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their voice heard) we must protest because we do not want the confronta- 
tion between East and West to be brought to our door. 


Sir Satcam Boolell elaborated also on the results of his mission which 
took him to Jamaica, Monrovia, Brussels, London and Rome. In Jamaica and 
Monrovia he attended conferences on the Lome II convention which will soon 
be in force. 


In the three European capitals the minister for agriculture had official 
talks with Mr Claude Cheysson, commissioner for aid and development of 
EEC, and obtained 10 miliion Rs for aid in the reconstruction of the 
island of Mauritius in the wake of recent typhoons.. The minister then 
met the director of FAD (International Fund for Agricultural Development). 
The latter decided to grant to Mauritius $150,000 to buy seed potatoes. 
For its part PAM (World food program) accepted to give food aid to our 
island (wheat, dry goods and oil). 


Ringadoo's Reaction 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 20 Feb 80 p l 


[Article: "'Change Your Ways or I Quit' Declared Sir Satcam Boolell to 
the Labor Party; 'Nobody Is Indispensable’ Answers Sir Veerasamy Ringadoo" ] 


[Text] Sir Satcam Boolell's outburst, a week ago, during a meeting of 
Labor Party officials in Port Louis is doubtless remembered: "Change or 
I quit" he said. 


This short sentence created great dismay within the Labor Party but no one 
officially reacted. Calmly, weighing his words, the minister of finances 
who, Friday, received a reporter of LE MAURICIEN commeuted: ‘Nobody is 
indispensable." While immediately adding: "I have nothing against Sir 
Satcam but..." 


The language used tod*y by Boolell, I used more than 20 years ago when I 
joined the Labor Party. I then declared: "If this party does not change, 
I shall not remain for long among you" continued Sir Veerasamy Ringadoo. 


--You still belong to the Labor Party. Are we to understand that it was 
you who had to change? 


--No, I did not change my views. It is the party which took its time, 
but in the end nevertheless did change. 


--Did Sir Satcam go a bit too far in his declarations concerning the Labor 
Party? 


--In politics one often talks too much... 
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As to the difference in tone between himself and Sir Satcam, the Finance 
minister explains it by the fact that "Sir Satcam and I we speak to dif- 
ferent audiences." 


On the other hand, commenting on the desire of Sir Seewoosagur to remain 
at the head of the Labor Party, the Finance minister declared: "Sir 
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam is a unifying factor within the party. He is the 
Tito of the island of Mauritius. He represents stability. He must re- 
main. 


On the subject of a coalition with the MMM, Sir Veesaramy confirmed de- 
siring "a meeting ground" with that party. "I'll go even further," he 
said. After the typhoons we experimented and considering the country's 
state, I believe that it is time to overlook certain things in order to 
achieve a beginning of unity." 


The eventuality of general elections? "If necessary the Labor Party must 
go alone to the polls and convince the electorate that it can obtain a 
majority. And even if we go to the polls with a partner the platform 
must be strictly Labor. I think that we shall not lack candidates for 
an election. We just have to make the proper choice. 


Concerning the turncoats Sir Veesaramy declared: ''The Labor Party always 
had the misfortune of attracting opposition members who, at the slightest 
divergence with their Party manifest the desire to join us. There are 
others who are always on the fence and wait for the moment to come in." 


Jagatsingh Comments 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 21 Feb 80 pp l, 4 


[Article: "Political News According to Mr Kher Jagatsingh: 'The Labor 
Party Agrees With the Prime Minister About a Coalition With the MMM'"] 


[Text] The general secretary of the Labor Party holds 
that the record of the MMM in Parliament and among the 
people is positive. 


What does the Labor Party think of the idea of grant- 
ing 50 percent of ministries to the MMM within the 
frame of an enlarged government? Very few Labor par- 
liamentarians would be against it ventured yesterday 
Mr Kher Jagatsingh, general secretary of the Labor 
Party, at a press conference whose central theme was 
the celebration, next Saturday, of the 44th anniver- 
sary of the Labor Party. 


"The numerical strength of opponents to the proposal Sir Seewoosagur 
Ramgoolam is rumored to have made to the MMM should be low, the Prime 
Minister enjoys the complete confidence of the Labor parliamentarians 
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ingisted Mr Jagatesingh. Adding that, besides, within the Labor Party the 
consensus is in favor of a narrow collaboration with the MM. 


Mr Jagateingh himself was to reaffirm his conviction that the sharing of 
power with the MMM would allow the country to get out of its difficulties. 
In answer to another question he declared that he could work with the MMM 
in view of the good performance of that party at the Legislative Assembly 
and in the population. 


He also said that, in his opinion, MMM's entry into the government would 
allow the government to “block the road to communism," insofar as power 
would be equally shared by the two parties. 


If in the MMM there are valuatle individuals there are also some odd 
persons in that party. Just as there are in the Labor Party. Mr Jagat- 
Singh said that in the PMSD (Mauritian Social Democratic Party) also there 
are competent people such as Messrs Kamil Ramoly and Maurice Noel. The 
latter, although a capitalist, has shown himself a very good minister, 

a good administrator, said the secretary general of the Labor Party. 


However, the secretary general of the Labor Party wished for a larger 
collaboration where no one would be excluded. After declaring that he 
always has had “his heart on the left" and that he is “not an extremist," 
he remarked that there i: on the island of Mauritius "an extraordinary 
psychological paradox." He explained “Even the capitalists have a pro- 
gressive tendency.” This is why the country has to make room for private 
initiative. 


Is there a favorable climate for a political truce as Sir Veesaramy, act- 
ing prime minister, wished last week? Answering this question Mr Jagat- 

singh underlined first that, according to him, certain political leaders 

are "prisoners of a situation." 


In the general public there is a desire for detente thinks the secretary 
general of the Labor Varty. 


Talking of what has become of the MMM, Mr Jagatsingh declared that this 
party has acquired a certain maturity and in the same breath he paid 
tribute to Mr Paul Berenger who has had the courage to urge the dockers 
to speed up their work to permit the dispatch of our sugar on time. Al- 
though he could be accused of being in cahoots with the bosses the secre- 
tary general of MMM did not hesitate to pronounce such words to the dock 
workers: "In politics it is good to take certain risks." 


Municipal Elections 


"We have already started thinking of the municipal elections” stated 
Mr Jagatsingh on the other hand, making it clear that the government had 
no intention of postponing such elections as persistently rumored after 
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devaluation. It would appear, in fact, according to these rumors, that 
the postponement of the municipal elections was dictated by FMI (Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund) in order to reduce government expenses. 


Talking of the ceremony which will mark on Saturday the 44th anniversary 
of the Labor Party, of the internal organization and its activities in 
connection with the public, Mr Jagatsingh noted that a simple ceremony 
presided over by the Prime Minister has been foreseen. But, on this 
occasion, in accordance with the restructuration plan Ringadoo, the Labor 
Party will recruit members to whom membership cards will be handed. Such 
enlistment will also be done on a regional basis. 


8696 
CSO: 4400 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SOUTH AFRICA ACCUSED OF FOMENTING TENSION 
Maputo NOTIUiAS in Portuguese 18 Feb 80 p 8 
[Article by J. Rosario] 


[Text] The United Nations is sending forces to implement the proposal for 
creation of a demilitarized zone on Namibia's border with Angola and 
Zambia. Although this is only the first e:ep in the UN plan for the 
independence of this territory, the South African military units there are 
being reinforced. The Pretoria regime claims in justification that the 
SWAPO guerrillas are preparing to intensify their action from inside the 
RPA [People's Republic of Angola] and Zambia, and is threatening to attack 
these countries. Incidentally, Pretoria has carried out this threat with 
an attack against the latter country. (Let us not forget that Angola has 
repeatedly been the victim of provocations and undeclared warfare.) 


Obviously, South Africa is not interested in a just resolution of the 
Namibian problem, which has already been held up for many years in the 
United Nations. As it has done before, South Africa intends to impede the 
implementation of the UN plan--to which South Africa itself already agreed, 
in the expectation of being able to manipulate it, with the indispensable 
support of the Western powers that conceived it. 


The consultations and negotiations regarding the Namibian situation in 1978 
included not only the interested parties, but the Front Line countries and 
the so-called Western contact group (United States, Great Britian, France, 
the FRG and Canada). South Africa's intransigence was patent, but SWAPO's 
good will made it possible to reach an agreement. Pretoria immediately 
blocked implementation of that agreement, demanding, among other things, 
thet the vanguard of the Namibian people demobilize its forces, which would 
have meant military, if not political, suicide. From then on, the Namibian 
question was more or less a dead issue, until last year. At President 
Agostinho Neto's suggestion, there was a discussion in Geneva on the 
establishment of a demilitarized zone on the border with Angola and Zambia, 
as a precondition for implementation of the UN plan, looking toward the 
genuine independence of the territory. 








Now that UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim has sent Gen Prem Chand to 
Southern Africa as commander of the UN force for supervision of the pre- 
election period, in which the practical aspects of the accord are to be 
discussed, the Pretoria regime is creating an atmosphere of tension, once 
again attempting to weaken UN action. 


In light of these considerations, it is easy to see that throughout this 
process South Africa has been seeking to gain time to carry out its plan in 
Namibia, to install a neocolonial regime that will permit the continued 
exploitation of the human and natural resources of the territory. The 
Pretoria regime accepts a plan as long as its interests and those if its 
Western allies can be guaranteed, one way or another, and then always tries, 
at the last minute, to prevent its implementation when these same interests 
are threatened. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


ACUTE BREAD SHORTAGE IN CABO DELGADO 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Feb 80 pp 2, 6 


[Test] Pemba (Correspondent )--"The almost 30,000 loaves of bread produced 
daily in Pemba's three bakeries are not enough to meet the great demand for 
the product in this urban center," the director of the Bakery Division in 
Cabo Delgado declared to the nation's press. 


According to the official, to achieve a regular supply of bread, it would be 
necessary to produce almost double that amount. This is not happening 
because the monthly quota of wheat flour for this province is far below 
present needs. 


In our contact with the Bakery Division, we also learned that this agency 
supervises and coordinates the operation of 24 bakeries located in various 
provincial districts; 7 of these bakeries belong to the state and the 
remaining 17 are privately owned. 


The official told us: "We had been receiving 250 tons of wheat flour, and 
it was enough to meet the needs of our bakers. Then we decided to increase 
the number of state bakeries from five to seven. After that, we began co 
see a gradual decline in flour deliveries; lately the factory has oniy been 
sending us 150 tons of flour." 


Transportation Alleged Problem 


Another problem mentioned during our interview is the irregular supply of 
yeast from the Maputo and Beira plants. According to the official, the 
lack of transportation is given as the reason for this unfortunate situation. 


"But it isn't just the lack of transportation," he added. “Sometimes the 
flour or the yeast arrives at the port of Nacala and has to be shipped on 
to Pemba. Even if we contact the local trgnsport agencies 2 weeks in 
advance, usually when our warehouse stocks are running low, we are not 
taken care of immediately, as would be desirable." 
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The Bakery Division director says this situation, which certainly reflects 
a certain inadequacy in the CFM [Mozambique Railway], and in this case the 
Pemba CIC, has resulted in the interruption, sometimes prolonged, of 
operations in the existing bakeries. 


Whole Wheat Bread and Other Matters 


Regarding the manufacture of whole wheat bread, our informant reported that 
the central structures have not yet authorized it in Cabo Delgado, even 
though some local workers are already trained to manufacture this type of 
bread, having taken part in a training course in Nacala, Nampula Province. 


It should be noted here that the course is in fact beginning to appear to 
have been useless, considering that the trained workers will have 
inevitably forgotten what they learned, or will not be able to put it to 
practical use, when conditions finally permit manufacture of this type of 
bread. So much time has gone by since the training program that anything 
could happen. 


What has been related above is relevant to the very poor quality of the 
bread baked here in Pemba until very recently, a fact the official blames 
on the workers’ indiscipline and tardiness. 

"The problem will be corrected shortly," the director assured us. "I say 
this because the Provincial Commission for Implementation of the Production 
Councils has conducted a drive among the bakeries to educate the workers 
about the importance of the work they do." 


Another aspect that deserves mention here is that the Bakery Division in 
Cabo Delgado spends over 100 contos a month on the transport of fire wood 
for the bakerie:, a sum that was not paid out when there was transportation 
at the disposal of the bakers in the city of Pemba. 


6362 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


LACK OF PESTICIDES, VEHICLES AFFECT HARVEST 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 23 Feb 80 pp 2, 9 


[Excerpts] Pemba (Correspondent)--The employees of the 
three production units belonging to GAPPO (Office of 
Support to Production) in Cabo Delgado have managed to 
farm only 2,782 of the 4,655 hectares stipulated in the 
central plan for the current agricultural campaign. 
According to the director of that sector of state 
activity, the failure to meet the planned goal is 
basically the result of a lack of ground-clearing 


equipment. 


The Cabo Delgado GAPPO has three production units, located in Chipembe, 
Chiure and Muaguide, which produce cotton, corn, sunflowers and, in smaller 
quantities, some other products. 


In the 1979/1980 agricultural campaign, cotton farming was given more weight 
in the province, because the party and government structures place high 
importance on it. 


The efforts to make the people of Cabo Delgado aware of the importance of 
and the need for cotton are related to the great industrial undertakings 
that are being established in that section of the country, specifically the 
TEXMANTA plant, under construction in Pemba, and the project to install a 
textile plant in Montepuez. 


Thus, in the current agricultural campaign, GAPPO fully met the established 
goal of 1,500 hectares of cotton. At 1 ton per hectare, it expects to 
harvest 1,500 tons. 


Regarding the other products, specifically corn and sunflowers, the state 
sector expects to harvest 710 and 306 tons, respectively. 


Existing Conditions Not Used to Advantage 
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The obvious minimal conditions, namely the existence of an agronomist in 
each production unit, a factor that would constitute a step forward in 
relation to last year's campaign, are not being duly exploited. 


According to the GAPPO director in Cabo Delgado, other conditions were 
created among the workers, particularly the improved organization of the 
30 platoons that constitute the 10 work brigades. 


"But the lack of planes to spray the seeded fields is a serious problen. 
The spraying should have begun in February, and has not been done yet. 
There is no plane. The problem has already been discussed, but I don't 
know what measures will be taken. In any event, the insects that attack 
our crops, particularly the cotton, don't wait around for people to take 
steps," said our informant. 


Meanwhile, despite the difficulties it faces, GAPPO has prospects. This 
state sector has a plan to open up more areas to production in the zone 
of Chipembe. 


According to the official interviewed by our NOTICIAS correspondent in 

Pemba, the main purpose of the undertaking is to create a single agricultural 
complex in that zone. None exists now, because the farms are scattered at 
some distance throughout the province. 


It is difficult for GAPPO to supervise these scattered production units, a 
situation made even more difficult because of the shortage of vehicles and 
the few rivers with an uninterrupted flow of water. 


"Sure, we are gradually abandoning our existing holdings in Chiure and 
Muaguide, since we are going to concentrate our activity in the Chipembe 
zone. I don't know what will happen to the farms after we abandon then, 
but generally we have been thinking about distributing them to the peasants 
in the neighboring villages, encouraging them to farm them cooperatively. 
But this now depends on what is decided centrally. There are certainly 
many other ways to utilize the areas--creating state-controled cashew 
plantations, for example," concluded the director of the Office of Support 
to Production in Cabo Delgado. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SUCCESSFUL NACALA PORT TRAFFIC AT PRE-INDEPENDENCE LEVELS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Feb 80 p 2 


[Excerpts] In 1979 the port of Nacala reported the 
highest cargo handling figure achieved before 
national independence in that railroad-port com- 
plex in the province of Nampula. This was reported 
by Carlos Veloso, director of the port of Nacala, 
in his statements to this newspaper and at the 
provincial broadcasting station of RM [Radio 
Mozambique] in Nampula. It is expected that the port 
will achieve a figure between 790,000 and 800,000 
tons in 1980. In explaining this success, Carlos 
Veloso said that the port of Nacala in 1979 handled 
784,000 tons of cargo, as against 787,000 in 1974. 
According to these statistics, he emphasize , the 
port of Nacala has practically already topped the 
highest figures achieved in this area prior to the 
proclamation of the independence of the People's 
Republic of Moza~bique. 


With its 3,000 workers, 2,000 of whom are stevedores, this port had seven 
warehouses, four general-cargo piers, one for cement, another one for tea, 
and the last one for tobacco. An eighth warehouse will shortly be opened 
after the completion of construction work. 


Container Handling 


In reporting the factors that made it possible to achieve these figures, 
the director of the port of Nacala emphasized the container-handling 
function which, starting in January 1978, begs to be carried out at this 
complex. In 1979, the container-handling vciume was 75 percent higher 
than in 1978. 


"For 1980, we estimate an increase of between 50 and 75 percent compared 
to 1979. This is fundamentally due to the containerization possibilities 
of the export commodities from Malawi and also the utilization of containers 
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to a high degree in that neighboring country's imports," the Nacala por. 


director emphasized. In medium-range terms, over the next 2 or 3 years, 
the same process might be launched with relation to certain domestic 
commodities, It was emphasized that the principal domestic commodities 


handled at that port are tea--about 60 percent of the country's output are 
shipped through Nacala--as well as sisal thread, cashew nuts, highly 
containerizable products and, as he noted, these goods, when carried in 
containers, are becoming competitive on the markets of Northern Europe 
and America. 


In general terms we can say that, in 1980, based on an increase in the 
number of containers to be handled--Carlos Veloso explained--and looking 
at the results of our agricultural drive, involving products such as tea, 
cotton, sisal, and cashews, products that account for a large weight 
volume in the port of Nacala, wemight perhaps be able to reach figures 

of 790,000 or 800,000 tons of cargo handling in the port, also as a result 
of the increase in the number of machinery units available. 


Exceptional Qualities of Nacala Bay 


With a view to the complete utilizat. of the three bays making up the 
Bay of Nacala and depending on the country's economic development, this 
port complex, which is considered one of the best in East Africa, already 
has a development project going for it. 


In addition to a commercial port, in the location of the present one, 

plans call for the construction of a container port at that same site 

with capacities that can be considered exceptional in the world of shipping 
and ports. This port, when completed, will be approximately 800 meters 
long, with depths which might easily reach 15 or 16 meters; this means 

that practically all existing container vessels can put into the port. 


At the other end, opposite the city of Nacala, two terminals are to be 
constructed. One of them will be for tankers where vessels of any size 

can tie up because the depth will be on the order of 25 meters; the world's 
biggest tanker can tie up at this terminal. At the other terminal, a 
mineral port will be built with the same characteristics, along with the 
development of the subjacent industrial areas which will permit its 
development. 


We can say that the development of the entire bay of Nacala has been worked 
out and the physical planning solution has been drafted; as the director 

of the port in that littoral city of the province of Nampula explained, 
investments can then begin to come in for the sake of the coordinated 
economic development not only of Mozambique but also the countries in the 
interior which will use Nacala. It was emphasized that Malawi is among 

the countries that will use the port of Nacala and the construction of 

a railroad line, presently running from that country to the border of 
Zambia, will provide easy access for Zambian commodities to that port 
complex on the Indian Ocean. 
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In view of the conditions available at the port of Nacala, it can serve as 

a base for the distribution of commodities, especially containers, for 
other, smaller ports. Once dropped off at the port of Nacala by big 
vessels, the goods can be carried by smaller vessels to an entire group 

of ports opposite Nacala, such as, for example, in Tanzania, the Seychelles, 
Reunion, Mauritius, and Madagascar, operating as a base for distribution 

to other small ports. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SOUTH AFRICA'S ECONOMIC GROWTH SEEN STRANGLED BY APARTHEID 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Feb 80 p 1 


[Text] The present attitude of the South African government in its attempts 
to create a situation of tension with the People's Republic of Mozambique 
is due not only to the evolution of events in Rhodesia but also to the 
grave internal crisis which the regime in Pretoria is experiencing. What 
is the origin of this crisis? 


For reasons which we need not analyze here, capitalist exploitation in 
South Africa developed within the context of a particularly odious and 
irrational political, ideological, social, and cultural system known by 
the name of "apartheid" or "separate development." This system, whose 
main features are known to everybody, is essentially designed to guarantee 
total hegemony for a minority group--the white population--over society as 
a whole. 


The notable capitalist economic growth achieved by the country on the one 
hand is based on its enormous natural resources and, on the other hand, 

on the unrestrained and inhuman exploitation of black manpower. The 
"apartheid" system, protected by a brutally efficient repressive apparatus, 
has made it possible artificially to keep the living standard of the over- 
whelming majority of the workers low--which explains the fabulous profit- 
ability of investments in South Africa, as well as the tremendous rate of 
capitalist accumulation in that country. 


But a moment came when the system itself, on which the prosperity of the 
ruling classes was based--that is, “apartheid'--began to be an obstacle 

to economic growth, to the normal development of capitalism. On the one 
hand, the expansion of the domestic market is strangulated by the extremely 
low purchasing power of the vast majority of the population. On the other 
hand, the fact that all positions of political, economic, technical, or 
social responsibility, in all sectors of the country's life, are reserved 
for a small minority of the population, also inevitably blocks economic 
growth. On the other hand, it is becoming increasingly expensive for the 
regime, both in human terms and in material terms, to maintain the enor- 
mous and sophisticated repression apparatus necessary to guarantee the 
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existence of “apartheid.” These are only three factors among many others 
which, domestically, tend to transform "apartheid" into an obstacle to the 
country's capitalist development. 


Internationally, in turn, the regime is facing ever-growing isolation-- 

a situation which deteriorated qualitatively with the defeat of Portuguese 
colonialism in Angola and especially in Mozambique. This isolation in- 
creasingly hinders the normal development of economic relations with other 
countries, thus constituting another bottleneck for the South African 
economy. 


Finally, as decisive factor, we might mention the growing extent of the 
popular revolt against "apartheid"--of which the events in Soweto were 
the highest expression, shaking the regime to its very roots. 


All these factors produced a situation in which a current favorable to the 
progressive elimination of "apartheid" began to gain strength within the 
ruling groups as a way to prevent revolution and to guarantee the continu- 
ity of capitalist exploitation in the country. This current, which first 
developed in the legal white opposition, gained numerous supporters within 
the ruling party, the National Party. These supporters today constitute 
the party's "moderate wing," confronting an extremist wing, representing 
the regime's ultrareactionary and ultraracist forces. 


Throughout last year, Prime Minister Pieter Botha, emerging at that time 

as the spokesman of the "moderate wing," announced his administration's 
intention to take a series of "liberalizing" measures regarding "apartheid." 
Some of those measures--which are just beginning to be implemented--in- 
volve only the most external and formal aspects of the system. Others 
however touched "apartheid" in its ideological foundations and in its 
economic base; we are talking here especially about the revision of the 

laws prohibiting marriages between persuns of different races and those 
which reserve certain jobs only for whites. 


These last reforms however did not take shape. On the contrary, the 
process was interrupted by a counteroffensive of the regime's extremist 
wing. From the start of this year and, especially, since the South 
African parliament reopened early in February, there has been many bel- 
ligerent and aggressive statements by the Botha administration, obviously 
designed to appease the “extremists” in the regime, shocked not only by 
domestic "liberalization" but also by the evolution of the events in 
Rhodesia. 


This entire situation is about to cause ore of the most serious domestic 
crises ever experienced by the South African regime. Not only is the 
conflict between the National Party and the legal opposition becoming more 
acute but profound divisions are arising within the ruling party itself. 


87 











Now, tor a regime whose social base is so minoritorian a he South African 
regime, this situation obviously entails great risks. lt is thus becuming 
necessary to gather all of the regime's forces in support of a common ef- 
fort which at least temporarily would eliminate the existing disagreements. 
To attain this objective, so far nothing better has been devised than an 
imaginary foreign threat in order to build what is called the unity of 

all. 


The "threat" in this case is the future independent Zimbabwe; but that is 
not enough. Another threat has been invented: Mozambique which supposedly 
serves as a base for "terrorism" against South Africa. Within this context, 
created by those domestic reasons, accusations are being made against 
Mozambique, in an effort to create a situation of tensions with the RPM 
[People's Republic of Mozambique]. 


For us, Mozambicans, the issue is this: it is undoubtedly the racist 

South African regime which, in fact, constitutes a real, concrete, and 
palpable threat in our part of the world--especially when the ultra- 
reactionary and belligerent circles dominate in it. And it is this regime 
which systematically has pursued a policy of aggression against the 
neighboring countries. Therefore the present situation cannot be under- 
estimated; on the contrary, it must persuade us to step up our vigilance, 
to boost our defensive capacity, and to be ready at any moment to defend 
the fatherland and the revolution. 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


POLITICAL GULDANCE MUST BE PROVIDED TO YOUTH 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 13 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Bait assumes different names and shapes, depending on the type of 
fish that one is trying to fool. When it is fish in the true sense of the 
term, the bait is known as an angleworm, either natural or artificial. But 
when fishing for people is involved, then the bait assumes a different name 
and gains another dimension. It could be money, “blue jeans," a car or a 
sophisticated watch. In such cases, as a general rule, the "f\sherman" 
seeks out the water where careless "fish" abound (the youth contingent), 
and — advantage of all favorable and unfavorable situations to sell 

hie iures. 


This is pertinent to the incident experienced by five young people who had 
left Mozambique illegally. Persuaded by a fisher of careless persons (who 
do not thereby cease to be dangerous), they left the country illegally, ex- 
posing themselves to all the risks that might result from the action. An 
outcast is the same anywhere in the world. Common crimes or those who 
commit them are wndesirable to any nation. They left the country in the 
company vf an individual k~own only by name to them, in search of fortune, 
affluence and solutions to problems which are common to the family of each 
one. They left their classrooms, and put their families in a state of deep 
distress. 


A relatively short time ago, there was a report of the arrest of other 
young people who, for reasons not far removed from these, had also left 
the country illegally and later, in South Africa, were recruited by the 
"Special Branch" in Rhodesia. 


This fact confronts us with a situation which alerts us to the risk that 
the youth run, and to the pressing need for them to be properly organized 
and directed. Inthis respect, the role of parents is preeminent. Knowing 
who our children's friends are is a positive feature which typifies every 
teacher and every parent who follows every aspect of his child's growth. 


The driving force behind this small but disturbing “exodus” of youth noted 
in all instances of this kind is related to the family situation, lack of 
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control and of understanding, and problems with school authorities, added 
to the weak political conviction which euch young people witness. It is 
these and other factora which the “fishera" seize upon and “impress” on 
the still immature and weak minds of our youth. 


Another facet of this situation directs us toward the area of vigilance, 
wherein we are immediately confr nted with a pertinent question: What 
would have become of our country if all the agents who have been neutrel- 
ized had succeeded in their attempts? The answer to this forces us to 
realize that vigilance does not exist abstractly. It is a concrete activi- 
ty which must be engaged in increasingly and with more and more efficacy 

by every patriotic citizen. The enemy does not look halfway to attain hie 
objectives. The recruitment of minors (such as those reported previously) 
is obvious proof of this. 


The victory and independence of the Mozambican people were only hailed by 
peace-loving peoples and governments. Those to whom we dealt a most pro- 
digious blow are not yet convinced, and will do anything to achieve retro- 
gression in the countdown of the course of history. And the guarantee of 
the defense of these conquests necessarily entails the increasingly careful 
exercise of vigilance; and this is a task for all of us. 
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MO ZAMB IQUE 


IMPROVED SERVICES FOR WORKERS RETURNING FROM SOUTH AFRICA 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 12 Mar 80 pp 3, 5 


[Excerpts] As a result of the visit paid by a high-level delegation to the 
locality of Ressano Garcia, headed by Jorge Rebelo and also including Ja- 
cinto Veloso, both members of FRELIMO's Political Standing Committee, and 
serving respectively as minister of information and head of SNASP [National 
People's Security Service], t« study the various cases of irregularities 
which are still impeding the return of Mozambicans to their country, a group 
of measures was adopted, some of which are already being implemented, aimed 
at putting an end to those anomalies which, in addition to causing chagrin 
to many nationals, have discredited the People's Republic of Mozambique. 


The group of tasks that have now been established as priorities and urgent 
for the sector typifies to some extent the concern of the FREL‘MO Party and 
the government of our country over making a constant improvement in the con- 
ditions for the reception of Mozambicans residing abroad, especially the 
miners who are in South Africa. In December 1978, the RPM's Council of Mi- 
nisters issued a communique which, in addition to citing the historical cir- 
cumstances that led many Mozambicans to leave our country, stipulated that 
all proposals aimed at reintuccing the patriotic spirit must be backed and 
encouraged. 


Background 


With regard to the Mozambicans who return to the country permanently, the 
Council of Ministers ordered that the various entities in the state appara- 
tus must create facilities and conditions for their complete integration 

into political, economic and social life. For them, there is also to be 
established a credit policy that will support the initiatives of the Mozam- 
bican emigrants, whether they be for the purpose of construction or to give 
an incentive for their iuvestments in the various economic sectors of agri- 
culture, commerce and industry, within the framework of the state's economic 
policy. The document also focused on the need for revising the taxes impos- 
ed on imports, which do not meet the requirements of the miners and returnees. 
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At the meetings eld with Mozambicans residing abroad, in December 1978 and 
1979, the president of FRELIMO and of the RPM, Samora Machel, reiterated his 
deep concern over the irregularities which were still in evidence, either 

in the manner of receiving and treating the miners, or in the lack of ade- 
quate backing from the responsible entities. At the extended meeting of 

the Council of Ministers, held in January of this year, in view of the nearly 
complete failure to implement the decisions made in 1978 and 1979, the sup- 
reme leader of the country and of the Mozambican revolution personally as- 
signed Jacinto Veloso, member of the Political Standing Committee of the 
FRELIMO Central Committee and head of SNASP, to study the situation with 

the participating entities, and to find solutions for the aforementioned 
problems. 


Tasks To Be Performed 


After a thorough study of the problems besetting the returnees and miners, 
especially those making use of the border station at Ressano Garcia, certain 
measures were adopted which, when they are all implemented, could convert 
that locality into a veritable town of miners. 


Stopping the Recruitment of Miners in Ressano Garcia 


One of the matters studied by the high-level delegation which recently visit- 
ed Ressano Garcia relates to the conversion of that locality into a transit 
post for the Mozambican workers who want to emigrate to the mines in South 
Africa, thereby stopping the local recruitment which had been going on here- 
tofore. 


The recruitment of the workers must take place in the districts again, as 
had been done at times to prevent great crowding in Ressano Garcia, where 
there are now nearly 2,000 men waiting for a contract, without any means of 
livelihood. This task is entirely incument on the Provincial Work Direc- 
torate, which will also be required to put into operation the prepared food 
plant, which may be assisted by Maputo at the outset. 


As for the Ministry of Foreign Trade, it will be required to study the prompt- 
est possible means of creating a free trade store in that locality, conveni- 
ently supplied with products preferred by the miners. The creation of the 
free trade store at that border station is aimed essentially at attracting 
foreign exchange and preventing the returnees and miners from being over- 
loaded with products. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


LONG WAITING LINES ANALYZED AS SOCIAL PHENOMENON 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Feb 80 pp 3, 6 


[Article by Hamade Chamisse: "Eliminating the Future Tense of This Long 
Verb 'To Queue’ ] 


[Excerpts] From the butcher's to the supermarket, from the APIE to the 
vital statistics office, from the urban transport offices to the merchants 
themselves lined up at the warehouses to obtain the products they will 
sell on the stipulated day and that day only, long lines are a constant in 
our daily life. They are a phenomenon in any street, where individuals 
meet, where one sees humor, drama, quarrels and sharing of the struggle to 
survive. The queve is not a thing, but an activity. In this report we 
will attempt to deal with the problems giving rise to and underlying this 
almost institutional fact. To establish the deeper causes--the breakdown 
in production and the disorganization in distribution circuits, and to link 
them with the secondary causes we are now finding--apathy, bureaucracy and 
sabotage in society and in the state apparatus. 


People are arriving, and it is still dark. However, there might just as 
well be sun and heat, with people seeking the shade near the shops. They 
look like people going to work, but it is still early in the morning, and 
there are groups of women with baskets slung over their shoulders, a child 
sleeping beneath his coverlet. 


The Rules of the Game 


Thus there are innumerable kinds of lines proliferating like weeds in the 
urban centers, especially in Maputo. The situations may differ, but they 
all have the same background. If we ask the people, all the answers are 
the same: “Something came today, and we must take advantage of it." 


In one-quarter of Maxaquene there are lines from 5:00 in the morning on to 


buy rice, sugar, potatoes and onions, sacks of which have suddenly arrived 
for the week's sales. 


93 


A Mini-Soctety 


The lines reflect the class composition which persists in our society. It 
goes without saying that the majority of those in the lines are workers 

and that the majority are women. The others send their domestic servants 
to represent them. But there are other aspects of this structure, which is 
not solely vertical, to be noted as well. 


In many places the lines separate men and women, but above all, there is 
the hierarchy structured on the basis of the “official law." 


This is found both in commercial establishments and consumer cooperatives. 
Thus a separate, shorter, priority line is formed by those who have the 
responsibility of heading a circle, or a cell, or their own cooperatives, 
but who have not yet assumed responsibility enough to be first in sacrifice 
and last in benefits and privileges. 


Thus conflict is created among social groups for which in the end only an 
egotistical minority is responsible. The lines are the hothouse for such 
situations and an ideal environment for the reactionary agitation which 

profits from all kinds of irregularities and discontents for its own pur- 


poses. 


The corruption of "favors" still thrives with the schemes designed to 
obtain things through the "back door." 


One must know how things are done. You get me potatoes and I'll get you 
peanuts. You get meat and I'll bring you a sack of good-quality rice. If 
you provide me with beer I'll try to get your request for a new house pro- 
cessed. 


And so parallel and more efficient, it is true, systems of supply are 
created as an alternative to a situation in which waiting in line is al- 
ready a way of life, a task which we do not like very much but which allows 
us to survive. 


When a shipment of some product arrives at a distribution center, nepotism, 
speculation and corruption begin, with the need to inform "friends" of the 
great news. 


The System 
As facets of the many faces of our daily life, the lines cover a world of 
difficulties, being the product of and also causing attitudes, problems 


and types of behavior and creating others. Above all, they hinder pro- 
ductive work in all sectors and cause a certain social anguish. 
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"Invented" Lines 


The truth tu that lines are established and sometimes "invented" for 
everything. They are very often the solution adopted when there is not 
enough competence or imagination for anything else. They reflect the apathy 
and bureaucracy which causes the concept of "waiting" and inertia in 
seeking to resolve problems to prevail, creating other problems in the 

final analysis. 


Lines form for everything even when unnecessary, for all kinds of consumer 
goods. People "queue" for perfumes and coffee, shirts and handkerchiefs, 
cigarettes, chocolates and many other products. 


The public lives in this atmosphere and how often do we see people passing 
a shop where there is a line but to join it to learn what is available, or 
after having learned that. 


This fact alone reveals what could be called the mania for lining up, or 
the greed to purchase anything appearing on the market, even if the goods 
are articles which are not needed. 


And some people move like maniacs from line to line. They get a place in 
the line for potatoes and then go to the line for bread. The wife waits in 
the line for meat and the children are scattered in a number of other lines, 
not always knowing what it is they are going to purchase. 


And the result of this frenetic activity is above all a drop in production 
in the factories, in services, in schools, in distribution. 


The Causes 


With the fall of colonialism and the disorderly flight of the colonials, we 
witnessed the collapse of .tability and organization and even decadence in 
the production and distribution sectors they had controlled. And the crisis 
of capitalism in Mozambique became more acute, also and immediately being 
reflected in a drop in production and productivity. 


This is the major cause. Less is being produced and the economic recovery 
seen is not enough fully to satisfy the needs of the people. On the other 
hand, the solutions to economic, social and political problems--from the 
state enterprises to the communal hamlets--are stopped by and must overcome 
infrastructures which are falling apart or inadequate. 


Meanwhile, purchasing power is increasing. Above ali in the cities, indi- 
viduals now have access to a greater range of products due to the increase 
in wage levels, the "wild" increases at some enterprises, due to populism 
or a deliberate attempt to destroy stability. 
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Although having more money, individuals do not find in the shops the 
products they need in the desired quantities. And in addition, the influx 
of people into the cities is also increasing. In some cases it is because 
the marketing circuits in the rural sector are still more seriously af- 
fected. The post-independence wave of populism, led by infiltrated 
elements using the name of the FRELIMO for destructive purposes, was such 
that the merchants who guaranteed the distribution of the products in the 
rural sector are now leaving, frightened by these individuals’ threats and 
false analyses. 


Along with the structural problems, we face lack of discipline and in- 
competence in many productive sectors concealed by claims of "shortages of 
raw materials" or blamed on "imperialism" or the "colonial heritage," even 
when these are not the reasons for a machine shut down or factory capacity 
reduced to a third of normal. 


There is also apathy and bureaucracy, the spirit of "let it go," the routine 
and apathetic norms of bodies directly involved in the problem of waiting 
lines--the warehouses are the best example, which thus shield themselves 
from a role struggle in the realm of concrete reality. The result is that 
lines, instead of ending, give rise to new lines. 


Lines giving birth to others may seem an absurdity, but this is the truth. 
And there are various forms--from the preliminary line to wait for a place 
in the “official line” to the line for assignment to the hospital, an 
incompetent way of keeping people believing that something is being done. 
While they wait they are thus occupied. 


Waging a Battle 


A solution would be to saturate the market for a time long enough to re- 
organize the people's stores and implement dynamic marketing mechanisms. 


It must be noted, however, that the vast majority of the articles sold in 
the stores are imported, involving the payment of considerable sums of 
foreign exchange at a time when these funds are needed for the purchase of 
equipment and raw materials. 


It is however solutions which we need. We must begin with an increase in 
production, efficiency in transportation and dynamic marketing circuits. 
They also lie in the consumer cooperatives and the organizational struggle 
of their members to guarantee their proper functioning. This battle is 
worth much more than the interminable and unproductive waiting in the 
streets of the city. 


A short-term solution would be to establish rationing for basic goods 
whereby each family group would have tickets to guarantee its purchases, 
putting an end to the psychological need to “line up before it is all gone" 
or “because there is some." 
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Would this be the miracle cure for lines? Certainly not, but it would 
introduce a real battle against situations all of which are interlinked and 
which the present political and organizational tack will reveal. 


Putting an end to waiting lines is to move to the front lines on the 
political and organizational front for the decade just beginning. 


The campaign in progress against the old ways of thinking and the in- 
competence, sabotage and bureaucracy to which they give rise has shown that 
the shortage of consumer products and the distribution difficulties lie to 
a great degree in the methods of work and organization which, due to 
inertia, were adopted without thinking of the values of the future society 
we are building today. 


5157 
cso: 4401 


97 














MOZAMBIQUE 


CAHORA BASSA ELECTRICITY TO SERVE LARGER AREA 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 15 Mar 80 pp 3, 4 


[Excerpts] Electricity of Mozambique will start this month to supply elec- 
tric power from the hydroelectric energy produced at the Cahora Bassa Power- 
plant to the town of Tete and the Moatize carboniferous region. This will 
put an end to the problems of curtailment of industrial activity and the 
frequent stoppages in the powcr supply to the town of Tete, thus giving an 
impetus to the economic development of that province located in the central 
part of the country. In fact, the electrification of that section of the 
country will allow for the closing of three thermal powerplants, one of 
which has been in use for over 40 years; and this will represent consider- 
able savings in foreign exchange for imports of liquid fuels that were used 
there. 


Started at an extremely difficult time, the construction work on that line 
for transporting power (coinciding with the height of the Rhodesian attacks 
on Tete Province) is actually the culmination of efforts undertaken by Mo- 
zambican workers over nearly a year and a half of hard work. 


The Town of Tete As Seen By a Visitor 


For the visitor who arrived in Tete for the first time a few months ago, it 
was a common occurrence, if not the usual rule, to be met with a town lack- 
ing in public lighting, with hotels lacking in air-conditioning and res- 
taurants where the drinks were always served warm: in short, an urban po- 
pulation which was not benefiting from the well-known advantages of refri- 
geration, lighting and many other facilities. 


Without guaranteed electric power, Tete's industrial, commercial and admin- 
istrative activity was seriously hampered. This situation which, until a 
few months ago, was commonplace in that province located in the center of 
the country, clearly attests to the abandonment to which our country was 
subjected during the colonial period, when we consider the fact that, just 
a few kilometers away, there is the Cahora Bassa Hydroelectric Dam, one of 
the powerplants with the largest installed power in the world. 
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However, owlng to the great difficulty in obtaining spare parts for the 
powerplant, as well as their high cost, Tete was one of the greatest “banes" 
to Electricity of Mozambique. The loss of income resulting from the power 
not sold during the periods when the supply was halted (in recent times, 

the powerplant used to stop running every 2 hours) was reflected in the 
economy of Electricity of Mozambique itself, which was becoming bankrupt 
maintaining a powerplant left behind by the colonialists, with the span of 
its use ul life alruady spent. 


The Situation in the Coal Mines 


The town of Tete was not the only area affected; the very same situation 
was present in the Moatize coal mines as well. 


This major center for coal production (one of the main sources of revenue 
for the country) found its activity seriously damaged by energy supply 
problems. 


Technicians from Electricity of Mozambique informed us that, in recent 
months, there was even a partial flooding of the mines, because of the lack 
of available power to feed the water extracting pumps. 


Technical Features of the Project 


This electrical feed system for Tete and Moatize is comprised of a medium 
voltage line of 30 KV that is 45 kilometers long. In those two areas there 
are two 6,300 KVA substations, with a transformation power of from 30 KV to 
66 KV. 


Those two substations afford the connection between that line for transport- 
ing power and the distribution systems that exist in the town of Tete and 
in the Moatize carboniferous complex. 


Difficulties Encountere’4 


The construction of this line took place in the midst of countless diffi- 
culties stemming, on the one hand, from the serious shortage of technical 
facilities, machines and tools that Electricity of Mozambique suffered at 
the initial stage of its operations. 


On the other hand, the geological makeup of that part of Tete entailed the 
presence of very hard rock on the surface of the soil, which made it ex- 
tremely difficult to dig the necessary holes for installing the posts. 


According to the explanation obtained from Electricity of Mozambique in Ma- 


puto, in most instances those holes could only be dug with the aid of a 
compressor and a jackhammer. 


99 








Added to this was the fact that the first compressors to be used were quite 
old, and hence subject to frequent breakdowns. It was added that the sup- 
ply of materials to the project was always irregular and uncertain, owing 
to the constant threat (at the time) of Rhodesian attacks on the highways 
and railroad providing access to Tete Province. 


These problems involving communication, material supplies and the lack of 
equipment contributed for a long time to the slow rate of construction on 
that line for carrying power, which has not been completed until now, after 
nearly a year and a half of hard work. 


However, despite the countless difficulties already mentioned, the actual 
execution of that electrical system was completed in November 1979. Infor- 
mation obtained from the directors of Electricity of Mozambique indicates 
that its entry into operation now is possible only because of the fact 

that it is being fed from the 220/30 KV substation in Matamba belonging to 
Cahora Bassa Hydroelectric, which finished the assembly work this month. 


Thus, another step has been taken in the direction of placing the Cahora 
Bassa Hydroelectric Dam in the service of the economy of the People's Re- 
public of Mozambique. 


Savings on Fuel Imports 


In addition to solving the problems that have cropped up, the project now 
completed also represents a sizable savings in both solid and liquid fuels. 
Thus, the finishing of the project will allow for savings of nearly 20,000 
tons of coal per year that was used in the old thermal powerplant, as well 
as savings of nearly 2 million liters of fuel oil per year that was used 
at the Tete powerplant and the Moatize mines. 


It should be stressed that, in addition to economizing on foreign exchange 
for the purchase of diesel oil, these savings also mean that, starting 
now, 20,000 additional tons of coal per year will be available for use 

for other purposes or for export. 


This also means that the entities responsible for the shipment of that 
fuel to Tete can now use their transportation facilities for the benefit 
of other areas of activity in the country. 
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MOZ.AMB I QUE 


LACK OF RAW MATERIALS, POOR PLANNING AFFECT SHOE INDUDSTRY 
Maputo NOTI<IAS in Portuguese 22 Feb 80 p 2 
[Article by A. Faife] 


[Excerpts] There is a shortage of yes on the market as the result of an 
acute raw materials crisis from whic. »ur domestic industry in the sector 
has been suffering in recert years. © is situation is in turn the result 
of a lack of proper planning of imports io the branch, linked with the lack 
of proper coordination and planning covering all the subsidiary industries 
producing components for the production of footwear in the country, some 

of which are beginning to shut down their efforts, also for lack of raw 
materials. This vicious circle is aggravated by the proliferation of middle- 
men and warehousers distributing this product, giving rise to parisitism 
and the dispersal of supply circuits. To speak the truth, the shoe sector 
is what could be called a "hot potato" in the mouths of the shoemakers. 


If indeed the first steps were taken with the establishment at the end of 
last year of the Netional Light Industry Office (Ministry of Industry and 
Energy) toward the proper organization and integrated planning of the 
entire sector, the truth -s that the footwear branch is still that in the 
worst condition in terms of economics and organization, despite its great 
importance, from the social and cultural point of view above all. , 


This circumstance, reflected in the faiiure to make rational use of our 
capacity in this sector, can be seen in the low production indices registered 
by the 18 shoe factories existing in the country in 1979. In fact, out of 

an overall goal established at 2,900,000 pairs of shoes, only 1,100,000 

pairs were produced, including leather footwear, shoes and slippers of 
plastic, rubbers and rainboots. 


Origins of the Problem 
According to information gathered from producers in the capital, the problem 
of the shortage of raw materials in the shoe sector began in 1977, be- 


coming progressively more acute up to the present, and now having become a 
vicious circle. 
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"Currently," one producer said, "the situation has deteriorated to the 


point that if certain materials are imported for the factories another is 
lacking, and by the time this has come, then the first is exhausted. When 
it is possible to import all the materials needed for shoe production, 

the industries producing component parts--glue, rubber, hide-cutting and 
others--no longer have raw materials, and so on." 


However the real origins of this situation are related to the conversion 
in the middle of 1977 of the shoe factory known as Socalcado, in which 
the government had intervened, into a centralized structure concentrating 
within it all the activities in that branch, and the establishment of a 
technical office which took over control of all standardization of models. 





Thus the Socalcado began to effect all imports and distribution of raw 
materials to shoe factories itself, and to purchase their domestic produc- 
tion for redistribution to the retailers and warehousers, while the 
technical office decided on the models and approved or disapproved shoe 
prices. 


The main critical comment made about this industrial sector involves the 
question, beyond the fact that this organizational process resulted in the 
useless scattering of efforts and overburdened the state apparatus with 
small industries with an average of 100 to 200 workers, as to how 2 new 
offices, whose staff for the most part had no experience in the branch, 
could suddenly coordinate such a vast field of activity efficiently? 


Immediate Results 


As a result of all the errors characteristic of the activities of Socalcado, 
such as the lack of a proper plan, lack of awareness of the sector pri- 
orities, incompetence and lack of decision-making capacity, along with 
bureaucracy and misunderstanding of the real dimensions of the industrial 
sectors converging on this branch, the lack of raw materizls became more 
acute such as to result in a stage today which is practically out of 
control. 


The shoes which are produced in the country are neither properly finished 
nor attractive. 


Creativity Blocked 


To aggravate this state of affairs, the technical office which checks on 
the models is inhibiting the abilities of the factories by limiting all 
freedom of action and creativity in the choice of new patterns. Each 
factory has a team of designers whose specific duty is to plan new models 
with a view to diversification, but ruzzled by the rigid limitations 
dictated by the inflexible technical office, they have ceased to venture 
anything new. 
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Ane so we have the unappetizing picture of a standard shoe lacking any 
beauty, the lines sometimes suggesting those of a military boot without the 
slightest decoration, not to speak of the lack of comfort and convenience. 


The End of Socalcado and Market Structuring 


In August of last year Socalcado ceased to exist, as a result of a study of 
the shoe market situation, leaving only the technical office in operation. 
In its place, work began on the organization of the ENCATEX, a state enter- 
prise under the Ministry of Domestic Trade, entrusted with the sole 
function of marketing production of the textile and shoe factories through 
the trade network. 


However, having initially assessed its distribution of the product directly 
from the plants to the retailers, it later began to turn them over to 1 
network of warehousers, who in turn channel them to the consumer market, 
thus ending up with a further bureaucratization of the system. 


Information obtained by our reporters indicates that on the level of the 
central trade structures, @ study is currently being made of the possibil- 
ity of putting an end to this practice of marketing by simplifying the 
distribution circuits. 


In any case, and despite the great difficulties in terms of raw materials 
shortages existing in the shoe sector, the regularization of which is the 
responsibility of the National Light Industry Office, working with the 
ENACOMO, the ENCATEX is already beginning to obtain good results in the 
disciplining of the shoe sector, as various producers told us, although 
the organizational process is not yet completed. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


JUSTICE MINISTER ADMITS MARKETING PROCESS ERRORS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 23 Feb 80 p 3 


[Excerpts] Pemba--Minister of Justice Teodato Hunguana recently presided 
at a meeting in the capital of Cabo Delgado with provincial bodies, 

within the framewor’ of the political and organizational campaign launched 
on all fronts of ac:ivity more than a month ago by the highest leadership 
of the party and the state. The meeting, in which members of the party and 
the government in the province participated, was basically designed to 
guarantee continuity in the tasks already begun, through the incorporation 
of the party and government structures in this campaign. 


The main goal of this campaign has been defined as combating incompetence, 
indifference, negligence, lack of discipline, laziness, sabotage and 
bureaucracy. 


All of these characteristics make up an undesirable and burdensome hindrance 
to the historic advance we have begun, to make 1980-1990 the decade of 
victory over underdevelopment for our people. 


This long and difficult task has been planned and will be undertaken by the 
entire people, and placing revolutionary review, a powerful tool of 
struggle, in the hands of the people is the main guarantee that we can 
achieve our goal. 


"We must get past the obstacle and move rapidly. We must till the earth 
before we plant the seed so that it will germinate more effectively," 
Minister Teodato Hunguana stressed at one point. 


A Class Struggle 
The current situation in our country is nothing other than a class battle. 
The enemy is secretly working to disorganize production. "There is no 


longer isolated disorganization. There is organized disorganization 
focused on a system," the minister of justice added. 
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"The shortcomings in the atructures we have created, such as the people's 
stores, the COGROPA, have lengthened the waiti,.: lines and made them the 
normal condition. Going to wait in lines, seeing lines, waiting in lines, 
having lines are now a normal phenomenon in our country." 


Bureaucracy 


Bureaucracy is yet another expression of this organized and systematic 
disorganization. 

"Bureaucracy," as Miniater Teodato Hunguana defined it, “has been the 
affirmation of the petit bourgeoia claaa, ita effort to eatabliah tts dow- 
Ination. | world say that the bureaucracy we have denounced ie not a 
deviation frum the revolutionary process. It has developed as the re- 
sistance of the old to the new, the resistance of that whole system still 
to be found in our country, and openly and strongly promoted in the state 
apparatus and the enterprises." 


Our Errors 


In the people's stores there are countless workers, although the number is 
not justified by the needs of these labor centers. There are no supplies, 
there are no goods, but there are innumerable employees who do nothing but 
collect their monthly wages. 


"We have committed errors," Teodato Hunguana said, “by channe!ing all that 
was undesirable in other sectors into this crucial sector, the supply of 
the people. The dregs from the other sectors were swept into the people's 
stores. For this reason we have a former administrator heading the 
people's stores. These individuals who are not worthy of our political 
confidence, who are incompetent and corrupt, along with the lack of ac- 
counting records, make the sector a fertile field for irregularities. 

This is why we have deviations." 


There is a clear goal in all of this, but uneffective to date. By means 
of this system of disorganization effort is being made to separate the 
people from the government, to identify the system with the policy defined 
by the party and the government, to identify it with the results of the 
inefficiency of the policy of the FRELIMO and thus, as the minister of 
justice stressed, “to create a situation favorable to the advance of the 
counterrevolution in our country." 


But the people are aware of their basic duty, which is to pursue and defend 
the revolution. The people know that the revolution will serve them spe- 
cifically. “It is not a system of more or less proper ideas. It will 
concretely improve the living conditions for our people," 

Minister Teodato Hunguana added. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


READER'S SUGGESTIONS TO IMPROVE NEWSPAPER, REPLY PUBLISHED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 19 Feb 80 p 6 


|Excerpts) "I have been a devoted reader of your newspaper for 10 years 
and, as one of your subscribers, I would like to offer some suggestions for 
improving the most popular and widely-read journal in this country. 


"I note the lack of daily supplements covering various matters of interest 
to all levels of readers. 


“Hence, I am setting forth some ideas below which, after due analysis, might 
or might not be used, or even added upon. In any event, here is my 
contribution. [Among other supplements, the reader recommends: | 


"1. Agriculture Supplement. There used to be a supplement entitled ‘The 
Farm,’ which has disappeared. It could be given the same title, or perhaps 
called ‘The Farmer.' 


"It would contain all kinds of information, advice and instruction for the 
peasants and small and medium farmers, on the various perennial and annual 
crops and garden produce. I* would also give advice on raising small 
animals: how to care for them, the most common ailments, shelter, health, 
sanitation, etc. 


“This would also apply to raising cattle, pigs, horses, goats, hens, etc. 


"It would also be advisable to take in fishing, gardening, raising dogs and 
cats, ailments in the latter, and other topics pertaining to agriculture. 


"As can be observed from the explanation above, such a daily supplement 
would significant’*y improve the appearance and content of the paper, and 
would be of interest to the reader who is familiar with such matters. 


"I thank you for your attention to our suggestions and, if possible, their 
publication in the ‘Letters from Readers’ section. With highest 
consideration and regard, Alvaro Barros, Zambezia." 
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Editor's Note: We thank reader Alvaro Barros for his suggestions, which 
are generally well-taken, 


Meanwhile, we can report that we are considering a specialized page which 
would include almost all the suggestions presented. 


A Sunday supplement is planned for this newspaper in 1980, and we are 
currently taking steps to initiate its publication. 
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MOZAMB [QUE 


FIRST ADULT EDUCATION CAMPAIGN INITIATED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 Feb 80 pp 1, 6 


[Excerpts] Since Monday, thousands of workers have been 
happily celebrating the official opening of the First 
National Adult Education Campaign and the Second 
Literacy Campaign. These campaigns are in furtherance 
of the organized and planned process of adult 

education, launched throughout the country in 1978 to 
raise the level of scientific, technical and political 
understanding among the Mozambican people. 


In Maputo Province, Jose Moiane, first provincial secretary of the FRELIMO 
Party and governor of Maputo, led a meeting in one oi the industrial units 
of the National Cashew Company in Machava. Thousands of workers attended 
that meeting, which had the quality of a real celebration. 


Speaking to the group. Governor Moiane referred to the importance of this 
process in the rapid elimination of underdevelopment in our country. He 
later gave a brief analysis of the First National Literacy Campaign. Since 
it was the first operation of this kind, there were large problems, 
specifically the lack of awareness of some of the workers, who for various 
reasons refused to take part in the campaign. 


The Second National Literacy Campaign will go on until next November, when 
proficiency tests will be conducted. It is proposed to teach 200,000 
people to read, and at least 300,000 people have been signed up for this 


campaign. 


Preparations for this program began last year, with a statistical survey of 
the number of illiterate workers in companies, factories and state farms, 
large public departments, communal villages and cooperatives. 


Goals were then established for each province, and the process of training 
reading instructors began. The campaign will require 15,000 instructors 
to achieve the goal as outlined. 


At the same time, teachers were trained for the First National Adult 
Education Campaign, the purpose of which is to give continuity to the 
activities of the First Literacy Campaigz. 


6362 
cso: 4401 108 








MOZAMBIQUE 


LABOR ORGANIZATION, STRUCTURES ANALYZED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 Feb 80 p 1 


[Text] The central and provincial structures of the Ministry of Labor have 
been meeting in Maputo since yesterday, for a collective study and intensive 
analysis of labor problems, seeking effective and secure channels to respond 
clearly to the many requirements in the present phase of building the 
material foundations for socialism in our country. 


In the opening session of this meeting, which should last through 29 
February, Labor Minister Alberto Cassimo pointed to some central issues to 
be examined during the meeting, issues related to the organization, 
direction and planning of actions to be developed this year. He added that 
priority will be given to organizing the labor force, the basic element in 
the development of the country. 


Among major topics for consideration, Cassimo mentioned assessment of the 
available manpower and its correct utilization in production; intensification 
of professional training among the workers, in accordance with the demands 

of the major projects for the next decade; and establishment of the basic 
principles for the nation's social security system. The minister made it 
clear that the execution of these tasks "will mean intensive on-going study 
and organization, and will demand the full responsibility and total 
commitment of each and every one of us." 


Regarding the intensification of political education among the workers, to 
raise their level of class consciousness and, consequently, their production 
and productivity, Cassimo indicated that "it is the combination of political 
study, professional competence and command of technology and science that 
will make it possible to eliminate apathy and indecision, which are the 
result of ignorance, bureaucracy and incompetence." 


Referring to the planning of actions defined as priorities for this year, 
namely, completion of the study for the internal regulation of the ministry, 
the gradual implementation of the Scientific Organization of Labor, the 
regulation of just labor relations and the drafting of suitable legislation 
to this end, Minister Cassimo said: "The plan must be scientifically 
designed and organized. This way it will be the basis and mainspring of 
organization for the victory of socialism in our country." 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


BIC DELEGATION TO STUDY INVESTMENT POSSIBILITIES 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Feb 80 pp 1, 4 


[Excerpt] Leaders of the Business International Corporation (BIC), an 
independent research, information and consulting organization which serves 
about 200 large commercial and industrial companies in the capitalist 
world, are expected in Mozambique. 


This group, as it has been doing every year in various countries, including 
such socialist countries as the GDR, Cuba and the USSR, is visiting 
Mozambique tc hold a series of round-table discussions with high-ranking 
state leaders here to sound out the market and investment possibilities. 


These round-tables will begin tomorrow and in addition to the Business 
International leaders, representatives of various enterprises in large 
economic groups will take part. Some of these representatives have come 
specifically to participate in these sessions and will return immediately 
to their home countries. 


Among the many groups participating we might mention by way of example 
Ciba-Geigy, General Motors, the Coca-Cola Company, Fiat SPA, Hoechst, 
Mitsubishi Corporation, Nestle SA, Sebanken, Sumitomo, Caterpillar Tractor 
Company, Atlas Copco Beecham, Rankxerox and many others. 


Business International, established in 1954, hes extended its activity to 
75 countries. It employs 220 active researchers, analysts, editors and 
executors in 15 of the world's largest markets. 


Round-Table Discussions and Investments 


The round-table discussions which this well-known capitalist economic 
corporation will hold in Mozambique with representatives of major enter- 
prises are no novelty in the world business and investments sector, since 
Business International has been holding them with the governments of 
countries on various continents since 1954. 
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This year, in addition to France and probably other countries, the BIC 
chose the People's Republic of Mozambique for its round-table discussions 
for the purpose of sounding out our economic situation and the probable 
investments market in depth. 


In-depth survey documents are drafted and sent in advance to the partici- 
pants so that the discussions on the various matters can be substanti1l in 
all respects. 


The visit of BIC to Mozambique is not unrelated to the political, economic 
and geostrategic importance of our country on the African continent, and 
also the fact that our government has already on various occasions Iindi- 
cated that it favors foreign investments provided these are consistent with 
our plans, our development and the laws in effect. 


BIC Leaders 


Among the leaders of the BIC visiting us currently are Orville L. Freeman 
and Angelo Forte, respectively its president and vice president, who is 
also the director of the African group of this economic corporation. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


NEWER CARS EXPORT VETOED--The export of light passenger cars less than 

5 years old has been temporarily suspended. According to a decree issued 
by the Ministry of Foreign Trade, published in BOLETIM DA REPUBLICA, the 
export of vehicles more than 5 years old will be permitted only through a 
deposit corresponding to their current CIF value. Private individuals 
likewise are not allowed to export automotive vehicles intended to carry 
goods, Government or private enterprises will be allowed temporarily to 
export light passenger vehicles or transport vehicles through an authoriza- 
tion from the ministry under which they are, regardless of whether or not 
the vehicle is more than 5 years old. Regarding private individuals, 
authorization for them temporarily to export their vehicles will be granted 
only if their owners go abroad for medical treatment. In that case a 
medical certificate, approved by the National Health Board, will have to 
be submitted; the certificate will have to state the absence of means for 
treating the disease of the applicant in Mozambique. On the other hand, 
private individuals are authorized temporarily to export their vehicles 

the moment they want to go abroad on vacation, based on an authorization 
from the agency for which the applicant works and said agency shall be 
responsible for the vehicle's return to the country. [Text] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Feb 80 p 6] 5058 


GREETING TO POLISH WORKERS--Samora Moises Machel, chairman of the FRELIMO 
Party, has sent Edward Giererk, first secretary of the Polish United Workers 
Party, a message of greetings on the occasion of its Eighth Congress. 

Here is the text of the message: "In the name of the Central Committee of 
FRELIMO Party, the people of Mozambique, and my own name, I warmly greet 
the Polish United Workers Party on the occasion of its Eighth Congress. 

We are certain that the Eighth Congress of the Polish United Workers Party 
will constitute another step toward the consolidation of the people's 
victories achieved earlier, toward the development of the prosperity and 
social progress of the workers, toward the strengthening of socialism in 
Poland. We express our hope for the development of relations of friend- 
ship and solidarity between our parties on the basis of proletarian in- 
ternationalism for the mutual benefit of our peoples and for the defense 
and consolidation of our common cause, socialism. With our highest esteem. 
Socialism will win! The struggle goes on!" [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 15 Feb 80 p 1] 5058 
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COOP DELEGATION ABROAD--A delegation representing the Consumer Cooperative 
Coordinating Commission left recently for the GDR to take the 29th course 
in cooperative activities at the International Consumer Cooperative College 
in Dresden. This trip comes within the framework of the cooperative rela- 
tions existing between the Consumer Cooperative Coordinating Commission, 
under the Ministry of Domestic Trade, and the Central Union of Consumer 
Cooperatives in the GDR. To date 40 individuals from Mozambique have taken 
training courses lasting approximately 6 months, and plans call for the 
departure of 10 more this year. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 

24 Feb 80 p 1) 5157 
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NAMIBIA 





NIEHAUS SCORES DTA, ANNOUNCED RETIREMENT 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 12 Mar 80 pp 2, 7 
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NAMIBIA 


ANTIDLSCRIMINATION LEGISLATION REPORTED FROM ASSEMBLY 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 19 Mar 80 p 3 


amenities who dis- penalty clause be enforced im- Anti-Discrimination Act was 
on racial grounds are to The main opposition group, _ amenties to open their doors to 
face a R300 fine or three 
month’s imprisonment, the the HNP, voted against the act, 
National Assembly decided  Tiginal motion and the DTA even if they wanted to. 
amendment today. It 
here yesterday. te 
The Assembly adopted an motion and the DTA 
amended motion by the DTA ment, Mr 
requesting the AG that the member of the Executive 
penalty clause in the abolition Committee in the White | He asked what would hap- 
one 


[Text] WINDHOEK: Owners of Democratic party, that the | The main purpose of the 


of Racial Discrimination Act Legislative Assembly, said his pen if SWA one day had a 
ee perty, Abtur, was ' Black President or Black 
It also asks the AG that  °P@ning amenities in White {oe and Wey were oto 
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assisted financially to enable !! races. Mr Van Ziji said: - ' 
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NAMIBIA 


LAND NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MILITARY BASE 
Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 8 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] Okahandja: A number of farmers have been told that the Army is 
no longer interested in buying their leod for a proposed military base 
and artillery range. Most of the farmers informed of the Army's decision 
expressed satisfaction. 


Those farms are in South West Africa's prime beef heartland, old properties 
in most cases and well developed. 


According to the purchasing plans of the Army, about 66 000 hectares of 
land would have been bought making it the biggest military field on the 
Continent. There is no military base in Africa comprising an area of 66 000 
hectares. 


This vast tract of land led people to quip that perhaps the Army intended 
to experiment with rockets but the supreme military commander, Major Gen- 
eral Jannie Geldenkuys issued a statement after the Observer had brought a 
headline report “Secret Project" in one of its editions of September last 
year. In the statement the General said the land was purchased with a view 
to using it as an artillery practice range. 


Mre M. Detering of the farm Otjisazu said that she received a communica- 
tion by telephone from the Defence Force last week on Monday to inform her 
that her property was no longer wanted. Mrs Detering's farm Otjisazu 

is one of South West Africa's most valuable properties. She made no se- 
cret of her satisfaction that the Army had decided not to take up the land. 


No contact was made with Mr W. R. Adrian of the farm Oviumbo, not far from 
Otjisazu and another property wanted by the Army. He too was informed 
that the farm was no longer wanted. Likewise the Zeeman brothers of Mon- 
trose were told the property was no longer required. 


The farms Okarupa and Waldfriede, the property of Mr P. P. van Schalkweg 
were similarly earmarked for the Army's project but Mr van Schalkweg too 
was informed of the Army's decision no longer to purchase the land. 
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Yet, when it wae decided to buy land the choice property Swakophohe of 
Mr Charles Niehaus was the firet to be allocated a place in the Defence 
Force plans. Swakophdhe has since been bought and paid for. Likewise 
Driekoppen of Mr Archie Nell was purchased and paid for. 


It was not possible to ascertain whether these properties will now be used 
by the Army although they are separated by a big tract of land, or whether 
they are now State property with which nothing will be done. 
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NIGER 


KOUNTCHE RETURNS FROM LIBYA, DISCUSSES VISIT 
AB242130 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1200 GMT 24 Mar 80 AB 


(Text) The head of state, Col Seyni Kountche, arrived in Niamey some 
few moments ago after a 48-hour friendly visit to Libya where he also 
had a working session. The president was met on arrival by Lt Col Tondi 
Moussa, minister of finance, and Capt (Toumba Boubakar), assistant to 
the chief of general staff of the national armed forces. After these 
two personalities, President Seyni Kountche was greeted by members of 
the Supreme Military Council and the government and several high offi- 
cials. At the VIP lounge, the president answered questions from our 


reporter. [begin recording] 


[Question] Mr President, you have just returned from Libya where you 
stayed for 48 hours. During your stay there you met the Libyan head of 
state. What was the motive behind this trip? 


[Anewer] It was at once a working visit and aleo a routine familiariza- 
tion visit to review the state of our relations. And that is why we 
have envisaged the signing of a second contract concerning the supply of 
petroleum products. The first contract [few words indistinct] I would 
even add that this first contract on petroleum products and the one now 
in progress with Nigeria, are some of the special arrangements enjoyed 
by the government of Niger which have enabled us to maintain the prices 
of petroleum products at reasonable levels in our country despite the 
soaring prices on the world market. Of course, we also dealt with one 
of the accords we signed with Libya in a more practical way; that is the 
agreement on commercial exchanges. [passage indistinct] That is why a 
delegation at the ministerial level from Libya will soon arrive in Niger 
to hold talks with the Niger authorities in order to give these accords 
a concrete form. 


Of course, it was very difficult, good neighborliness aside, not to touch 
on the situation in the Arab world and also in the African world. The 
situation in Chad happened to change dramatically during our stay in 
Libya. We did not hesitate to make a last appeal to our Chadian brothers 
and we drew their attention particularly to the Lagos accord which should 
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be scrupulously respected. We even wished that another conference would 
be held to map out new strategies to solve this problem, 


[Question] Mr President, (?before) your visit to Tripoli, the last min- 
ieterial council adopted a draft ordinance on the movement of persons 
between Niger and Libya. Could you throw more light on this subject? 


[Anewer] Relations between states imply the setting up of agreements 
which regulate not only the movement of goods but especially the movement 
of people. The question of these agreements was raised during my preced- 
ing vieit to Tripoli and we found out that there were a number of 
anomalies in the agreements; for instance our compatriots who go to Libya 
to look for jobe did not have the possibility of repatriating their wealth 
even if they were used as laborers in the regular ways. We also dis- 
covered some irregularities in the departure of Nigerois to Libya, as 
well as to other neighboring countries. We had to establish regulations 
with supporting documents to regulate the movement of people from one 
country to another. 


During this present visit this question as again raised by the Libyan 
authorities who wanted some sort of order to be brought to sojourns of 
Nigerois in Libya. Before I left, instructions were given to our ambas- 
sador in Tripoli as well as to all our ambassadors abroad to start 
registering all our compatriots in their countries and to give them the 
necessary documents. Those who have no justified employment are to 
return home. In this way, we can truly regulate the movements of our 
citizens. If Libya needs manpower as President Qadhdhafi indicated, 
they should apply through the proper channel so that not only would our 
compatriots be protected but also this haphazard movement of our citi- 
zens would be eliminated. 


[Question] Mr President, you received Mr Edem Kodjo, the secretary 
general of the OAU, who happened to be in Tripoli. What questions did 
you discuss during this meeting? 


[Answer] Well, we discussed topical subjects such as the accession of 
Rhodesia--which has become Zimbabwe--to independence; the problems and 
difficulties confronting our organization; but especially the next 

summit to be held in Lagos, which will be devoted to economic problems. 
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NIGER 


KOUNTCHE RECEIVES FRG OFFICIAL; COOPERATION DISCUSSED 
AB251750 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1200 GMT 25 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council and head of state, 
Col Seyni Kountche, this morning received in audience Dr (Hans Martin 
Schmidt), ministerial adviser in the FRG Ministry of Cooperation with 
the Sahel countries. Their talke took place in the presence of the 
Federal Republic of Germany's ambassador to ‘Niger, His Excellency (Herr 
Harold James), and our ambassador in Bonn, His Excellency Alzouma 
Tiecourra. After the audience (Dr Schmidt) made the following state- 
ment. [begin recording] 


We exchanged views on Niger-German cooperation and I am happy to note 
that there was complete agreement on all aspects of cooperation, which 
augure well for Niger and the Federal Republic of Germany. We also 
raised the problem of economic, financial a.d technical cooperation, 
since I am here to hold talks with the Niger Government on practical 
as well as technical matters. We also noted that cooperation between 
the FRG and Niger has taken on greater importance than was the case in 
preceding years. If we compare the 1977-1978 period of cooperation, 
where the total amount of funds placed at Niger's disposal by the FRG 
was about 7 billion CFA francs, with the period of 1979-1980 where we 
have ; total amount of more than 11 billion CFA francs [few words indis- 
tinct]. 


[Question] The Niger-German cooperation commission met yesterday. Could 
you tell us how far the commission's work has progressed and what major 
(?decisions) are envisaged? 


[Answer] The commission has ended its work, and we are going to sign 
the communique this afternoon. This communique was mainly devoted to 
technical and technological cooperation and to cite some examples, we 
have agreed to expand the program of (?pipe) construction in (Alayie) 
in the Agadez region; we have also agreed to intensify cooperation in 
the field of solar energy. We could perhaps add that a feasibility 

study fund has been established to draw up a complete technical docu- 
ment for some major projects, especially in the field of water supply 
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which for a long time has been the subject of close cooperation between 
our two countries. We have the file on improving and expanding the 
water supply works of Zinder and Maradi townships and improving the 
water supply systems of five other towns. 


Then we also agreed that various technical advisers should be put at 
Niger's disposal, two of which will (?be) at the president's office. 
There is already one technical adviser in the president's office; another 
technical adviser will arrive within a few months to help the Niger 
Government in its efforts at administrative reforms. Two technical 
advisers will be placed at the disposal of the Ministry of Public Works, 
another technical adviser on geological matters will go to the Ministry 
of Mines and Hydrology and finally, a German engineer will be assigned 

to [mame indistinct] as technical adviser. 


I would like to emphasize that we have agreed on the priorities our 
cooperation should adopt within the framework of the government plan. 
For the first time West Germany is going to participate in the realiza- 
tion of a very big project of road construction which aims at freeing 
Niger from its landlocked state. This concerns a tarred road from 
Niamey to the border of Upper Volta which will be wholly financed by 
the West German Government. 


Apart from DM42 million which was placed at Niger's disposal last year, 
an extension of DM6 million has been granted and we expect that more than 
5 billion CFA francs will be available for the tarring of this road. 

{end recording] 
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NIGER 


AGREEMENT WITH LIBYA--The cabinet met at ite usual meeting place at 
0900 today, 21 March 1980, under the chairmanship of His Excellency 
Col Seyni Kountche, chairman of the Supreme Military Council and head 
of state and government. The cabinet examined and adopted a draft 
ordinance authorizing Niger's adherence to the International Labor 
Organization's Convention No 131 concerning minimum wages, especially 
in the developing countries. It also examin.d and adopted a draft 
ordinance authorizing the ratification of the Niger-Libyan agreement 
on the residence and circulation of people between the two countries. 
[Excerpt] [AB212057 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 

21 Mar 80 AB) 


LIBYAN DONATION--The ambassador of Libya to Niger, Muhammad El Bokhari 
Hamouda, handed over yesterday a check in the amount of 51,428,300 CFA 
franca to the president of the Islamic Association of Niger [AIN], Elhadji 
Oumarou Soumailai. This participation of the Islamic Association of Libya 
is part of Islamic propaganda and the construction of mosques in Niger. 
The secretary general of the AIN, Alkassoum, availed himself of the 
opportunity to expreés thanks for this work of fraternity and solidarity 
which the Libyan Moslem people continue to provide for their counterpart 
in Niger. [Text] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 15-16 Mar 80 p 2] 


CSO: 4400 
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LOSS OF CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT REPORTED 
London WEST AFRICA in English 17 Mar 80 pp 471-474 


[Text ] WHO BETTER than President Senghor to 


act as an indicator of political tension in the 
country? At the end of January he made a 
very important speech which had some 
disturbing implications in the context of the 
general political trends in Senegal. 

The President claimed that the 
“erypto-personal opposition intends to take 
by using violence’. He claimed 


euphemism for vigilante groups, to assist 
the “forces of order” in carrying out their 
duties. The problems facing Senegal were of 
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Reassemblement Nationale Democratique 
led by Cheikh Anta Diop and assisted by 
Maitre Babacar Niang who have the /«a.xaw 
as their publication; Mamadou Dia, the 
President du Conseil (effectively the 
number two of Senegal) at independence 
who was imprisoned in 1963 for allegedly 
atempting a coup d'etat. He has grouped 
together under COSU a number of other 
opponents of the regime who have opposing 
views among themselves but are agreed to 
unite against the present government. 
Mamadou Dia publishes, with Magatte 
Thiam, the monthly, Ande Supi. These are 
the two recognisable opposition groups. 
Why they have not yet united is something 
which the respective leaders do not expand 
‘on tasily, though one suspects that personal: 
rivalry rather than profound poiitical 
differences is involved. The current of 
opinion among the opposition cadres 
nevertheless suggests that there is a gradual 
realisation that circumstances dictate that if 
the opposition is to have any effect in 
channelling popular discontent it must put 
forward a united front. 


Error | 


avoided 

The President, in attributing to this 
opposition designs which seem somewhat 
imaginary. has, at least not committed the 
error of many more complacent Government 
supporters. They see the opposition as 
a group of radical academics who preach 
change from the university library or their 
villas. Senior members of both COSU and 
the RN Dwillconfess to the fact that there is 
still the tendency not to translate thoughts 














to action. But these opponents who have 
refused since independence to compromise 
with the terms of the President Senghor and 
his followers could in times of real trouble 
~~ on which Senegal is bordering ut the 
moment — become a beacon for the 
disenchanted. Even within the administra- 
tron where the patronisation of PS has been 
pervasive there is a growing number who 
are now quite open in their criticism of the 
government. 

It is also important to remember that the 
PS. after twenty years of power in an 
independent country — it has existed under 
other names, having made itself socialist in 
1974 — now suffers: from a dearth of 
original thought. Mamadou Dia can rightly 
claim that the reinvigoration of co- 
operative system is nothing but a tame copy 
of what he proposed for Senegal when he 
was in power. The opposition does 
represent something of a torrent of 
alternative thought. scarcely matched by 
the regimes now thoroughly domesticated 


cs. 
The fact that the President should have 
gone such a long way in addressing himself, 
indirectly. at the unofficial opposition has 
given them a legitimacy and authority that 
they did not have before. He even attacked 
the opposition Parti Democratique 
Senegalas led by Maitre Abdoulaye Wade, 
for being accomplice to the general 
Opposition tactics aimed at denigrating the 
government's performance. There had 
indeed been something of a spate of articles 
and pronouncements in the last two months 
from various members of the opposition 
attacking the government's mismanuage- 
ment of the agricultural sector and of the 
slate companies. the most important of 
which have recently been dissolved. But to 
suggest that the PDS is involved in some 
attempt to oust the ruling party is to admit 
to the fatlure of the democratic experiment 
in Senegal which limits the number of legal 
parties to four, only two of which are 
actually represented by deputies in the 
Assembly. Furthermore, the disenchant- 
ment at the PDS is such that they have lost 
two of their deputies who have crossed the 
fluor and the reality is that the party ts 
exactly what its leaders call it, ‘un pasti de 
contribution.” | 
In the last year. however. a new feature 
has emerged in the opposition’s tactics. 
They are prepared to name the President in 


their criticism. Two years ago it had been an 
acknowledged practice that one never 
named the President. one attacked those 
around him and one commented on the 
system. This is a significant change because 
it does bring out into the open the 
discussion of the most important factor in 
the present and future shape of Senegalese 
politics: President Senghor. Hence his 
suggestion that the opposition exists only in 
the imagination of a few personalities. 

Senegalese were horrifed that the 
President should be travelling to Italy at the 
end of last year to receive some literary 
award, when in Ouagadougou the Heads of 
states of all the other Sahelian countries 
were meeting to discuss the future of 
CILSS. the regiwnal group aimed at 
combating drought. This 1s the sort of thing 
Peuple notice. Just as they notice that a 
‘so-called socialist’ government runs an 
economy that is bureaucratically strangled 
in agriculture and which is completely 
capitalist in the industrial and tertiary 
sector, 40 per cent of imports are from 
France. Senegalese will also make the point 
that while their President preaches 
Negritude, he has become one of the finest 
Practitioners of assimilation. 

Such discrepancies may be tolerable 
when the times are good. The gradual 
deterioration of standard of living which has 
seen the purchasing power of the urban 
dweller tall dramatically makes one see 
things in a harsher and more bitter light. It 
the poor man has that much more difficulty 
finding enough food on the same piuy 
packet. the better off and the better 
educated opposition adds to this complaint 
a moral one; they begin to question the 
values which were inculcated by the French 
educational system. And there are always 
those few who form part of the 
establishment who believe that this form of 
acceptability must be flaunted by a display 
of material wealth; Mercedes-Benz or the 
latest Citroen: expensively tailored western 
suits; thick gold rings .. . and the villas. 

Last week reference was made to the 
change in attitudes among the rural 
population. They are refusing to repay and 
are moving away in some cases from 
groundnut cultivation. For the urban 
dweller, city politics offer less refuge than 
the ministrations of the marabout. The 
urban reaction is therefore more resentful. 


‘It is a political state of mind throughout the 


country that is best described as a simple 
loss of confidence in the government. 
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The fact that corruption in the 
administration and crime in the cities has 
grown alarmingly is attributable to this loss 
of confidence. Those at the very top always 
appear to be very comfortably off. For the 
man lower down, who sees the prospect of 
promotion as being slim (unless he is lucky 
enough to be the protege of some senior 
politician) and his own income worth less 
every month, he will find every opportunity 
to make something on the side. For 
example, ONCAD, where money has 
flowed through the systems with little 
control, had almost a billion CFA francs 
syphoned off at various levels of the 
organisation. Worse still, people cease to 
take an interest. Young men with ideas 
disagree or disapprove, but they feel there is 
nothing they can do. Apathy sets in. 


Eternal 
search 


In spite of the time and space that is 
devoted in Senegal to the behaviour of the 
Opposition, it is true to say of the opposition 
prospects that it has only to wait for the PS 
to undo its own power. Power in Senegal, as 
it has been practised under President 
Senghor has consisted of the eternal search 
for the collaborator. On the international 
level the President retains ties that are 
remarkably close to France, so much so that 
he takes many of the French financial 
commitments to Senegal somewhat for 
granted. His own hold over the Senegalese 
electorate can be explained to a certain 
extent by his ability to come to terms with 
.the previous Khalife of the Mourides, 
Cheikh Falilou M'Backe. The last decade 
has seen a slight dilution of such a simple 
presentation of Senegalese politics. On the 
one hand there had always been certain 
marabout families that had opposed the 
government and other members of the most 
important families had been much more 
radical. On the other hand, there has been 
an upsurge of young technocrats like the 
Prime Minister. M. Abdou Diouf, who rose 
to prominence in 1970 when they were 
appointed to the cabinet. These younger 
men have political ambitions and are 
manoeuvring in the regions. 

Personal rivalries are still not as 
important as the consequences of the 
machinations of the PS which have created 
problems. Not surprisingly, the two 


examples involve the religious brother- 
hoods. Ahmet Niasse, of the marabout's 
family, who has called for an Islamic 
Republic of Senegal and has caused some 
slight political tremors in the country is put 
forward as a maverick and opponent of the 
government bent on spreading seditious 
literature and a danger to the constitution 
according to which Senegal is a secular 
State. As it happens, Ahmet Niasse was 
used by the PS, in the days when Babacar 
Ba was Finance Minister, to act on behalf of 
the government in the Kaolack region. His 
immediate allegiance was to his “paymas- 
ter’, Babacar Ba who was later removed 
from the government after losing a struggle 
for influence within the party against the 
Prime Minister. In the meantime Niasst had 
arranged flights to Mecca and it is alleged 
that he left with the money and went to 
Paris. The point of the story being that he 
was asked to continue working on behalf of 
the government but saw no reason, and 
nothing to be gained from doing so, 
especially as his patron has suffered what 
was probably a temporary political eclipse. 
The money that he has managed to acquire 
was once PS finance for political purposes in 
the Koalack region. ° 
President Senghor has been known to 
make the remarkable comment recently, in 
private. that he fears. more than anything 
else, an outbreak of hostility between the 
brotherhoods, especially the Mourides and 
Tidjanes. Yet the latest example of any such 


hostility was caused by the interference of 
party officials. Violence broke out at 
Tiwawan during a meeting to elect local 
party officials. The party officials, eager to 
find a suitable and pliant candidate for their 
purposes interfered sufficiently that 
marabouts from the brotherhoods almost 
came to blows. It is very unlikely that such 
friction would ever be allowed to erupt in 
public; both have too much to lose. There is 
no doubt, though, that the party is 
concerned about its sources of support in 
rural areas. ‘ 

Relations between the Presidency and 
Touba, the centre of the Mouride faith, 
have not been particularly warm of late. 
The present Khalifa, Abdou Lahatte 
Mbacke, has tended to ‘ke a more 
independent line than his father and has at 
times in the last decade come very close to 
‘open political conflict with the government. 
It is not possible to provide a simple 
schematic explanation of the current state 
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Cso: 


of the relationship between the marabouts 
and the government; some like to see them 
as reactionary forces, others are much more 
sympathetic, seeing them as a defender of 
the peasants, or at least a buffer between 
the peasant and a scavenging bureaucracy. 
That they are wealthy and that the wealth 
has been derived by the role that they play 
on behalf of the peasant as spiritual succour 
is beyond doubt. This relationship alone ties 
them very closely to the interests of the 
peasant. , 

- Groundnuts are grown in the areas that 
tend to be the strongholds of the Mouride 
faith and the marabouts have gained 


considerable financial benetit trom this 
arrangement over the years. However, 
changes in social structure, migration in the 
region and low groundnut yicids suggest 
that there are profound social and 
environmental changes occuring in the 
region. Last year, peasants turned to food 
production in significant numbers. C-r- 
tainly among the Mouride talibes this would 
require the spiritual blessing of the 
marabout to whom one is beholden. The 
pressure on land has altered the nature of 
the holdings (see last week's issue) and the 
intensive cultivation of the groundnut is 
eroding the quality of the soil. This is the 
area with the largest concentration of' 
people in Senegal — the groundnut basin 
with an estimated population of 2.5 million. 
Yet economic logic dictates that any 
ernment should shift its attention away 
this pillar to the frontiers which have 
played a marginal political and economic 
role. The dilemma for the government is 
considerable. Furthermore, the Mourides 
are expanding, as is the Wolof language, far 
more rapidly than any other faith or 
paguaee: They are now numerous in 


Sinister 


development 


The confusion is reflected in the desire to 
acquire compliance or at least co-operation 
from Tiwawan, the home of the Senegalese 
Tidjanes, and also in the neglect of 
Casamance which can only have been 
aggravated by the incidents in early January 
leading to the death of one student. 

Above all, the confusion, has led to a 
more sinister development that was best 


4420 


seen in the President's call for vigilante 
groups. Officially, one knows that the police 
have received handsome salary increases, 
somewhat above the 34 per cent thai was 
granted to the public service; new laws are 
to be put before the assembly making the 
grounds for dismissal of employees easier. 
In this context it would be worth asking a 
university student in Dakar to analyse the 
implications of the Prime Minister's 
statement in his speech on the economy last 
December: “la liberte est le droit de faire 
tous ce que les loi permettent’’ — liberty is 
the right to do whatever the laws permit. 
The state of the law is such that teachers 
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SENEGAL 


OPPOSITION PARTY DEMANDS DISCUSSION OF NATIONAL FRONT 
AB261012 Paris AFP in French 0904 GMT 26 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] Dakar, 26 Mar (AFP)--The opposition Senegalese Democratic Party 
(PDS) has threatened the Socialist Party that it would immediately under- 
take a campaign to remove it from power if it opposes the holding of a 
roundtable conference to discuss the formation of a National Front govern- 
ment in Senegal. In a communique published vesterday following a meeting 
of its executive secretariat, the Senegalese Democratic Party, which is 

a liberal party with 16 of the 100 National Assembly deputies, explained 
that the roundtable conference should also examine measures to remedy the 
country's political, economic, financial and social situation. According 
to the communique, the roundtable conference should also organize free, 
sincere and democratic elections. 


The communique criticized the government's economic recovery plan 
launched in 1979, especially its credit restriction measures. It called 
for immediate credit liberalization measures which, according to the PDS, 
will insure the relaunching of the economy. The PDS called on the state 
to immediately pay its debts, especially to the enterprises and indi- 
vidual entrepreneurs, to save them from baakruptcy and ruin. 


The PDS also accused some Senegalese, who are the pillars or favorites 
of the regime, of transferring billions to foreign bank accounts with 
impunity and of being the accomplices of large-scale customs frauds, 
either directly through the companies they control or throug! members 

of their families. Finally, the PDS believes that the government's 
policy is leading to unemployment, that price increases have outstripped 
the wage increases and that the government is compelled to go abroad to 
beg for food to feed the peasants pending the next harvest. 
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BANK OFFICIAL DESCRIBES ECONOMIC SITUATION AS GLOOMY 


London WEST AFRICA in English 17 Mar 80 pp 470-471 


(Text } 


A correspondent reports on the annual banquet speech of the Governor 


of the Bank of Sierra Leone--a new Governor this year, Mr. A. S. C. John- 
son--and the response of the Minister of Finance, Mr. Francis Minah. 


SIERRA LEONE S economic situation, as 
t out by the Governor of the Central 
, Mr. A. S. C. Johnson at the twelfth 
annual Governor's Banquet of the Bank of 
sa continues to be very gloomy. 
wy ' economic performance was 
weak in with the growth rate of real 
product estimated to have been 
edes (an ate ae eb ae. 
modest gains were registered in 
the sector, the overall growth in 
did not deviate significantly from the 
ng pattern of yearly fluctuations 
around a trend of relatively slow growth. 
Performance in the mining sector 
remained basically weak despite modest 
gains in the purchase of alluvial 
eobedinGngutatandtene. 
Production and export of rutile resumed in 
1979, but because of special technical 
probiems it may take some time before full 
capacity output levels are reached. The 
manufacturi sector showed sonte signs of 
“pick-up” was hampered by 
non-availability of materials and supplies 
occasioned in part by the tight foreign 
situation. 
budgetary situation. Mr. Johnson 
said developments on the financial side 
raised increasing concern throughout 1979. 
During the first nine months of the year, 
wes revenue was Lel26m. or 43 
cent below total government 


expenditure forthe period This was due to 

the impact of the wages and salary 
adjustment awarded in November, 1978; 
continued increases in costs due to high 
prices of imported and domestic items. and 


intensified development spending including 
projects under the OAU programme. 

To offset this deteriorating trend, 
ae sought the help of the Central 


which was forced to increase its 


lending capacity to government by over 30 
cent during the first quarter of 1979. 
expansionary impulses emanating from 

were reinforced by a rapid 
expansion in bank credit to the private 
sector. This, coupled with the escalation in 
imports payments for rice to the tune of 

80,000 long tons compared with average 

import of 40,000 long tons in a normal year 

and oil which rose to Le40m. in 1979 

compared to Le25m. in 1978 contributed to 

a drastic deterioration in the balance of 

payments position. : 

Gross official foreign reserves declined 
sharply to Le30m. at the end of September. 
most of which was blocked in connection 
with various debt service obligations. 

Accordingly, arrears on official foreign 

loans accumulated, and the commas 

pipelines lengthened. 


To cope with the situation, attempts were 
made to negotiate short-term borrowing in 
the Euro-dollar market, but this proved 
futile. Government consequently decided 
on a wide range of financial stabilisation 
programmes, which included containing the 
pressures for excessive spending in both 
public and private sectors by introducing 
additional revenue measures to control the 
expansion in current and development 
expenditure: various institutional reforms 
aimed at strengthening the process of 
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expenditure control; and the introduction 
of a set of policies aimed at moderating 
private sector demand. 

This stabilisation programme made it 

possible for the country to benefit from the 
resources of IMF and the Trust Fund, and 
paved the way for the rescheduling of 
foreign debts to the tune of Le120m. over 
the next two years. 
. “The months immediately ahead of us 
will require sustained efforts to consolidate 
the benefits envisaged under the financial 
stabilisation programme which is primarily 
directed at the country’s short-term 
financial and economic problems,” the 
Governor said. 

On the problem of the escalating price of 
oil, the Governor advised that the objective 
of containing the volume of oil import can 
be better achieved through the price 
mechanism rather than through rationing, 
which often leads ta black markets, 
profiteering and the enrichment of a few. 
“If the price mechanism is to become fully 
effective, we as a nation should be prepared 
to accept an automatic passing on of all the 
import price increases directly to the 
consumer.” 

He admitted that such a policy would 
adversely affect the cost of living and could 
prove politically and socially unpalatable, 
but expressed a strong conviction that this 
was the best solution in the immediate 
future. In addition, he went on, government 
must explore ways to improve national 
efficiency in the use of energy. He suggested 
introducing policies aimed at discouraging 
the use of big cars, a policy, he said, which 
many other countries have espous. J; 
strengthening the public transport systems 
so that individuals, who presently use 
private transport, can have a viable 
alternative; the immediate development of 
the Bumbuna hydro-electric project with 
assistance from international associations 
and friendly governments, as well as the 
Mano River Hydro-electric project to 
provide alternative sources of energy. 

On the rice problem and slow growth of 
agricultural products in general, the 
governer listed government's efforts at 


agricultural development as the introduc- 
tion of integrated agricultural projects 
which now cover virtually all parts of the 
country: the recently launched crash 
programme aimed at promoting a sub- 
stantial increase in rice production; the 
establishment of SLAPCO and NAPCO as 


subsidiaries of SLPMB to improve the 
production of traditional and new crops, 
and the setting up of a new rice company to 
take care of efficient marketing of rice, the 
development of domestic rice production 


and the provision of adequate: storage 


facilities. 

To reintorce these effotts, the governor 
suggested a more efficient producer pricing 
policy in consultation with neighbouring 
countries to minimise smuggling, a more 
efficient study of the rice situation in order 
to identify fiscal and other policy measures 
which would contribute towards 
strengthening of prices offered to farmers to 
discourage continued reliance on importa- 
tion of rice. 

On mining, the governor called for 
‘cautious optimism” and stressed the need 
for stock-taking on all projects in the 
mining sector, in view of the pending 
kimberlite mining and location of more 
deposits of bauxite and rutile. Preparations 
for their implementation, he said, should be 
made in the context of the medium term 
stabilisation programme, and such prepara- 
tions should include a thorough review of 
existing and prospective marketing 
financial arrangements to ensure maximum 
benefits from exploitation of the minerals. 

He was pleased to note that reputable 
international organisations have already 
shown some willingness to associate 
themselves with the financing of the 
kimberlite project and was optimistic that 
such associations will not only bring the 
advantages of technical competence but wiii 
enable Sierra Leone to finance the project 
in a manner that will confer greater benefits 
on its people. 

Speaking on the need to strengthen the 
efficiency of the export sector in order to 
exploit market prospects in regional and 
other markets, Mr. Johnson commended 
the introduction of the export guarantee 
scheme and hoped that the Export 


Promotion Council will be established soon. 

He appealed to the nation for total 
dedication, steadfastness, and the will to 
work to surmount the country’s economic 
problems and recounted the many assets 
with which the country is endowed. “Sierra 
Leone's base in terms of human and natural 
resources is potentially unlimited and can 
permit healthy and sustained growth. The 
country is endowed with excellent soil and 
favourable climatic conditions that make 
extensive agricultural and forestry 
developments possible. 
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Daag erp seprer resources of fish, a 
he 80 far virtually untapped tourist 
besdeo-clestele potential, as well as a 
solid mineral base. As a nation, we can 
surely prosper if we are prepared to work 
hard and if we manage the economy 


prudently — 

In bis h, the Minister of Finance, 
Mr. F. M. Minah, paid tribute to the 
late Governor, Mr. §. L. ra, and 


congratulated the new Governor, He 
ayy best “to see to it, as 

minister, that the establishment of 
cordial relavionship between the Governor 
and the Bank should not be at the expense 
of the Governor's ability to be forthright 
even to the point of being considered 
difficult.” 

Mr. Minah said that hitherto, govern- 
ment had been reluctant to pass the full 
impact of increases in the price of oil to the 
consumer because of the linkage between 
ol prices and domestic « prices. .. He 
explained. however. that because of ‘the 
uncertainty surrounding production and 
marketing of oil, which makes it difficult for 
government to manage and control the 
amount of subsidy involved from time to 
time, Government now has no alternative 
but to allow the price mechanism to 
rationalise demand and supply of oil. 

He said that it would be sensible for 
= of oil importing countries like 

Leone to take further measures to 
curtail non-essential energy consumption to 
improve the efficiency of energy use and to 
develop alternative sources in order to 
achieve a substantial easing of the tight 
conditions prevailing in the oi market. 

. Mr. Minah referred to the agreement 
reached with the IMF for a standby 
arrangement that will provide Sierra Leone 
with substantial balance of payments 
support for the stabilisation programme 
designed to put the cconomy on an even 
keel. As a result of this standby 
arrangement, he went on, the World Bank 
group has resumed its credit facilities in 
Sierra Leone, and through the Paris Club. 
government has rescheduled the external 
debt obligations of the country. 

He said that while government is not 
unaware of the incontrovertible fact that 
debt rescheduling per se ts not a substitute 
for sound financial management, “it is a 
desirable tranquiliser.” He said it will give 
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government medium term breathing space 
lo pay sufficient attention to the country s 
economic recovery. 

Mr. Minah said that government will 
soon seek debt relief from private creditors 
and banks on terms comparable to those 
recently agreed upon in Pans. 

Giving details of the stabilisation 
programme, Mr. Minah said the 
calls for a substantial revenue and 
major steps to reduce and rationalise 
budgetary expenditure. Recourse to bank 
credits 1s to be contained, new external 
borrowing is to be limited, a progressive 
reduction in external payments arrears ts 
called for, and a further review of producer 
prices and marketing costs of agricultural 
—_— are provided for in order to 


stimulate production. 

He described the mme as a 
stop- measure intended to lay the 
foundation for a more sustained and 
determined longer term effort aimed at 
accelerating the growth of the economy 
The minister said he envisaged continued 
pressure on the economy, and disclosed 
government's intention to seek additional 
medium-term support from the IMF under 
the extended Fund facility and the 
ae Financing Facility. 

teen om the World Bank 
on other suitable funding sources are also 
being contemplated, while government has 
completed a credit arrangement with the 
IDA to strengthen the existing machinery 
for project preparation and appraisal in 
order to get further access to improved 
facilities now provided by OPEC 
and Arab funding sources. 

The Minister pledged governments 
determination to limit total spending on the 
OAU Summit through — and 
scaling down of projects. 
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SOMALIA 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY CHIEF ABROAD--Nairobi, 19 February. The chief of the security 
services of Somalia, Brig Gen Ahmed Suleiman Abdalla, left Mogadishu 
yesterday for a visit to various Arab countries. Abdalla will talk to 
military authorities in the following countries: Egypt, Kuwait, and Saudi 
Arabia. According to Somalia information sources, the Somali security 
chief will establish contact with the leaders of those countries to get 
them to step up their support in the military field. [Text] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 Feb 80 p 8) 5058 


MECCA RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS CONFERENCE--In an interview with SONA, Somali 
National News Agency, reporters at his office yesterday, the minister 

of justice and religious affairs, Challe Ahmad Shire Mahmud, said the 
ministerial conference of ministers of religious affairs of Islamic 
countries which opened in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on the 8th of March 
concluded with unanimous support on all points in its agenda. Full 
support for the Somali West, Solami Abo, Palestinian and Eritrean 
liberations, the liberation of the holy mosque of Al-Quds from illegal 
Israeli occupation, the unconditional withdrawal of foreign forces 

from the Horn of Africa a.d the increase of assistance to refugees who 
were thrown out of their homes by abyssinian colonialism, were among the 
resolutions in the 4-day conference, he added. Among the points dis- 
cussed, the minister continued, were ways and means to further strengthen 
collaboration and cooperation among the Islamic countries, as well as 
preventive measures to be taken against ideas and cultures having negative 
aspects on the faith of Islam. [Text] [LD211544 Mogadishu International 
Service in English 1100 GMT 20 Mar 80 LD/EA) 
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TANZANIA 


VICE PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED--Dar es Salaam--Vice President Ndugu Jumbe 
said today that Tanzania is ready to expand cooperation with the Arab 
countries especially in the spheres of economy and trade. In an inter- 
view for a Saudi newspaper in Dar es Salaam Ndugu Jumbe said that 
despite the good cooperation between Tanzania and the Islamic countries 
there is a need to establish similar cooperation with certain other Arab 
countries. Relations with Saudi Arabia, the vice president said, are 
good. He said a number of Tanzanians are in Saudi Arabia to study, just 
as there are some Saudis teaching religion in various institutions in 
Tanzania. Asked about the presence of Tanzanian troops in Uganda, Ndugu 
Jumbe said the troops are there at the request of the Ugandan Govern- 
ment and will leave as soon as they are told to do so. [Text] [LD232125 
Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1600 GMT 23 Mar 80 LD/EA) 
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